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LORD RODNEY. 



It has been seen in the preceding part of this 
work, that the British ministry had, in the 
early part of this year, sent instructions to 
Sir George Rodney and General Vaughan to 
commence hostilities against the possessions 
of the States-General of the United Provinces 
in the West Indies, and recommending an 
immediate attack upon the island of St. 
EustatiuB, whose inhabitants had, during the 
whole course of the war, been in the constant 
habit, in conjunction with the Dutch West 
India Ck>mpany, and the merchants of Am- 
sterdam, of supplyii^ the united opponents 
of Britain, the French, Americans, and Spa- 
niards, with naval and warlike stores. 

With this perfidious assistance, so contrary 
to the good faith of a neutral power, the bel- 

VOL. II. B 
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2 LIFE OF LORD RODNEY. 

ligerentB had been enabled to sustain an offen- 
sive war, which they must otherwise have 
been compelled totally to abandon, and have 
been content with actpig on the defensive 
only. 

Sir George Rodney lost not a moment in 
executing the orders he had received, and 
by the velocity of his movements secured a 
valuable island to this country without resist- 
Eoice. Ab the success of' this enterprise, 
however, was a triumph to the ministry, it 
became the object of the opposition of the 
day to depreciate its importance, or to censure 
the act itself ae unjustifiable. The conduct 
of the commanders, as contributing to the. 
end of censuring the administration, did 
not fail to become the subject of animad- 
Tersion, and the representations of those per- 
sons who had deservedly suffered for their 
treachery towards this country, by a confis- 
cation of their effects, were willingly listened 
to, and as unsparingly detailed in the attack, 
made by Mr. Burke and his supporters, on 
that gentleman's motion in the House of Com- 
mons for an inquiry into the proceedings of 
the capture of the island. 
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Although uAsnccessfiil in casting any share 
of blame upon Sir Geoi^ Rodney, who iiilly 
vindicated himself from the charges made 
ajlainfit him, it unfortunately happened, from 
TariouB circumstances to which it will be 
necessary shortly to adTert, that a conquest 
Vhieh ought to hare secured to those, by 
whom it was achieved, an ample indepehd*' 
ence during the residue of their days, con-< 
tributed rather to impoverish and distress, 
and to diminish that fortune, which, by a 
long life of active and glorious exotion in the 
service of his country. Sir George Rodney 
had previously acquired. 

In consequence of the information he had 
obtained from an inspection of the books and 
papers of which he had taken possession, and 
knowing that his conduct would be fully justi- 
fied by those documents. Sir Gborge Rodne}^ 
did not hesitate to declare much of the pnn 
perty, for which protection was claimed, to be 
&e subject of confiscation. Mr. Gouremier, 
an avowed agent of the Americans, (who, not- 
withstanding his acting in this capacity, 
clumed {HVtection as a British subject,) and 
Mr. Curzon, were sent home in close custody 
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on the earliest opportunity. Together with 
these persons, were transmitted the books and 
other documents already referred to, which 
were deposited, as in the safest place, in the 
office of the Secretary of State, Lord Geoi^e 
Germaine. How long they continued in 
security, or by what means documents of 
such importance as well to the country as to 
the commanders could have been removed 
from a public office, it is impossible now to 
ascertain. Various political circumstances, 
especially the termination of the American 
war shortly afterwards, rendered it expedient 
that the affair of St. Eustatiiis should not be 
thoroughly investigated, and that the conduct 
of those in this country who had secretly as- 
sisted the revolted colonists should not be too 
strictly examined. This contributed at the 
time to leave the question involved in a degree 
of mystery, which has never since been cleared 
up; although the general impression has ever 
been, that the conciliatory spirit which it 
was thus deemed politic to adopt towards 
those who during the war had assisted our 
enemies, was attended with great injustice 
towards the Admiral. 
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The extent of that injustice, and the pecuni- 
ary injury Sir George Rodney in consequence 
sustained, have never been fully understood. 
Proceedings in the Cock-Pit, and in the 
Admiralty Court, were instituted by many of 
those parties who, as British subjects, laid 
claim to property taken and confiscated in the 
island of St. Enstatius ; and it must excite no 
ordinary indignation and astonishment, when 
it is stated as a known and undoubted fact, 
that on the Admiral applyii^ to the Secretary 
of State, who, on a change of administration, 
had succeeded Lord George Germaine, for 
those documents which would have served as 
an effectual defence against these demands, 
he was informed, that the^ were not to be found. 

The following letters will incontestably 
prove, that, not only in the affair of St. Eu- 
statitis, but during the whole period of his 
command. Sir George Rodney's views were 
invariably directed to the advancement of the 
public service, and the glory and prosperity 
of his country. 
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' Gofo/ of his Majesty's Instructions to Sir Georgt 
' Bridges Rodjia/. 

' By the Coromissioners fof executing 
' the Office of Lord High' Admiral 
* of Great Britain and Ireland. 

' The King having ttdien into consideration 
' the many injurious proceedings of the States- 
\ General of the United Provinces, and their 

* subjects, as set forth in his Royal Manifesto 
' of this day's date, and being determined to 

* take the most vigorous measures for vindi- 

* eating the honour of his Crown, and for 
' procuring reparation and satisfaction, by 

* attacking and subduing such of the Dutch. 

* possessions in the West Indies as the Com- 
' manders of his Majesty's land and sea forces 

* in that quarter shall be of opinion may be 
' attempted with success, and Lord George 

* Gennaine, one of his Majesty's principal 
' Secretaries of Sate, having informed us, that 

* in a secret despatch of the above-mentioned 

* date, he has signified to Major-General 
' Vaughan his Majesty's pleasure that he 
' should consult with you upon the best means 
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' of carrying his Majesty's instructions into 
' immediate execution — ^You are, therefore, in 
< pursuance of his Majesty's commands, sig^- 

* nifled to us by his Lordship's above-men- 

* tioned letter, hereby required and directed 
' to consult with Major-General Vaughan, ot 
' the commander of his Majesty's troops, 
' upon the best means of attacking and sub- 
' duing the possessions of the States-General 

* of the United Provinces within your com- 

* mand, and whatever island or territory you 

* and he shall concur in opinion may be at- 
' tacked with success, you are, with his Ma- 

* jesty's ships under your command, or such 
' of them as may be necessary, to co-operate 
' with and give all possible assistance to ^e 
' commander of the land forces, in attacking 

* or subduing the same, and, when subdued, 
' in keeping possession thereof, if you and he 
' shall judge it necessary and proper to 
' do so. 

* The islands which present themselves as 
' the first objects of attack are St. Eustatius 
' and St. Martin's, neither of which it is sup- 
' posed are capable of making any consider- 
' able resistance against such a land and sea 
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' force as you and the general can send against 

* them, if the attack be suddenly made, and 
' carried on with that vigour and intrepidity 

* which your high characters leave no room 

* to doubt -will be exerted upon such an occa- 
' sion. And as the enemy have derived great 
' advantages from those islands, and it is 
' highly probable considerable quantities of 
' provisions and other stores are laid up 

* there, or are on their way thither, which 

* may fall into our hands if we get possession 
' speedily, it is his Majesty's pleasure that 
' we should, and we do hereby accordingly, 
'recommend to you the immediate attack 

* and reduction of those islands, as of very 
' great importance to his Majesty's service. 

* Given under our hands the 20th 
' December, 1780. 

' Sandwich. 

* LiSBURNE. 

' Bahber Gascoyne, 

'To SiK George Bkydoeb Rodney, Bart., 
K.B., &c. &c &c: 
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' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' Sandwich, St. EustaUns, 
'Feb. 4th, 1781. 

* His Majesty's sloop of war the Childers 
' joined me on the 27th of January at Bar- 

* badoes, -with their Lordships' most secret 
' orders and his Majesty's royal declaration 
' against the States-General of Holland and 
' their subjects. 

' General Vaughan and myself lost not a 

* moment's time in putting his Majesty's 
' command into execution. We immediately 

* embarked the troops destined for the enter- 
' prise, and the whole being kept a most pro- 
' found secret, we sailed from St. Lucia the 
' 30th of January. 

' To prevent the French penetrating our 

* design, the whole fleet appeared before Fort 
' Royal, and St. Pierre's, Martinique, which 

* island we greatly alarmed ; and having left 

* Rear Admiral Drake, with six sail of the 

* line and two frigates, to watch the motions 
' of four sail of the line and two frigates then 
' in the bay of Fort Royal, late in the even- 
' ing of the same day we proceeded for the 
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' Dutch island of St. Eustatius, and de- 
' spatched Rear Admiral Sir Samuel Hood 
' with his squadron to environ the bay of 

* St. Eustatius, and to prevent the escape of 

* any Dutch ships-of-war, or of merchant 

* ships, that might be at anchor there. He 

* most effectually performed that service. 

* On the 3d instant the general and myself; 

* with the remainder of the fleet and troops; 
' arrived in the bay. The men-of-war being 
' stationed against the batteries, and the 
' troops ready to disembark, the general and 
' myself, in order to save the eflbsion of hu- 
' man blood, thought it necessary to send the 
' Dutch governor the summons I have the 
' honour to inclose, with which he instantly 
' complied. 

' The surprise and astonishment of the go- 
' vemor and inhabitants of St. Eustatius is 
' scarce to be conceived. The Mars, a Dutch 

* man-of-war of thirty-eight guns and three 
' hundred men, commanded by Count By- 
' land, and belonging to the department of 
' the Admiralty of Amsterdam, having ar- 
' rived at St. Eustatius on the 1st ins(ant„ had 

* allayed their fears of bostilitiesr 
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* I most Bincerely congratulate their Lord- 

* Bhip8 on the severe blow the Dutch West 
^ India Company and the perfidious magis- 
' trates of Amsterdeun have sustained by the 
' capture of this island. Upwards of One 
' hundred and fifty sail of ships of all deno- 
' minations are taken in the bay, exclusive of 

' the Mars, which I have commissioned and . 

* manned, and in a few days she will cruize 
' against the enemy as a British ship of 
' war. 

* There are besides five ships and vessels 

* of war from fourteen to twenty-six guns, all 
' complete and ready for service. A Dutch 
' convoy, consisting of thirty sail of merchant 
' ships richly loaded, having sailed from St; 
' Eustatiua under the protection of a sisty- 
' gun ship about thirty-six hours before my 
' arrival, I detached Captain Reynolds, of his 
' Majesty's ship Monarch, with the Panther 
' and Sybil, to pursue them as far as the lati- 
' tude of Bermudas, should he not intercept 
' them before he got that length. 

, ' All the magazines and store-bouses are 

* filled, and even the beach covered with to- 
.' bacco and sugar, all which shall be shipped 
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' on board the vessels now in the bay (if they 
' are sufl&cient to contain the quantity) and 
' sent under a proper convoy to Great Britain, 
* to abide his Majesty's pleasure*. 

' The islands of St. Martin and Saba have 
Vsurrendered, no terms whatever having been 
' allowed them. 



' " Sandwich, SL Eustatius, 
'" February 3d, 1781. 

' " We the general officers commanding in 
* " chief his Britannic Majesty's fleet and 
* " army in the West Indies do, in his royal 

* *' name, demand an instant surrender of the 
* " island of St. Bustatius and its depen- 
* " dencies, with every thing in and belonging 
*" thereto, for the use of his said Majesty. 

* '* We give you one hoxu't from the delivery 

• All the produce of the Weat Indies and America were shi}q)ed 
on board the Dutch vessels taken in the road, and sent under 
convoy to England, most of which were taken by a French squa- 
dron at the mouth of the ChanneL 

f The island having berai taken at tbe first summons, the mer- 
chants had no time to destroy or secrete their books, upon an in- 
spection of which it came out, that certtun London and Bermudian 
meichapls had been in the habit of furnishing the American pri- 
TBteera with warlike stores, and that, as a cloak to their dandes- 
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* " of this mesBage, to decide. If any re- 
* " sistance is made, you must abide by the 
*" consequences. 

'" G. B. Rodney. 

' " J. Vauohan. 

* " To his EsceUency the GOTernor 
•"ofStEuatatius."' 



* TO THE SECRETABY OF STATE FOR THE HOME 

' DEPABTHENT. 

' February 4tb, 1781. 
[EXTRACT OF A LEITBR.] 

* It is a vast capture ; the whole I have seized 
' for the King and the state, and I hope will 

* go to the public revenue of my country. I 
' do not look upon myself entitled to one six- 

* pence, nor do I desire it ; my happiness is 
' having been the instrument of my country 

* in bringing this nest of villains to condign 

* punishment. They deserve scourging, and 
' they shall be scourged. 

tine commerce, they fixed opon a cypher, part of which «oniirted 
in caiDitig cannon hviRi fruit, and goapowder grain. 
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. * I hope we Bhatl soon receivehiB Mfget^s 
* commands relative to the capture*.* 



' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' St. Eustatius, Feb., 6th, 17S1. 

* Since my letter of the 4th instant, by the 
' diligence and activity of Captain Reynolds t, 
' I have the pleasure to inform you that the 
' Dutch convoy which sailed from St. Eusta- 

* tins before my arrival, have been intercepted. 

* I am sorry to, acquaint their Lordships, that 
' the Dutch Admiral was killed in the action.' 



'to PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 



* I beg you will inform their Lordships, that ■ 
' since the capture of St. Eustatius, three 

* lai^ Dutch ships from Amsterdam have 
' been taken, and carried into St. Kitt's. 

' As their cargoes consist of all kinds of 

* A letter nmilai to this was sent to his M^eStj't minister, 
t Since Lord Dude. 
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' naral stores, I shall order them instantly up 
' to English Harbour, Antigua, for the use of 
' hii Majesty's fleet. 

, ' The acquisition of this hwhour appears 
' 0Teiy day of more and more consequence to 
' his Majesty's service, and of. distress to his 
* enemies. 

: * A convoy from Guadaloupe to this island 
' has been seized, and is now safe in this btiy/ 
'As I have received information that a 
' squadron of five sail of the line is houriy ex- 
' pected in these seas, their Lordships may 
' rest assured that a very strict look out shall 
' be kept for them.' 



' TO LORD GEORGE GGRMAINE. 

' St Euatatius, Feb. 6Ui, 1781. 

* Give me leave most sincerely to congratulate 

* you on the very spirited measures, of his 

* Majesty's ministers, and the consequential 

* capture of- St. Eustatius and its depen- 

* dencies. The blow was as sudden as a clap 
' of thunder, and unexpected. The loss ta 
' Holland, France and America is greater 
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' than can be conceived, and must distress 
' them more than if the French islands had 

• been taken ; the capture is immense, and 
' amounts to more than I can venture to say. 
' All is secured for the King, to be at his 

* Toyal disposal. 

* Had the Dutch been as attentive to their 
' security as they were to their profits, the 
'island had been impr^nable. General 
' Vaughan is adding to the batteries, and 

* making it as strong as the nature of the 

• country will allow. Every assistance that 
' it is in my power to afford he shall have. 
' As we propose' to send all the West Indian 
' and American produce to Great Britain 
' with all the despatch possible, the island will 
' not remain an object for an enemy when 
' I am obliged to leave it to attend my duty 
' to windward. 

' In a few days I shall send another express, 
' when I shall have an opportunity of giving 
' your Lordship a fuller account of things than 
' I can at present. 

' If our forces prove sufficient, we propose 
' to give them another blow, but it is neces- 
' sary the islands should be well guarded. 
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' Believe me to be, with the utmost grati- 
' tude and truest affection, your Lordship's 
' Moat faithful, &c. &c.' 



' TO THE EARL OF HILLSBOROUGH. 

* St. Eustatius, Feb. 7th, 1781. 

' I have now the honoiu- to acknowledge the 
' receipt of your Lordship's truly obliging 
' letter, signifying his Majesty's most gracious 
' nomination of me to be a Knight Companion 
' of the most honotirable order of the Bath*. 

* The many repeated proofs which I have 
' received of my Sovereign's great goodness 

* and attention to me and my family, so 
' overwhelm me, that I am totally unable 
' to give utterance to my feeiings upon this 

* occasion. 

' To your Lordship's known sensibility and 

* capacity to express the same, I trust wholly 
' for the proper and due conveyance of my 
'grateful sense and acknowledgment of this 

* Od the I4th November, 1730, his Mtyesty bad conferred a 
special mark of his approbation on Sir George Sodney, b; nami- 
nating him a sdpbrnuubrary Knight Companion of the Bath, 
there bring at that time no vacant stall. 

Vol. II. C 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



18 LIFE OF LOBD RODNEY. 

'■ signal mark of distinction with which my 
' Boyal Master has been pleased to honour 

* me. 

* To deserve it shall be the unremitting 
' study of my life. 

' I beg now to express my most sincere 
' thanks to your Lordship, for your truly 
' kind communication of his Majesty's plea- 

* sure, as well as of your Lordship's very 
' flattering approbation of my poor services, 
' and to assure your Lordship that I shall ever 
' hold the same in grateful remembrance.' 



* TO LADY RODNEY. 

' St. Eustatius, Feb. 7tb, 1781. 
' I have been made happy by the receipt of 
' all your letters, and have only a moment's 
' leisure to tell you that, by the Ministry's 
' sending me an express relative to the Dutch 
' war, the greatest blow has been struck that 
' Holland and America ever received, we 
' having taken the Dutch islands of St. Eu- 
' statins, Saba, and St. Martin's. The riches 
* of St. Eustatius are beyond all comprehen- 
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' sioa ; one hundred and thirty sail of ihips 
' In Hie road, with one Dutch man-of-war of 

* thirty-eight guns, and five other ships of 
' war, from fourteen to twenty-six guns, be- 
' longing to the Americans, and more than 

' one thousand American prisoners. 

' A Dutch convoy, valued at more than 
' half a million sterling, had sailed about 
' thirty-six hours before my arrival at St. 
' Eustatius; I sent after them, the whole are 
' taken, and the Dutch Admiral unfortunately 
' killed in the action. The Dutch ships laden 
' with produce from the West Indies, I shall 

* send to England with a strong convoy. No 

* man has been allowed to plunder even a 

* sixpence. The whole has been seized till 
' his Majesty's pleasure shall be known. We 

* allowed no terms whatever ; the capture is 
' prodigious ; and I speak within bounds 
' when I say, more than two millions sterling. 

' Capt^n Savage has been tried, and 

* acquitted with great honour. I have made 
' him a Post Captain. A poor wretch Lord 

< and another have sent me. He looks 

' like a girl, and has not the least appearance 
' of an officer. I have made them as good a 
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* present, and have sent him back captain of 
' a sloop. More I will not m^e him. Such 

* officers as these I neTsr, desire to see. He 
'may be a very good.young man, but he has 

* not fire enough in him for me. Nb con- 

* sideration whatever shall induce me to pro- 
' mote indiiferent officers over the heads of 

* good ones. Merit has little chance of pre- 
' ferment in peace. , Where I command, it 
' shall have the preference in war, let who 

* will recommend. 

' Captain Hawkins is saved, but poor John- 
' stone is no more. I have made the former 

* captain of the Mars, Dutch frigate.' 



TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' Stmdtt^ch, St. Eustatiiu, 
< Feb. 10th, 1751. 

' Since the despatches which I sent on the 

' 8th instant, express by the Swallow packet, 

* acquainting their Lordships with the sur- 
' render of the islands of St. Eustatius, St. 
' Martin's, and Saba, I have the honour to 
' acquaint them, that the whole Dutch convoy 

* are safe arrived in this road. 
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* The American merchants and seamen, 

* amounting to more than two thousand, have 

* been secured. They made an oflFer to the 
' governor to defend the island, and still a 
' considerable number remain lurking in the 
' mountains. Hunger will soon compel them 
' to surrender at discretion. 

' As General Vaughan and myself perfectly 

* agree in opinion relative to this great cap- 
' ture, we flatter ourselves, if his Majesty is 

* graciously pleased to bestow any part of it 
' between the navy and army, that he will 
' dictate in what manner his gracious bounty 
' may be bestowed, that all altercations and 
' disagreements may be prevented between 
' his Majesty's servants serving in the Royal 
' Navy and Army, employed in this part of 
' his dominions.' 



Upon the surrender of St. Eustatius, Sir 
George Rodney, directed Sir Samuel Hood to 
prepare with his squadron for the attack of 
Cura^oa, intending, at the same time, to de- 
spatch Rear-Admiral Drake to attack Suri- 
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Bam ; frigatee having been ordered to blockade 
the riTers Demerara and Eaaequibo. 

This project, of the success of which there 
could have been no question, was unfor- 
tunately frustrated by intelligence which Sir 
George Rodney received, and which after- 
wards proved to be incorrect, of an enenay's 
squadron of eight or ten sail of the line 
having been seen steering for the West 
Indies. 



* TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' Sandwich, SL Eustatitu, 
'Feb. 12th, 1781. 

' Yestenfciy a shallop, despatched by Captain 
' Linzee, of his Majesty's ship Santa Monica, 

* arrived in the bay. She left Captain Linzee 
' on the 3l8t December, then in the latitude 
' 45° 52', Cape Fiaisterre bearing s. and by e. 
' fifty-four leagues. 

' A midshipman belonging to the Santa 

* Monica brought me the intelligence con- 
' tained in the inclosed letter*, which I have 

* Contuniiig ths inteUigance abOTS-mcntumed. 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



LIFE OF LOBD RODNEY. & 

* the honour to transmit for their liordsbips' 
' perusal. 

' I immediately issued orders to Sir Samuel 
^ Hood to proceed with all the despatch pos- 
' sible, and, as soon as the nature of the ser- 
' vice would admit, to cruise to windward of 
' Martinique, in order to intercept the ene- 
' my's squadron and conroy. He sailed this 
'day. 

' A frigate having been d^patched yester- 
' day with orders to Admiral Drake to join 
' him off Fort Royal, Martinique, the squa- 

• dron, when united, will consist of seven- 
' teen sail of the line and five frigates ; and 
' your Ijordsbips may depend, that when the 
' very great and important concerns which 
' absolutely require the attendance of Gene- 
' ral Vaughan and myself at this island are 

* settled, we shall not lose a moment's time in 
' joining Rear- Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, and 
> I hope we shall defeat any design formed by 
' his Majesty's enemies against his domlnionft 

• in these seas. 

' The convoy which I design to send in a 
' short time will be extremely valuable, more 
' so, I believe, than ever sailed to Great Bri- 
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' tain, considering its number 6f ships. I 
' shall give a positive order to the officer com- 
' manding it to gain the latitude of the Lizard, 

* at least two hundred leagues west from it, 
' that if their Lordships think it necessary to 
' send an additional squadron for its protec- 
' tion, they may be acquainted with the track 

* that they are to take. 

* I flatter myself that my attention to pre- 

* serve to Great Britain so very valuable an 
' acquisition will meet with their Lordships' 
' approbation, the possession of which ap- 
' pears daily more and more detrimental to 

* his Majesty's enemies, who depended upon 
' the succoiu^ of provisions and stores that 
' were to have been conveyed to them in 

* American bottoms, many of them taken 
' here being loaded with provisions and stores 

* for St. Domingo, and which, considering 
' the present state of Jamaica, I shall send 
' under convoy for the support of that loyal 
' island. 

' Their Lordships may be assxtred that not 
' a moment shall be lost in securing his Ma- 
' jesty's dominions in these seas, and in de- 

* feating the designs of his enemies.' 
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' TO LADY EODNEY. 



' Samdteieh, St. Eustatius, 
' Feb. 12th, 1781. 

' I hope before this reaches you, that you will 
' have received my express sent by the Swal- 
' low sloop, with the important news of the 
' taking of St. Eustatius, St. Martin's, and 
' Saba, with every thing in and belonging to 
' them. 

' Of the Dutch convoy, which I ordered to 
' be pursued, not one escaped. We buried 
' their admiral with all the honours of war ; 

* his courageous obstinacy cost him his life, I 
' regret to say. Your wish, you see, is thus 
' completely fulfilled.^ The Dutch have been 
' drubbed in such a manner as not only the 

* city of Amsterdam, but all Holland, will 
*. feel the blow, as well as many of our people 
' in London. It will teach them for the 
' future not to supply the enemies of our 
' country with the sinews of war : they suffer 
' justly. There never was a more important 
' stroke made against any state whatever ; 

* and if the king, to whom we owe every 
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' thing, IB pleased, I shall be contented. He 
' ia our, best and truest Mend. 

' My son has acquainted me with his at- 
' tachment, and Mr. Harley has written me 
' a very flattering letter upon the occasion*. 
' You may be sure I will do every thing in 
' my power to make him happy. John is 
' well, and is gone another cruise. I allowed 
'.him to stay only one hour in port. Now is 
' the time for him to do his duty apd make 
' his fortune. 

' The situation of the house you mention I 

* like very much, but not the price. What 
' do they qdt for I^ord Carlisle's, or Dick 

* Vernon's in Grosvenor-square ? J should 
' prefer, however, purchasing a house ready 
' Aimished. It would save much trouble, and 
' prevent being grossly imposed upon. Mr. 

* Taylor has treated me very ill. Would you 

* believe it? I had ordered the pUlows of my 

* sopha to be new stuffed, and behold, upon 
' opening them, within the leather was the 

* dirtiest and basest covering, as bad as if it 

* Mr. Geo^ Rodn^ manied in April, 1781, Anne, daughter 
of the Hon. Thomita Uariey, brother of the Earl of Oxford, by 
yiboia be had George, the t^esent lord, and & nuBtaroiu isaui. 
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' waf takes out of Uie street. He shall never 
^ furnisit a house for me. Honesty is the best 
' policy. 
* I am prodigiously fatigued with attending 

* to the duties oonaequeat upon this vast cap- 

* tnre, and putting every thing in order. The 
' convoy with which the goods deposited here 
' are now loading, will, for its number, be the 
^ richest that ever sailed for England. I hope 
' attention will be paid towards its protection 

* when it approaches the Channel. 

' Jenny wrote me a good lettw, and h%hly 

* improved ; I will, if possible, reply t6 it. 

* However, to shew my regard for the young 

* lady, I have named one of the ships of war 
' taken here after her. She must keep a good 
' look out in the Gazettes for all prizes taken 
' by his Majesty's sloop of war the Jane, a 

* warlike name you must allow, and I hope 
' she will scratch his Majesty's enemies. It 
' was at first proposed to be called the Lovefy 
' Jenm^, but I did not choose that my daughter 
' should allure the enemies of my country, as 
' of all things I should abhor a French son- 

* in-law. 
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* You may expect to hear of some other 
' great event. I have sent Sir Samuel Hood 
' to intercept a large convoy of troops and 
' ships of war. My duty to my sovereign and 
' the state detains me here till affairs are per- 
' fectly settled. It is of too great consequence 
' to neglect them. 

' Adieu ! If I can obtain the approbation of 
' my sovereign, and of those who love him 
' and their country, I can look with contempt 

* upon all detractors. His approbation is my 
' utmost wish, and I am sure it is real and 

* sincere. That he may live to overcome all 

* his enemies is my most ardent wish. 

' Remember me to my dear girls, and my 
' faithful friend Loup ; I know you will kiss 
' him for me.' 
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' TO HIS EXCELLENCY GENERAL CUNNINGHAM, 
' GOVERNOR OF BARBADOES. 

' Sajtdmch, SU Eustatius, 
• Feb. 17th. 17S1. 

[EXTEACT.] 

' France, Holland, and America, will most se- 
' verely feel the blow that has been given them ; 

* and English merchants who,, forgetting the 
' duty they owe their King and country, were 
' base enough, from lucrative motives, to sup- 
' port the enemies of Great Britain, will, for 

* their treason, justly merit their own ruin. 

' General Vaughan and myself are deter- 
' mined to remain here till all the stores from 
' their magazines are embarked, and till the 

* htnocr Town, that nest of vipers, which 
' preyed upon the vitals of Great Britain, be 
' destroyed, and the materials and lumber 
' sent for the use of your unfortunate island, 
' and St. Lucie. 

* The just revenge of Britain is slow, but 
' sure ; it has at last overtaken the perfidy of 

* Holland, and will be a lasting memorial of 

* the just punishment due to those who 

* wantonly break their solemn engagements.' 
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' TO COUHISSIONBR LAFOREY. 

* Samtioich, St Eustatius, 
' Feb. 27th, 1781. 

' Agreeable to your desire, all the nayal 
' stores in this island shall be sent to English 
'Harbour to be valued, and proper biHs 

* given for it. I have daily experience of 
' iniquitous practices, and the treasonable 
' correspondence carried on by those calling 
'. themselves British merchants, settled in this . 
'Dutch, and the neighbouring islands, and 

' am fully convinced^ by intercepting hun- 

* dreda of letters, that had it not been for their 
' treasonable correspondence and assistance, 
' the American war must have been long since 
' finished ; nor could the French islands hare 
' been supported. 

■ ' It was from this island, after the battle of 
' the 17th of April last, 1780, that the French 
' fleet were enabled to return to Martinique. 
' They sent &ora this island two vessels 

* loaded with cordage and naval stores, and 

* filled with carpenters, who .joined them 
' under Berbuda ; and by such assistance 
' ieoabled eight of them, which must other- 
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' wise have bore away for St. Domingo, -to 
' keep company with their fleet. What will 
' you say, when I inform you that English 
'traitors were concerned in this scheme; 
' that is to say, men who had once the honour 
' of being Englishmen, but who debased 
' and forfeited that name, when they made 

* themselves Dutch burghers ? As such they 

* are, and shall be treated, and their whole 
' property confiscated. Providence has or-- 

* dained this just punishment for the crimes 
' they have committed against their country.' 



* FBOH THE HARauiS DE BOUILLE, GOVERNOR-. 

GENERAL OF HARTINIQVE. 

•Martiiiique, Feb. 37tll, 1781. . 

' J'ai appris, par les voyes indir^ctes, que les- 
' Francois qui se sout trouv6s 4 St. Eustache, 
' ont 6t6 trait^s avec beaucoup de duret^. Je 
' me reserve k Stre mieux inform6, et &. traiter 

* dans d'autres circonstances cette affaire 
' avec votre Excellence, et Messieurs les 
' g^n^reux Anglois, de mani^re que les, nk 

' gocians Anglois subissent en pareilles cir 
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' Constances le mSme sort que les a6gocian3 
'Francois ont essuy^s.' 



' to his excellency the harquis de , 
* bouille'. 

' Sandwich, St. Eustatius, 
' Feb. 27th, 17S1. 

* Previous to the cartel your Excellency has . 
' been pleased to send for some particular in- 

* habitants at St. Eustatius, I had given direc- 
' tions for their being generally despatched 
' in the most commodious manner in my 

* power, to their proper islands, as well as 
' orders for the cartel that brought English 

* prisoners firom Guadaloupe, to return with 

* French ones to that island, where I flatter 

* myself she is before this time arrived. 

' In regard to the latter part of your Excel- 
' lency's letter, I know of no ill treatment the 
' French at this island have received ; and I 
' flatter myself that when you receive direct 

* information from the island, you will find 
' the French have undergone no hardships 
' here, but what necessity, the fortune of war, 
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' and the particular circumstances of this 
' island rendered unavoidable.' 



' TO ARETAS AKERS, ESQ., AGENT FOR THE- 
'PRISONERS OP WAR, ST. CHRISTOPHER'S. 

' St. E ustatiu, Feb. 27th, 1781. 

' I km this moment favoured with your letter, 
' and must desire you will inform Mr. John- 

* son*, your commander-in-chief, that there is 
' no man who can have a greater respect for 

* him than myself; but, as prisoners of war 
' are under the direction of the commander-in- 
' chief of his Majesty's fleet, employed in 
' these seas, and have been so ever since 
' government experienced the iniquitous use 
' that was made oifiags of truce in the last waf^, 
' he must excuse me if I give orders to permit 

* no flags of truce whatever to go to the wind- 

* ward islands without my permission. All 
' my cruisers have an order to stop them ; and 

* I own myself extremely surprised that he 
' could be persuaded to permit officers of dis- 

,• Prestdent of St. Christopher's, the Governor being deai 
t The common price for a flag of truce being thirty Johaneses. 
Vol. II. D 
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' tinction, and engineers, to have that liberty, 
' which I will never allow: neither shall -dny 
' French prisoners of war be exchat^ed to 
' the windward islands, unless I send you 
' directions for that purpose. And I must 
' beg that none be sent to Guadaloupe and 
' Martinique, without further tafdets from me ; 
' and that Monsieur Raillier, the chief engi- 
' neer, be immediately, with his servant and 
' ba^age, sent down to me in this road, that 
' I may dispose of him as appears to me best 
' for his Majesty's service. 

' I must request that you will express my 
' astonishment to Mr. Johnson, that he should 
' think of sending flags of truce at this impor- 
' tant crisis, which could serve only to give 
' the enemy intelligence.' 
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' TO THE HONOURABLE A. JOHNSON. 

' St. Eustatius, March 2ncl, 1781. 

* I cannot help expressing my astonishment 

* to find that you should ■ at this critical time 
' permit flags of truce* to depart from St. 
' Christopher's, which can answer no other 
' end than to convey intelligence to the enemy 
' of what is going on in these parts ; and I 
' must further assure you, that I shall give 

* positive orders to all my cruisers to bring 
' in whatever flags of truce they may meet 
' with, the prisoners in which I shall most 

* undoubtedly send to England.' 



' TO REAR-ADMIEAL SIR SAMUEL HOOD. 
' St EusUtius, March Znd, 1781. 
' I am this instant informed, by a person who 
' left Guadaloupe last night, that a ship from 
* Martinique arrived there about twelve o'clock 
' at noon, who reports that he was one of 

* These private flags of truce were the means of treasonable 
correspondence being carried on with the enemy, and great sums 
were generally given for them. 

D 2 
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' one hundred and seven sail, who sailed from 
' Brest under convoy of Monsieur de la 
' Touche Treville, and arrived with the whole 
' convoy at Martinique the night before last. 

' I have examined the man thoroughly : 
' he persists in the account being true, and 
' that the greatest rejoicings were making at 
' Guadaloupe. But whether true or not, it is 

* absolutely necessary for his Majesty's ser- 

* vice to have it ascertained ; you cannot, 
' therefore, too soon appear with the fleet ofi" 
' Port Royal. Should the French fleet be 
' arrived off that port, you will please to ac-r 
' quaint me thereof with all the despatch pos- 

* sible, and take such steps as to you shall 
, seem most advisable for the speedy junction 
' of the squadrons. 

' This being of the utm(Mt importance, I 
' am sure you will lose no time in proceeding 
' accordingly.' 
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CAPTAIN ROBINSON, H.M.S. SHREWSBURY, TO 
' ADMIRAL SIR GfSORGE B. RODNEY. 

' Sandy Faint, St Christopher's, 
• March 2nd, 1781. 

' I have the honour to inform you that I 
' arrived here with his Majesty's ship under 
' my command this morning, since which I 
' have seen Captain Marlow, the command- 
' ing oflBcer of the artillery at this place, who 
' acquaints me that there are twelve brass 
' guns*, twenty-four pounders, with their 

* carriages, shot, &c. &c., and several wag- 

* gons, to be put on board. The guns weigh 
' upwards of fifty-two hundreds each, and 
' lie close under Brimstone Hill ; where the 

* water is short, and the surf constantly run- 
' ning. They have neither proper boats, 
*' spars for skids, nor any other conveniency 
' to bring them off. 

* P. S. On my way to this place, I met 

• These cannon were put on shore by order of General Grant, 
and the people of St. Kitfs would not find negroes to get them 
up to Brimstone Hill, though often pressed so to do. and even after 
it was found impossible to bring them off from the place they had 
been put on shore. 

It is notorious, that the French could not have succeeded in the 
subsequent reduction of that island without these veiy cwnon. 
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* with a French flag of truce from Guadaloupe, 
' bound to Basseterre. She left that island 
' yesterday morning, and had on board a 
' master of an English schooner, with two 
' men and a boy, and two letters for Mr. 

* Johnson, the commander-in-chief. As she 

* appears like a spy, I have written to Mr. 
' Akers to get her stopped till further orders 
' from you.' 



' JOHN LAFOREY, ESQ. TO ADMIRAL SIR GEORGE 
' B. RODNEY. 

' Antigua, Much 4th, 1781. 

* I will promise myself, from what you have 
' been pleased to communicate to me, that the 
' possessing ourselves of St. Eustatius will be 
' the means of cutting off" entirely the enemy 
' from supplies in this part of the world, 
' as well as the securing our government 

* against the treasonable practices of such as, 
' calling themselves subjects of Great Britain, 
' and availing themselves of her protection, 
' have had the opportunity of proving them- 

* selves the greatest of her enemies.' 
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' " By Sir Geoi^e Brydges Rodney. 

' " You are hereby required and directed to 

* '* receive on bowd his Majesty's ships under 
' " your command Messrs. Curyon and Gou- 
* " vernier*, whom you are to carry with yoii 
' " as prisoners of state to England. You aT6 

* '* to take great care that a guard is kept con- 
' *' stantly over them, and that they by no 
' ** means be permitted to go on shore until 
* " they are delivered into the custody of some 
• "- of-his Majesty's messengers. 

' " Given under my hand, on board 
' " H.M.S. Sandwich, St. Eustatius, 
' " March 4th, 1781." ' 

To ComoiodDre Hothun. 

* 'niese ^ere the very persons committed for high treason ; ajid 
their books And fiftpen deposited with his Majes^s secretuy of 
(tats, which clearly ahowed their treasonable aorrespoodenoe aai. 
intercourse carried on between the British subjects and the ene- 
nies <tf Great Britain, and who were discharged' wit/Ktat any trial, 
Hd mffovd to taju tb^ criminating papen with them. ' ' 
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' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' St. Eustatins, March 5th, 1781. 

' A dangerous conspiracy having been en- 
' tered into by several men belonging to his 
' Majesty's cutter the Sylph, to rise in mutiny 
' to seize and destroy the officers, and carry 

* the cutter either to America or to a French 
' port, and having been. happily discovered by 
' a marine, whom they attempted to delude 
' to join them in their villainous design,- I 
' ordered the affair to be inquired into at a 
' court-martial, when six men were found 
' guilty arid condemned to death. 

* So atrocious a deed, deserving no pardon, 
' and the very existence of the British fleet, 
'and, I may say, of the. nation, depending 
' upon the strictness of the discipline neces- 
' sary to be observed in our navy, in ordet.to 
' prevent treason and mutinies, and to deter 
' others from committing so heinous a.crime, 
' determined me to. let the law take its course ; 
' and this day they were executed accordingly, 
' on board the different ships in this road. 

' To have pardoned any one after com- 

* mitting so heinous a crime as treason and 
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' mutiny, might have induced others to ran 
' the same risk ; whereas the whole suffering, 
' cut off all hope from men who may commit 
' the same crime, and I am sure will have a 
' good effect, and I hope for ever prevent it. 

' I have long experienced, that where good 
' discipline prevails, there is seldom occasion 
* for punishment. 

* Inclosed I transmit the minutes of the 
' court-martial, and the original sentence.' 



* TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

'St Eustatius, March 6th, 1781. 

' Since the despatches I had the honour to 
'send their Lordships by Captain Fitzher- 
' bert, I must desire you will please to ac- 
' quaint them that every attention has been 
' paid towards refitting the Dutch line-of- 
* battle ship, which was greatly hurt in her 
' masts, and also in preparing the very rich , 
' convoy to sail for Great Britain under the 
' protection of the Vengeance, of seventy- 
' four guns'; the Prince Edward (lately the 
-' Mars the Dutch admiral's ship), of sixty- 
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* tro guns ; the Mars (late the Dutch ^gate), 
' of thirty-eight guns ; and the Alcmene, of 

* thirty-two. guns. 

' Commodore Hotham has taken charge of 
' the convoy, and will sail from this road on 
' the 10th instant at farthest; he has my 

* orders to be extremely attentive to their pre- 
' servation, and to see them Into the Downs. 

' The two Dutch men-of-war are remarkably 
' fine on^ of their rate, the frigate mounting 
' thirty-two eighteen-pounders, and the Dutch 

* admiral's ship many brass guns. 

' I acquainted their Lordships, in my letter 
' of the 12th February, that on the arrival of 
' the express from Captain Linzee, I imme- 

* diately despatched Sir Samuel Hood, with a 
' squadron of fifteen sail of the line and five 
' frigates, to cruise to windward of Marti- 
' nique ; and although Sir Samuel, with his 

* squadron, has been long on his station, ^id 
' the Santa Monica and Licorne been arrived 
< more than a fortnight, the enemy have not 
' yet made their appearance in these seas. 

' The squadroQ is spread in such a mann^ 
' to the windward of Martinique and Domi^ 
' nique, with the frigates dispersed at a proper 
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'distance, that it will be aknoet impoBsible 

* for an enemy to approach without being 

* timely discovered. 

* The enemy's four line-of-battle ships 

* uid four lai^e frigates, which still continue 
' at Guadaloupe and Martinique, are well 
' watched. The blow the French islands 

* have received by his Majesty's ministers 
' ordering the capture of St. Eustatius, is most 

* severely felt by them. Every trick that can 
' be devised, assisted by the inhabitants of 

* St. Eustatius and some merchants at St. 
' Christopher's, has been attempted to be 
' played, in order to induce General Vaughan 

* and myself to leave this island, in hopes 
' they might have an opportunity of retaking 
' it by a coup de main, and thereby recover the 

* magazines of provisions and naval stores. 

' We know our duty too well to be seduced 

* by the enemy's artifice ; and when our duty 

* requires us to leave this island, it shall be 
' left in such a situation as to render it not an 
' object of attack. 

' As this island has long been an asylum 

* for men guilty of every crime, and a re- 

* ceptacle &r the outcast of every nation — 
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' men who will make no scruple to propag^e 
' every falsehood their debased minds can in- 
' vent, I think it my duty to lay before their 
' Lordships the resolution General Vaughan 

* and myself have taken relative to the ae- 
' curing this important conquest to Great Bri- 
' tain, and that she might avail herself of all 
' its riches as an atonement for the injuries it 
' has done her. 

' The American agents are the very persons 

* through whose hands the Dutch succours 

* were to have been conveyed to America, and 
' whose names were mentioned in the Ame- 

* rican treaty. They (Messrs. Curyon and 
' Gouvemier) are taken, and will be sent 

* prisoners in the Vengeance. 

' An agent, and many French merchants, 
' resided in this island ; and that no national 

* reflection may be cast with justice upon the 

* honour of Great Britain (thoi^h the French 

* magazines, of provisions and stores have 

* been seized), their persons have been treated 
' with respect, and they will be allowed to 
' carry with them in cartel vessels to Guada- 
' loupe and Martinique all their household 
'furniture, plate, linen, &c. &c., and their 
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' numerous household slaves. The Dutch 
' Amsterdam merchants will likewise be al- 

* lowed proper cartel ships to carry them and 
' their families, with their household fumi- 
' ture. They can have no pretence to desire 
' to remain in this island, as I hope it will for 
' ever cease from being a place of commerce. 
' The guilty American merchants, and the 
' equally guilty Bermudian and British, 
' though compelled to retire, will be per- 

* mitted to take with them their household 
' goods and personal effects. 

' The very few respectable men in this 
' island were those who owned the sugar plan- 
' tations. Few of them were concerned in 
' the pernicious commerce which proved so 
' detrimental to Great Britain. They have 

* been treated with the respect due to them-, 

* as have likewise been the honest inhabitants 

* of Saba and St. Martin's, who seemed pleased 
' with the change of government, and I be- 
' lieve will prove loyal subjects. 

' These, Sir, are the measures that General 
' Vaughan and myself have pursued, which 
' we flatter ouraelves will ensure us the ap-- 

* probation of his Majesty and his ministers.- 

' The Dutch governor. Monsieur de Graaffe, 
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' was the first man who insulted the British 

* flag, by taking up the salute of a pirate and 

* a rebel, and who, during his whole adminis- 
' tration, has been remarkably inimical to 
' Great Britain, and a favourer of the Ame* 
' rican rebellion. Two of their capital ships, 
' the De Graaffe of twenty-six guns, and the 
' Lady de Graaffe of eighteen, in both of 
' which he is supposed to have a share, prove 
' how much the Americans thought themselves 
' obliged to him. 

* Every respect aa a governor is shown him; 
' though, as a man, he is entitled but to little. 
' The meanness of his mind, in frequently 
' requesting to remain in this island as a 
» private person, where he had commanded 

* in chief, is truly contemptible, and his 
' request has not been complied with. He 
*'has made an amazing fortune, and, by all 

* accounts, much by oppression. His plan- 

* tation is seized for his Majesty ; but h6 

* will be allowed to ta,ke with him his house- 
' hold goods, furniture, plate, jewels, linen, 
' and all his domestic servants, and he will be 
' conveyed to Great Britain in a good ship, 
' propCTly fitted for his own and his family's 

* reception. 
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' TO THE EARL OF SANDWICH, 

- ' SL EustatiuB, March 7th, 1781. 

' I haye endeavoured for these three daya 
' past to put pen to paper, in order to give 
' your Lordship a particular account of the 
' situation of affairs in this part of the world, 

* and of the happy consequences that will 
' result to Great Britain from the capture of 
' Urn island. 

' The gout in my right hand has prevented 
' my writing a full detail, with such ohserva- 

* tions as I do not think proper should be 
'written by an amanuensis, one of whom I 
' am now obliged to employ ; and until I shall 
-' be able to write myself, must beg leave to 
' refer your Lordship to my public letter to 
' the Board. 

* The continual mental and bodily fatigue 

* that I have experienced for this year- past 
' preys upon me so much, that unless I am 
' p^mitted to leave this climate during the 

* rainy season, I am convinced it will disable 
' me from doing my duty to his Majesty and 
' the state in the active manner I could wish, 
' and have been used to. 
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* Nothing upon earth can ever induce me 
' to decline going upon any service that his 
' Majesty may require, but such an extreme 
' ill state of health as might render me unfit 
' to perform it in the manner I could desire; 
' I must therefore entreat your Lordship to 
' lay me with all humility at his Majesty's 
' feet, and to beg his Royal permission, that 
' in case my health should b^ such, at the end 

* of this campaign, as to require a northern 
' climate to restore it, he will be graciously 
' pleased to permit my return to Great Britain 

* during the three rainy months. The very 
' passage will, in all probability, brace me 
' sufiiciently to enable me to return hither in 

* October, should his Majesty deem my pre- 
' seuce here, during the season for acting; 
' necessary. 

' I have not a wish or desire to remain one 
' moment idle or unemployed. The infinite 
' obligations I owe my Sovereign will for evCT 
' demand my constant service to be executed 
' according to my utmost abilities. While I 
' live he shall have them. 

' Your Lordship cannot judge the pain it 
' gives me when I am compelled to request 
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' one moment's respite from the public service, 
' but I hare a complaint, owing to too much 
' activity and exertion, which, I am told by my 
' physician, will absolutely require my leaving 
' the torrid zone, as by relaxation it will daily 

* increase. 

' I beg your Lordship will be assured 
' that I shall ever remain, with the utmost 

• respect. 

'&c. &c. &c.' 



* TO RE AB- ADMIRAL SIR SAMUEL HOOD. 

• St Eust^us, March 6th. 1781. 
[EXTRACT.] 

' The news of the arrival of the French fleet 

* and convoy at Martinique, which I sent you 
' word of by the Garland, proves only to have 

* been fabricated with some very sinister views, 

* by some merchants at St. Kitt's, in order to 

* impede his Majesty's servants. 

' Some of them have already been detected 
' in a treasonable correspondence with the 

* enemy, at Guadaloupe. They are taken into 
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* custody, and I have transmitted the letters 
' by the Greyhound, which sailed yesterday 
' (with Sir Chalouer Ogle on board), to the 
' Secretary of State.' 



* FROH SIR SAMUEL HOOD. 

* Barfieur, MutiniqiM, 
* March lOth. 1781. 
[EXTRACT.] 

* I could not brii^ myself to give the smallest 
' degree of credit to the enemy's arrival at 
' Martinique, and concluded it was a tricking, 
' rascally report of the St. Kitt's gentry, to 
' take you from St. Eustatius ; or else of the 

* French, to take me from my station.' 



' FROM LADY RODNEY. 

' London, March 17th, 1781. 

' Joy to you, my dear Sir George, equal to 
' what you have given yoxir friends at hcone, 
' and, I may say, the whole nation, on your 
' glorious successes, which, I believe, were 
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' never equalled in the annals of this or any 

* other country ! 

' It is totally impossible to describe my 

* feelings on this occasion. Every countenance 
' is lighted up with joy, every voice rings with 
' your praises-^then what must I feel who adi 
' so nearly and dearly connected ? 

' Your express arrived on the morning of 
'the 13th. My house has been like a fair from 
' that time till this. Every friend, every ac- 
' quaintance c^e. I went to the drawing- 

* room on Thursday following. It was more 
' crowded than on a birthday ; ahd the spiritK 
' which every one was in was enlivening to a 
' degree, and the attention and notice I re^- 

* ceived from their Majesties were sufficient to 
' turn my poor brain. In the evening I went 

* to Cumberland House, where the congratti- 

* lations were equally warm and flattering. 
' The King said to me, at the drawing-room, 
' " that he hoped I was contented now, and 
' " that your success had answered my expec-' 

* " tetions, that he begged to know how long it 

* " would be before I again expected to hear 

* " from you." I replied* •' Not above six 
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' " weeks ;" upon which he turned to Lord 
' Denbigh, and said, " I was the most unrea- 
' " sonable person he ever met with." He 
' added, that he was extremely happy to find 
' you enjoyed your health so well, and that he 
' had heard that you did not look above ttoer^ 
' years of age. 

' This glorious news has been a thunderbolt ' 

* to the opposition, very few of whom appeared 
' in the House of Commons. Negotiations 
' towards peace had been talked of for some 

* time before its arrival, and it cannot fail to 
' produce a favourable eflFect upon them. 

' I hope you will be able to write again 
' soon ; you were very good to send me so long 
' a letter, for you must have been extremely 

* hurried. I suppose John will not share any 
' prize-money, as I find he was out on a 
' cruise. Captain Sterling told me that John 

* chased him a whole night on his passage 
' home, taking him for an enemy. I was 
' rejoiced to hear he was so active. 

' Mr. Rodney is made very happy by your 
' answer to his wishes ; and I have been intro- 
' duced to Mrs. Harley and our intended very 
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* amiable and pleasing daughter. The father 
' and mother appear very much gratified with 
' the match. 

' The girls are writing to you, so of them I will 
' say nothing further than that they are quite 
' well, aad poor Loup too. The girls are so 
' happy about you, and in the expectation of 
' seeing you soon, that they are wild with 
' spirits. Your having promoted Captain 
' Savage has given great content to our friends, 

* General and Mrs. Trapaud, and they com- 
' mission me to say a thousand grateful things 

* to you. I sent to them the moment I re- 
' ceived your letter. I also wrote to Mr, and 

* Mrs. Keene respecting their nephew Haw- 
' kins, of whose safety I was very glad to 
' hear. How fortunate it was that the express 
' reached you the moment it did, by which 
' means, and your indefatigable spirit, you 
' secured that rich convoy, which otherwise 
' would have undoubtedly escaped ! Had 
' Colonel Ferguson's intelligence been the 
' first which you received, you would have 
' been too late, for I think he did not get to 
' you until the 8th. 

' Captain Sterling says he came home under 
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* water the whole way. Thatik Heaven, he 
. * arrived safe with hie treasure of intelligence. 

' It is reported that you are to be made a peer. 

* Toruight I am going to the Duch^B of 

* Norfolk's, and to-morrow to another old 
t friend of yours, Lady Harrington, whose 

* attentions and civilities to me are un- 

* bounded. * * * • 

* Gower* is gone with the grand fleet to Gib- 

* raltar, in the Edgar, Captain Elliot not being 
' sufficieutly recovered. Your brother has 
' been extremely ill, but is well again. Adieu : 
' may health and eveiy happiness attend you, 
' is the sincere wish of your truly, &c. &c. &c. 

* H. R.' 



' Mr. Rodney has just left me, very happy, 

* as he is to be married in a few days; but this 

* must depend upon his being released from 

* a committee, which he is at present attend- 

* ing, in the House of Commons.' 

* Aften* ards Adipind Sir EFmmug Pen«^ 
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' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' St. Eustatius, March 17tb, 1781. 

' Nothing material has occurred since my last 
< despatches by his Majesty's ship the Grey- 
' houndr except the surrender of the two 
' Dutchcoloniesof DemeraraandEssequibo*, 
' and the French island of St. Bartholomew. 

* The surrender of the last island has made 
' his Majesty Sovereign of all the Leeward 
' Islands, and will prevent the French priva- 
' teers firom sheltering themselves under it, 
* and distressing the trade of his Majesty's 



' The capture of St. Eustatius has dis- 
' tressed the French islands beyond concep- 
' tion. They are greatly in want of every 

* Id a BubBequent letter to Sir Philip Stephens, Sir George 
Sodnqr made the following remark with reference to these {wo 
cdlaniea :— "IlieBe cokmieB in the hands of Great Britain, if 
' properly encouraged, in a few years will employ qiore ships, and 
' pmduoe more mwiue lo the Crown, than all the British West 
' Indian ialanda united.' 
The annual produce of thcK coloniea was : 

10,000 hhds. of sugar. Rum in proportion. 

9,000,040 lbs, of oofEte. 

600,000 lbs. of cotton. 

Cocoa and indigo, not particularly ascertained. 
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* Species of provisions and stores. I will use 
'my best endeavours to blockade them in 

* such a manner as, I hope, will prevent their 
' receiving any. The only danger is from the 

* British islands, whose merchants; regardless 
' of the duty they owe their country, have 
' already contracted with the enemy to supply 
' them with provisions and naval stores. 

' My utmost attention shall be to prevent 
' their treason taking place.' 



'to. LADY RODNEY. 

' SU Eustatius, March 18th, 1781. 

* I wrote to you lately by that strange man, 

' Sir C , and hope he did not keep it in his 

' pocket, and forget to deliver it. 

' My very particular friend, Mr. Geoi^;es, 
' brother-in-law to Sir' Ralph Payne, will take 
' the trouble of this. He is a most worthy 
' man. Chief Judge of St. Christopher's, 
' and purely out of friendship to me, under- 
' takes this voyage ; and, to expose the villainy 
' of the English merchants who resided in this 
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' island of thieves, he takes all their books 
' of letters, which, to their astonishmeat, I 

* ordered to be seized. Had they had but an 
' hour's notice, they had all been destroyed ; 
' but by taking them, all their base designs 
' and treasonable practices against their 
' country have been brought to light. The 
' English merchants of St., Christopher and 
' Antigua were equally guilty. They now 
' hate, as much as they before applauded me ; 
' but all the good subjects rejoice. 

' Two other Dutch colonies have submitted. 
' I have given them good terms. Surinam 
' has likewise contributed four of her larg^t 
' ships, taken by my cruisers, and many more ; 
' and may be the colony itself will be taken, 
' if time will allow. 

* What blockheads the Dutch have been, to 
' quarrel with the only power that could de- 
' stroy them! I cannot say more — Mr. Georges 
' will tell you all. 

' My love to my dear girls. Tell Jenny 
' I expect she plays well. I will treat her 
' with the best harpsichord that money can 

* purchase. John is well, but not in luck ; for 
' though he has been much at sea, he has 
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< taken nothing, and at this critical time has 

* sprung hie masts, and is obliged to be sent 

* into English Harbour. I have sent for him, 
' as I do not like his being there while his ship 

* is fittii^. 

' Harford I have made a captain. 

' Do not foi^et my love to my dear, faithful 

* friend Loup ; and tell him, that though I 

* have the most beautiful spaniel in the world, 
. < I make him keep company with servants, 

' that I might not be tempted to take notice 
' of him without Loup's leave. Adieu. 

* I must leave this country in June at 

* farthest. All the French islands are block- 

* aded, and in all probability will be very 
' greatly distressed. They can receive no 
' succours without a battle 

' What could we not have done, had Clinton 

* sent an army with me?' 
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' FROM THE EARI, OF SANDWICH. 

' Admlnlty, Much 21st, 1T81. 

* Upon every despatch we receive from you a 
' new panegyric is necessary, as yon give us 
' no opportunity of writing but to convey ap- 
' plause. I own that my talents upon this 
' subject are almost exhausted; and I really 
' believe that the next conquest you make I 

* shall have nothing to say, but barely to 

* repeat my acknowledgments for the great 
' services you have done your country. 

' I fear you have been misled by the intel- 
' ligence sent you by Captain Linzee, which 
'was certainly well meant and well executed 
' on his part ; but you will long before this have 
'found that he acted upon a mistake, as the 
' fleet which he fell in with was certainly Mon- 
' sieur d'Estaing going into Brest, though pos- 

* siblyhewas standing out tosea, in order to get 
'a proper offlng before he pushed for his port. 

' I hope the intelligence we now send you 
' is better founded, though I own I think it 
' very doubtful where the twenty-five sail now 
' ready at Brest are destined for. The pre- 
' vailing and most probable opinion is, that 
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* they are to go to the West India Islands, 
' and afterwards to North America; but it- is 
' also supposed that they may join the Spa- 
' nish fleet at Cadiz, in order to dispute Ad- 
' miral Darby's passage to Gibraltar. A very 
' little time will clear up these mysteries ; but 
' I own that my present opinion is, that the 
' fleet is destined in the first instance, if 

* possible, to check your conquests. 

' I flatter myself that neither the sea nor 
' land forces will be displeased with the mode 
' that his Majesty has thought of for the dis- 
' tribution of the property taken at St. Eusta- 
' tius. The detail of that business cannot be 
' finally settled till we hear from you again ; 
' but I apprehend that the general idea of its 
' being distributed in proper proportions be- 

* tween the captors, must be agreeable to all 

* parties. 

' I am exceedingly obliged to you for your 
' attention to my recommendations of Cap- 
' tains Bickerton and Chetwynde, and Lieu- 

* tenant Wells. I have nothing at present to 

* trouble you about in the same line, as I am 
' told you have also given post to Lord Ayles- 
' ford's younger brother. 
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' We are in daily expectation of your first 
' convoy with the Dutch men-of-war, and I 
'shall be in continual anxiety till they are 
' arrived at Spithead, as the enemy, if they 
'keep a good look-out*, must be masters 
' of the Channel till the return of Admiral 
' Darby's fleet. 

' I have nothing to add, but to express my 
' wish, that you may go on in the line in 
' which your rapid progress has .been hitherto 
' directed. That Fortune may still smile upon 
' you, and success attend all your operations, 
' will be the constant prayer of, 

' &c., &c., &c.' 

* llie enemy did keep a good look-out, having had the moat 
correct intelligence of the sailing of this convoy. In the evening 
of tiie 2nd of May, twenty leitgnes to the westward of Scilly, 
kt 49° 47', with a light breeze from N.E., Monsieur de la Mott« 
Kquet, ha^ng under his command six ships of the line (viz., one 
of one hundred and ten guns, two of seventy-four, and three of 
sixty-four), besides frigates, fell in with Commodore Hotham's 
fleet, and kept company with them during the night. At day- 
break on the 3rd be gave chase, and guned &st upon them. This 
being perceived by Commodore Hotham, he made a signal for an 
enemy, for the convoy to disperse, and endeavour to save them- 
selves ; also for the nar-ships to dram closer to him. The enemy 
made after the convoy, and ci4)tured about twenty of them. The 
remiunder were fortunate enough to make their escape—most of 
them into Beerhaven in Ireland, where they found Commodore 
Hotham with the ships of war. 
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' FROM LADY RODNEY. 

' London, March 2inA, 1191. 

' I am this moment informed, that a cuttet 
' will sail for you immediately, and that thfe 

* despatch will lettye the Admiralty to-night, 
' wherefore I can only write you a VCiy fftw 

* lines. 

' I hear that a patent for yotii* peerage is 
< making out. I received a letter last night 
' from the Duke of Chandoi, who mentldned 

* it, and has, I believe, written to yon on the 
' subject. He said, that if it was agreeable 

* to you to take your title from Rodn^ Stoie, 
' your old family estate, you were extremely 
' welcome ; and that, on your return, the estate 
' should be yours, should you choose to have 
' it at a fair valuation : that what the King 
' had said to him about you had given him 

* great pleasure, and that he had his Miyesty's 
' permission to communicate it to you. I 

* hope and trust the name of Rodney will at 

* all events be preserved. I sent the Duke'a 
' letter to Mr. Rodney, as he is tfae most 
' interested in the matter of any person after 
' yourself. 
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' With respect to Someraetahire, I confess 
* I am not partial to that county; for which 
' reason, as there m no house upon the estate, 
' I shall not be sorry if you should decline 
' purchEtging Rodney Stoke» as I understand 
' that you may take the title although die 
' property may not be yours, and that this is 
' Tery frequently the case. 

' I hare only time to add that we are all 
' quite well, and that I am, &c. &c. &c. 

*H.R.' 



* TO hear-adImiral sir samuel hood. 

' St EuBtatius, March a5tli, 1781. 

' I am favoured with your's of the 10th in- 
' stant, and am glad you did not look into 
' Fort Royal, agreeable to my orders for tiiat 
' purpose. Your reaaoniug was extremely 
' just ; and though I gave but little credit to 

* the insolent assertion of the master of the 
' St. Christopher's &ag of truce, yet his im- 
' pudence was such, as to make it, in my 

* opinion, necessary to be inquired into ; and I 
' am now fully convinced it waa a trick of the 
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* French, in order to induce me to leave this 
' place in hopes of their having an oppor- 
' tunity to retake it by a coup de main, or 
' destroy the rich convoy going to England 
' under the protection of Mr. Hotham. 

' The tricks they are now playing, by daily 

* sending flags of truce from Martinique and 
' Guadaloupe, under the pretence of assisting 

* the French merchants, are very obvious ; 

* but in reality they only come with a view of 
' reconnoitring and making underhand in- 
' quiries of what force is to protect the con- 
' voy, and the time of its sailing. 

* An officer from the Marquis de Bouill6 
' arrived here yesterday with the same honour- 
' able design, and was unguardedly too in- 

* quisitive relative to the sailing of the con- 

* voy, and its value. I am fiiUy convinced 

* they have a design, if possible, to intercept 
' it, and with the very four line-of-battle ships 

* and three frigates from Fort Royal. 

' The officer's eagerness to return again this 
' day, in order to carry any intelligence, I 

* have prevented by an embargo, which shall 
' continue for ten days ; but I am firmly of 
' opinion that it is highly necessary the 
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' French squadron in Fort Royal Bay, and 
' the whole island of Martinique, should be 
' closely blockaded, in order to prevent the 
' said squadron sailing, or the island beii^ 

* surrounded by the reinforcement, expected 
' from Europe. 

' From my long experience of that island 

* and its navigation, I am well convinced that 
' a. British squadron, can keep its station off 
' Fort Royal Bay for months together, without 
' being drove to leeward *. 

' And as the French convoy, seen by the 
' Santa Monica and Licome, if bound to 
' Martinique, must,' in all probability, have 
' arrived before this time, I think the sur- 

* rounding that island, and blockading the 
' French squadron in the Bay of Fort. Royal, 
' of the highest importance at this critical 
' period ; for should a French squadron arrive, 
' it would be impossible for them to avoid an 

* action, should they attempt to get into any 
port in Martinique, provided you invest the 

' Bay of Fort Royal, with the line-df-battle 

* Admiral Sir George Pocock, in the firat war of Geoi^e Ihe 
Second, remained on that station for four months, and effectually 
prevented any commerce entering that port. 

Vol. II. F 
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* ships under your command, stationing 
' some frigates to windward of that island, 

* and one particularly on the north side of 
' Trinity, by which means you would gain 
' timely notice of their approach, and a cer- 
' tainty of bringing them to action. 

' Yoii would likewise hare an opportunity 

* of despatching such of your fleet as might 

* be in want of stores, provisions, and water, to 

* St. Laicia, which ships would be always ready 
' in a few hours to rejoin you, and Martinique 

* kept in continual alarm ; more especially if 
' Mr. Drakej with part of his squadron, block- 

* ade St. Pierre. I would therefore wish that 

* you would not permit any of your fleet to 

* water at Barbadoes, which would be the 

* means of separating them, but put the 

* scheme I propose into immediate execution, 
' which the moment I am informed of, I shall 
' hasten to join you with the Monarch, Bel- 
' liqueux, and Shrewsbury, and every frigate 

* that can be spared from this station, the 

* better to enable you to perform this very 
' important service. 

' The convoy from England will be ready 
' to sail in about forty-eight hours ; and I have 
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' the pleasure to inform you, that since you 
' left this road, there has scarce been a night 
' without an American capture, and that the 
' valuable Dutch colonies of Demerara and 
' Essequibo have surrendered at discretion to 
* his Majesty's arms.' 



* TO BEAB-ADMIBAL SIB PETEE PABKEB. 
' St. Euitatiiu, Match 33rd, 17SI. 

' I hope I may by this time give you joy of 
' the surrender of Cura^oa to his Majesty's 

* arms under your command. I have, in ad- 

* dition to the surrender of St. Eustatius, to 

* acquaint you, that the Dutch settlements of 
' Demerara and Essequibo have submitted at 
' discretion. 

' By accounts I have received from the Ad- 
' miralty, I have reason hourly to expect the 
' arrival of a rich convoy for Jamaica ; but, 
' as the present convoy has been accidentally 
' detained before it came this length, I shall 
' iristantly despatch it under Captain CadO- 
' gan, of the Licome. I submit to your con- 

* sideration, whether it may not be worth your 

F2 
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' while to Station some of the ships under 
' your command to meet the ' convoy above 
' mentioned, as it will he impossible for me to 
' send down any ships of force with it to Ja- 
' maica, for the protection of which island I 
' hope they will be in a great measure em- 
' ployed while they are here ; and for the more 
' immediate defence thereof, you may depend 
' on their being instantly employed by coming 
' down to it, whenever I shall have intelli- 
' gence of a force belonging to the enemy 
' sufficient for its attack having passed these 
' seas. 

* An immense quantity of stores and cordage 
' has been found here, a part of which, as 
' soon as the wants of English Harbour are 
' satisfied, shall be sent for Port Royal.' 



' TO REAE-ADMIRAL SIR SAMUEL HOOD. 

' Sl EunUtius, March S4th. 1781. 

* I am this moment favoured -with your letter 

* of the 22nd instant, with the intelligence sent 
' by Mr. Drake. Lieutenant Cobb, who has 

* joined me in the William tender, acquaints 
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' me that he passed in the night, to leeward 
' of Martinique, a number of ships which 

* appeared to him steering for that island. 

' I have therefore despatched the Monarch, 
' Torbay, and Shrewsbury, to join you with 
' all the despatch possible. The Belliqueux, 
' which is now at Antigua, will soon fol- 
' low. 

' I shall be impatient till I know what force 

* these ships were; and make no doubt, if 
' inferiorto you, a good account, should an 
' opportunity oflfer, will be given of them. 

' The critical situation of this island, with 
'the great riches therein in naval and other 
' stores, demands General Vaughan's and my 
' utmost attention to prevent its falling into 
' the enemy's hands. 

' The fortifications for its protection are 
' almost complete. All the French inhabi- 
' tants this day quit it, and in a few days the 
' Americans shall be sent off. The reason for 
' their not being sent sooner was, the intelli- 
' gence they might have given in America, 
' thereby preventing them from coming to this 
' island, which they still continue to do. It 
' has been a fatal trap to them. 
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' Bad as the Sandwich is, and continually 
' pumping, should there be occasion, she shall 
'join you, as I shall myself, the moment 
' affairs here will admit of my leaving the 
' island. 

' Should the squadron of the enemy's ships 

* leave Martinique, I make uq doubt biit you 
' will order them to be followed to leeward as 
' far as this island ; giTiug me notice, if such 

< an event should take placQ ; not but that I 
' shall keep myself constantly prepared for 
' their reception. 

' P.S. General Vaughan has desired me to 

< mention to you, that in case anything ex- 
' traordinary happen, the sixty-ninth r^- 

* ment can be instantly landed at St. Lucia 
' for the protection of that iskutd.' 
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* FSOM THE HABQUI8 D£ BOUILLE', GQVEBNOK 

* OF MARTINIQUE. 

' Martinique, Mars, 1781. 

' J'ai I'honneur de vous envoyer une parli- 
' meataire pour toub piler de renvoyer 8ur 
' leur parole Monsieur de Raillier, capitaine 
' dans le Corps de G6nie, et quelques autres 
' officiers Francois prisonniers. Je propose 
' r^change de Monsieur de Raillier centre 
' Monsieur Coote, Major du 28™* regiment, 
' qui est actuellement prisonnier de guerre, 
' 8ur sa parole k St. Chriatophe ; et je joins 
' ici les par duplicates, dont je tous prie de 
' m'en renvoyer un sign^ de vous. J'ai eu 
' proc6d6s pour des officiers Anglois, — je 
' vous demande les mfimes pour les officiers 
' Fran9ois. Votre Excellence doit savoir, 
' que j'avois permis au Capitaine Savage de 
' servir avant son ^change qui a eu lieu 
' depuis. 
' Je ne vous parle plus des prisonniers que 

* vous deviez me renvoyer, et que je n'ai pas 

* re^u. Gardez les, et je conserverai les 
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* votres. La France est assez peuplfee de gens 
' de guerre pour en user ainsi arec I'Angle- 
' ' terre. 

' J'ai I'honneur d'etre, 
' Avec autant d'estime que respect, 
* Monsieur, 
' Le Mahquis de Bouille'.' 



' FROM THE SAME. 



' Martinique, Mars 12, 1781. 

' Les Francois qui sont de retour k la Marti- 
' nique, et qui ont eprouve et partag6 les mal- 
' heurs de St. Eustache, m'ont assur^ avoir 
' 6t6 trait6s avec moins de rigueur que les 
' autres habitans de cette isle.' 
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' TO THE MARQUIS DE BOUILLE . 

' St^EuBtatius, March 23nl, I7S1.. 
*I have received the honour of your Excel- 
' lency's letters,' and am sorry to find that a 
' man of such high rank and character as the 
'Marquis de BouUl^ should descend so far' 

* as, from an intelligence which he himself 
' confesses came to him in an indirect way, 
' to use menaces. 

' British Admirals neither fear, nor use 

* threats. They are responsible for their ac- 

* tions to. none but their sovereign and their 
' country, and were never known to insult an 
' open and declared enemy. Such have been 
'ever treated with respect and kumatdty. 

' Perfidious people, wearing the mask of 
' friendship, traitors to their country, and 
' rebels to their king, deserve no consideration 
'or favour, and none shall they ever meet 

* with at my hands. 

' I must again repeat to your Excellency, 
''what I had the honour to communicate to 
' you on my first arrival in these seas, that I 

* can no longer permit private flags, of truce 
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' to pass between the King my master's 
' islands, and those of the French. The 
' communication I am determined to prevent, 
' and I have given orders to all my cruisers 
' to seize and detain all flags of truce but such 

* as General Vaughan and myself may be 
' honoured with from your Excellency, or 
' such as we may have the honour to send 
' you, without exception, whether English or 

* French." 



' FHOM THE MARQUIS DE BOUILLe'*. 

' Martinique, March, 1781. 
' I am satisfied that a British Admiral and 
' French General ought to be responsible 
♦ only to their king and county. To both I 
' owe reprisals ; and cniel as it may be to have 
' recourse to them, you set the example at 
' St. Eustatius, and I shall pursue it- 

' Your Excellency no doubt forgot that you 
' were writing to a French General, who, from 

* The Editor has to regret that he has been unable to obtain a 
copy of thU lettei' in its oiiginal language. 
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* the events of the war, has been for some 
' time in the habit of despising insolence. I 

* had the honour to write ,to your Excellency 
' that I would not exchange any more pri- 
' sonars. They shall all, without exception, 
' be sent to France. 

* I repeat once more, that you may act as 
' you please towards our flags of truce. To 
' quiet your apprehensions on that score, I 
' shall send no more. In future the interpre- 
' ters of our sentiments shall be our cannon. 

* By those means we shall avoid all political 
Vdi^putes, go fastidious and disgusting in 
' themselves, an4 which are more in the de- 
' partmont of ambassadors than of soldiers.' 



' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' St. EuataUita, March 2601, 1781. 

' I must desire you will acquaint their Lord- 
' ships thatCfiptain Cadogan, in his Majesty's 
' ship Ijcorae, with the treide for Jamaica, has 
' sailed, and that Martinique continues to be 
' closely blockaded by the squadron of his 
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' Majesty's ships, under the command of 
"Rear-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood. 

'A circumstance which I think it highly 
' necessary their Lordships should be ac- 
' quainted with, has lately come to my ears, 
' and which will prove the rancour the people 
' settled in this island, and who called them- 

* selves English subjects (thougli they lost 
' the noble privilege annexed thereto when 
' they became Dutch burghers), bore to their 
' mother country. 

* It was well known that his Majesty's fleet 
' employed in these seas, where the wear and 

* tear is much more considerable than in the 
' European, have frequently been in want of 
' all sorts of cordage, more especially since 
' the late hurricane, and the storm of wind 
' the squadron under my command encoun- 
' tered on its leaving the' coast of America. 

* The distressed situation of the fleet under 
' my command obliged me to give orders to 
' the storekeeper of bis Majesty's- yard at 
' Antigua to purchase cordage to refit them; 
' and although by himself and his deputies 
' every endeavour was made to purchase some 

* at St. Eustatius, such, was the ill-will of the 
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' inhabitants, none could be procured, under 
'the pretence that they had none in store; 
' -when, behold, upon taking the island, and 
' seizing the storehouses, many hundred tons 
' were found therein, which must have been 
' lodged there a considerable time, for the sole 
' purpose of supporting his Majesty's public 
' enemies, and the rebellious subjects in 
' America ! 

' Upwards of fifty American vessels, loaded 
' with tobacco, have been taken since the 
' capture of this island. The numerous letters 
' found on board them plainly prove that 
' (their hulls and masts excepted) all their 
' rising, sails, cannon, powder, ammunition, 
' and stores of ail kinds, in order to navigate 
' them, were sent from this island, without 
' whose assistance the American navigation 
' could not possibly have been supported. 
' These, Sir, are facts incontrovertible, and can 
* he provedhy numberless letters of correspondence 
' between thun, as well as by their own books *, 

• These books and papers were lodged in the Secrelaty of 
State's Office, and afterwards given up ; in consequence of which 
the Admiral, when afterwarda called upon to sustain the legality 
of hb confiscations of Ihis property alleged to be Brilish legally 
exported and imported, was deprived of the most material and 
conclusive evidence. 
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* which are sent to England in hia Majesty's 
' ship the Venus, in order to their being laid 

* before his Majesty's ministers, for their 

* perusal. 

' So open and barefaced has been the con- 
' duct of this island, in supplying our enemies 
' with naval and military stores, that without 

* their assistance they would never hare been 
' enabled to have continued any considerable 
^ time in these seaa ; and so inimical have 

* they always proved to his Majesty, that I am 

* assured^ from undoubted authority, that in 

* the space of several years, (and at times 

* when there was the greatest want of cord- 
' age), not more than thirty tons, in the whole, 

* were ever procured from this island. 

' The convoy to Great Britain shall sail 
' agreeably to their Lordships' orders.' 
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' Km Majesty's Instructions to Admiral Sir George 
' Bridges Rodn^ and Qeneral Vaugkan. 

" Court at St. James's, Much 30th, 1781. 

' "Whereas, by the blessing of Grod upon 
' your prompt and vigorous execution of our 
' orders, you hare obtained possession of the 
' Dutch islands of St. Eustatius, St Martin, 
' and Saba, and thereby, and in consequence 
' thereof, captured a lai^ number of ships 
' and vessels, merchandizes, naval and mili- 

* tary stores, provisions, and other eflfects, 
' the property of the enemy, which by law 
' appertaineth unto us in virtue of Our Pre- 
' rogative Royal, but we being graciously dis- 

* posed to reward the zeal and bravery of you, 

* Our said Ck)mmanders-in-Chief, and of Our 
' land and sea forces under your respective 
' commands, employed upon these services, 
' and to encourage all others Our forces and 
' their Commanders to pay the like ready 

* Etnd punctual obedience to Our orders, and 
' to exert their utmost vigilance, alacrity, and 

* intrepidity in the execution of them, do 

* relinquish, and have hereby relinquished. 
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* all our rights, title, and claim to the said 
' ships and. vessels, merchandizes, naval and 
' military stores, and other effects - of the 
' enemy, so captured by you, Our said Com- 
' manders-in-Chief, and Oiir land and sea 
' forces under your respective commands (ex- 

* cept only , the whole of the provisions and 

* the ordnance, arms, and ammunition, and 

* other military stores provided for the de- 
' fence of the said islands, or which may be 
'judged necessary by you and Our engi- 
' neers for that purpose, which have been 
' found therein), the same to be for your and 
' their sole use and benefit, to be divided in such 
' a manner as We shall direct and appoint, 
' saving ialways to the settled inhabitants of 
' the said island the possession of their lands 
' and the produce thereof, houses, slaves, 
' cattle, furniture, utensils, and stock, that 
' shall be found therein ; as also such effects 
' as shall be proved . to be the property of 

* British subjects, lawfully . expm-led thither, or 
' which may ■ be lawfuUy , imported into Great 
' Britainfrom thence.' 
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* FROM REAR-ADMIRAL SIR SAMUEL HOOD. 
' Martinique, April Ist, 1781. 

' I have received the letter you did me the 
' honour to write me on the 24th ultimo, by 
' the Monarch, which joined me yesterday, 
' and at the same time, the Torbay appeared 
' in sight ; and I find that I am soon to expect 
' the Shrewsbury, Belliqueux, Amazon, and 
' Triton. 
' The ships Lieutenant saw in the 

* night of the 22nd, were the American ves- 

* sels which I informed you sailed from St. 
' Pierre's : the Santa Monica met with one of 

' them. Had Mr. gone oflf Fort Royal, 

' where he knew Admiral Drake was, the 
' whole would probably have been taken the 
' next day, as they were between the islands 
' to windward. 

' As I am well aware how desirous you must 

* be to know what these vessels were, and 

* that everything remains at Fort Royal as 

* for some "months past, I despatched a 
' schooner to you, and have very great satis- 
' faction in the honour of communicating with 

* you by every possible opportunity. 

VoL.IL G 
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' I do not conceive there will be any occa- 
' sion for your sending the Sandwich, and I 
' trost the ehipft you h&ve been pleased to put 
' under my command will be jiilly adequate 
' to my giving a very satisfactory accpiint of 

* any force of the enemy I may have the g(K»d 

* fortune to meet with. 

' Should any squadron leave Martinique, 
' you may rely, Sir, on my paying strict at- 
' tention to your command. I shall also 

* attend to General Vaughan's desire respect- 
' ing the sixty-ninth, though I know not what 
' the squadron would do without it, having so 

* many sick on shore. 

* I begin to be extremely impatient for the 
' honour of seeing and acting immediately 

* under your flag, as I do not feel myself at all 

* pleasant in being to leeward ; for should an 
' enemy's fleet attempt to get into Martinique, 
' and the commander of it incline to avoid a 
' battle, nothing but a skirmish will probably 
' happen, which, in its consequences, may be 
' a defeat to the British squadron, though not 

* a ship be lost, and the enemy suffer most. If, 

* therefore, your apprehensions are over with 

* respect to an attempt upon St. Eustatius by 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



XIM 0» LORD BQDMBVt •« 

* a coup-de-mam, and think the Dutch convoy 
' safe irom the ships i|i Fort Royal, J most 
' humbly beg leave to suggest, with all due 

* submission to your better and more en- 
' lightlied judgment, whether it would not be 
' more advisable, wben the whole of the vpry 
' respectable force you havp dope me the 

* hopoifr to commit to my charge are watered, 

* stored, victualled, and collected together, 
' that it be stationed to windward, with ^ pro- 
' per number of frigates to look out. The 
' ch^ce wquld be iabuudanfly more in my fe- 
' vow for effect^ally crushing ^y squadroa <?f 
' the enemy coming tq Il^^rtipique, th^ by 
' cruising before Fort Royal ; but I mopt rea- 
' dily submit to yqur superior knowledge and 
' experience, and shall cheerfully obey your 

* commands upon all occasions with ihe nt~ 
' mofA fideUty.' 
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'TO REAR-ADMIRAL SIR SAMUEL HOOD. 
' St. Eustatius, April Srd, 1781. 

' I have been favoured with all your de- 
' spatehes from the 19th of March to the 1st 

* of April, and sm fully convinced that every- 

* thing has been done in the best manner 

* possible for the advantage of his Majesty's 
' service, as it always will be, whilst the 
' squadron is under your command. 

* The sickness of the several ships gives 

* me great uneasiness ; fresh provisions should 
' certainly be procured for the sick at Gros 
' Islet island. 

' The French inhabitants are to be treated 
'-without ceremony, agreeably to their own 
' custom, when provisions are wanted for the 
' use of the king, and paid according to the 
' price of meat at Barbadoes. Application 
' should be made to the captain of the quarter 
' to send in provisions for the hospital at a rea- 
' sonable price. Upon his neglecting to send 
' them as directed, they should be taken from 
' the first plantation, and paid for by the 
' agent. This is conformable with the French 
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' custom, by which they are now governed, and 
' for which I will answer the consequences. 

* I have this instant received your's of the 
' iBt instant, and am glad the Monarch and 

* Torbay have joined you. Mr. 's con- 

' duct in not retumii^ to give notice to Rear- 
' Admiral Drake of the vessels he fell in 

* with, is highly blamable. You may de- 

* pend upon it his promotion will not be 
'forwarded thereby. 

* It is with concern that I cannot possibly 
' concur with you relative to the fleet under 
' your command cruising to windward of Mar- 

* tinique at this critical moment. I am well 

* acquainted with the distressed condition of 
' the island, and of the infinite importance 

* it is to the state that its embarrassmente 

* should be multiplied by a close blockade, 
' which I must by all means draire you will 

■ ' persist in, and station your squadron of line- 

* of-battle ships in such a manner as you may 
' think most proper to answer so desirable 
' an end. 

* I cannot by any means approve of leaving 
' the bay of Fort Royal and the ships therein, 
' even for a day, unblockaded. 
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' I am coritinced, that by fetatiortitig ftigatts 
' to witid*£^j and particdlEUiy off CtiaTelld 
' and Triiiityi bothitig call tipitrOach on the 
' nOrUi fiidfe withOiit yoUt hating timely ho- 

* tice ; and so far am I from thinkihgi that id 
' case the enemy should come between Mw- 

* tinique and Dominiqu^j it would proddce 

* only a skirmish, that the squadron being td 
' windward in the bay of Fort Royal would 

* always have it in their power to cut them off 

* &om the landi and fort« them to a general 

* action; more especially if a ship or two ww6 
' stationed off Carbet, with the town of St; 
' Pierre open, who might repeat the 8^;nals 
' made by the frigates stationed off IViuity 
' the moment they open the Pearl Rotk. 

' Any part of ynur sqliadilDn you may think 
' hece^ary to station off St. Anne's Bay <ot 
' Point Salines would give you timely notice 
' of the enemy's approach to the south, and 
' would effectually prevent their receiving 
' Succours in that bay. 

' I look upon the blockading the isltmd of 

* Martinique to be of infinite importance; ind 
' t will hasten to you as many of the small 

* frigates as can possibly be spared from othel- 
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' serHoes, the better to enable you to perfonni 
' so essential a service. 
' I h&Te seat orders to the commtuiding 

* officer of any cobToy that may arrive at 
' Barbadoes, to repair without loss of time 
' with the shipB bound to the Leeward Islands 
' and Jamaica, to join me with the latter at 

* this island, dropping the others at the dif- 
' ferent islands, and all the store-ships and 
' victuallers to be hastened to St. Lucie. 

' As a most pernicious correspondence i^ 
' still attempted to be carried on betweeU 
' St. Lucie and Martinique^ I must recom- 
' mend it to you to keep a good look-out, 
' and| if possible^ prer^it so treasonable a 

* practice,' 



* TO REAR-ADMIRAL SIR SAHtlBL HOOB. 

' St. Eostatiua, April 8th, 1781. 

* The infinite fatigue end trouble I hate had 

* since the capture of this island, asBistiug in 
' puttii^ it in order, is more than I can bear. 

* I shall leave it in a very few days to the 
' oare of General YaughEUi and its garrison, 
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' (it is now fortified,) and shall join the fleet 
' off Martinique. 

* The moment the public business is finiBhfed 
' here, and my presence can be dispensed with, 
' I propose to join you at Martinique, which 
' island I know to be in the greatest distress 
< for want of provisions. Our duty is to keep 

* it blockaded in the best manner the force 

* under our command will admit, for which 
' purpose I have signified to the governors of 
' Martinique and Guadeloupe that I shall 
' admit no more flags of truce, and have given 
' orders for all those now at St. Eustatius to 
' sail, and upon no account return, under the 
' penalty of being detained as prisoners of 



' TO JOHN LAFOREY, ESQ., ANTIGUA. 

' St. Eustatius, April Uth, 1781. 

' I have been favoured with your letter rela- 
' tive to the stores, and am sorry there is not 
' store-room sufficient to contain the great 
* quantify of naval stores taken at this island. 
' Government ^ould reap tl^e greatest advan^ 
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' tage, could it be possible to secure them ; 

* and if you should think it proper to erect 
' bare waUs, the roofs, doors, windows, &c. 
' &c., you may have from this town, without 
' any other expense than the takii^ them 
' down, as I am fully determined the store- 
' houses in the lower town shall be unroofed; 

* and the materials sent to St. Lucie, Bar- 
' badoes, aud Antigua, that this iniquitous 
' island may no longer be a mart for clan- 
' destine commerce.' 



* TO REAR-ADMIRAL SIR PETER PARKER. 
' St. Enstalius, i6tli April, 1781. 

* I hope you received the letter I had the 

* honour to send you by Captain Cadogan, 
' and that his convoy arrived safe at Port 

* Royal. 

' The great and rich prizes we took here 

* required the strong force of two sail of the 

* line and three frigates for their protection to 

* Great Britain. 

' The trade likewise of the Caribbee Islands, 
*■ which will sail for Great Britain on the 30th 
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' infttdnt, Irill likewise feqiiire the ptbteclidil 

* of two Ships tii the line and & frig&te ; tiiUl Hi 

* the enemy hourly expect a great fleet in 

* these seaS« I have ecai^ely a sufflcietkt ntiib- 
' ber of line-of-battle ships to blockade the 

island of Martinique, or to engage the 
' enediy'B fleet, should they appear, if their 
' niimber shoilld be so lai^e 99 reported. Of 
' course I cannot spare any line-of-battle ships 
' from Uie defence of tiiese islands^ unless a 
' squadron of the enemy should pass to lee- 
' ward, when you may be assured my greatest 
' attention shall be to the preseryation of the 
' island of Jamaica. 
' As We are now at war with the Dutch, 

* atid as the islands of Cura^oa and St. 
'■ Domingo, and the Spuiish maini have 
' alwa.ys been locked upon as undra* the 

* depuiment of the admiral comtnaading-in-i 
' chief at Jamaica, I flatter myself an attack 

, ' or blockade of Cura^oa has been made by 
' the squadron under your command. If the 

* condition of your ships has been Buch as not 
' to permit your undertaking any expedition 
' against that island, I must b^ leave to re- 

* present to you hew very necessary it will be» 
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*that pftrt of yout- eqiiadrcMd ehouid either 
' bletikad^ Gtli'a^oa, oi- cruise fis far td wiod- 
' ward &8 the &tlst ^d of St: Domitigo, in 
' order to meet and protect the gteat Coiitoy 
' of naval stores, provisittilBi kd kt.y that are 
^ ^ortiy expetjted from England, bound t6 
' Jtunftica ; fUid whibh^ ulileab part of yOtit- 
' squadron is stationed for theit protei^tioh; 
' may be liable tt) be intercepted by the l)utch 
' s^Uadfoti from Cura^ttft, which, by thte bfest 

* hltellig^bce I eaa obtcdH, eon^ists of two sail 
' of the line and Uiree frlgELteS: 

* Thfe boloaieS Of Beible^, Bemeitira, and 

* Essequibo, have already submitted to his 
■' Majesty's arms ; and 1 flatter myself that 

' Surinam is not impregnable. Nothing shall 

* prevent its being attacked but the arrival 
' of the enemy's fleet and troops *, which we 

* are made to believe will consist of twenty- 
' foiir ^ail o^ the line, and ten thousand sol- 
' die^ ; ahd; AB repiMi;ed by ^e feneAHy, €u^ 

* hoUrly expected. 

* Sir Samuel Hood, with altiiOsi eVery Ship 

* of tlife fleet tttider my eoblmwid, is Closely 

■ Which did airive on the Z9tll of April, and prevented the 
attack on Surinam. 
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' blockading Martinique, where there are four 
' sail of the line and three frigates ; and the 
' island itself in the utmost distress from want 

* of provisions. 

* One week more will finish the sales of all 

* the stores found in the immense magazines 
' of this island, when I will take care this 

* nest of thieves shall be levelled with the 

* earth, as an example to perfidious states. 

* By the next convoy I shall send you a 
' very large ship, laden with naval stores, 

* captured at this island, and if circxunstances 

* will admit, I shall strengthen the English 
' convoy.' 



' TO JOHN LAFOKEY, ESQ., ANTIGUA. 

' St. Eustatius, April 21si, 1781. 
' My duty requires me to insist that the navd, 

* stores shall not be sold to merchants, in 

* order to prevent their being liable to be 

* purchased by the public enemy, or to be the 
' support of his Majesty's rebellious subjects 
' in America. 
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' If, Sir, you are of opinion that the said 
' stores should not be wanted for the use of 
' his Majesty's ships employed in these seas, 
' or that you are not empowered to desire 
' their being sent to Antigua, for the use of 
* his Majesty, you will please to let me know, 
' that I may order them to England, where, 
' I am sure, they will be acceptable, if it is 
' only to send them back for the use of the 
' British ships of whx employed in the West 
' Indies and America.' 



' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' St. EustatiuB, April 21at, 1781. 

■ I take the opportunity, by tiie Swift packet, 

* which sails this day for England, to desire 

* you will please to acquaint their Lordships 
'that the trade of Barbadoes, and his Ma- 
' jesty's LeewM^ Islands, will sail for Great 
' Britain, agreeably to their commands, on 
'the 30th of April, or as soon after as 
' possible. 

' This conToy will be commanded by Capt. 
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' Affleck, in the Triumph i with th^ Vigilant, 
' Sir Georgfi Homei the Popeps, I^pnl Chiui^ 
' FitKgef^d ; and die Vesuvius bopib, C^pt. 
' Otway*. 

* As C^ptfun Affleck proposes to proceed 
' with the 99met eonvoy into the high latitude 
' of 49^ 45'. «t leftst two hundred leagues wei>t 
' of tho Lizard, I thought it my duty to signify 
' the flam^ to thoir t^rd^hips ; and to inclose 
' the signal? hy which the caavoy way he 

* ascertained and known hy any 8qua4ron 

* of ships that their Lordships m^ht think 

* it necessary to send for protection of the 
' convoy. 

' The condition of the Sandwich, Ajax, 
' Montagu, and the two bombs, is such as 
' will oblige their being sent to England with 
' the Jane convoy. 

' General Vaughn and mypelf are impa- 

* tient till we receive his Majesty's ccHjunands 
' rdative to the lover town of St. Eu9tatius, 
' which is a range of stiwehoii^es of about a 
' mile end a quarter in length, which, however 

* iucq^diblo to bejiere, were let at the raatv- 

* On the arrival ttf the French fle^ at Martinique, Ci^tiia 
ASidi and tbe Triuqq^ ime Attained in tbe Wwt luiwa. 
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* mous sum of twelve hundred thousand pounds 
' per annum. 

' The naval and military stores are removed 
' from the island, fmd the ^eatest part of the 
' inhabitants have quitted it ; but should the 

* buildings be pennitted to stand, it will not 

* only be an inducement tq the enemy to 
' attempt -the retalting it, ehould an oppco*- 
' tunity offer, but likewise encourage people 
' to settle here, in hopes of carrying on the 
' ssune pernicious commerce which was here* 
' tofore »o detrimi^tal to Great Britain. 

' Captain Hawkins, late of his Blajesty'a 
' ship Deal Castle, which ship was driven out 
' of Gros Islet Bay, St. Lucie, in the hum- 
' cane, and wrecked on the coast of Porto 
' Blco, having been most honourably ac- 
' quitted, is charged with th^e dwpatches to 

* their I^ordships.. His exfeme ill he^th, as 
' likewise his being a prisono- of war, pre-f 

* vented his remaining in this climate. I 
' must beg leave to recommend him to their 

* Lprdebips as an active and brisk at&cef.' 
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' TO LADY RODNEY. 

■ St. Euslatiua, April 23rd, 1781. 

' Many thanks for your last letter by the 
' packet, which left England two days after 
' my express with the news of our taking St. , 

* Eustatius arrived at Falmouth. 

' It would have afforded Vaughan and 

* myself much pleasure, and very great satis- 
' faction, to have known how the nation took 
' this immense capture, with the additional 

* Ones of the three colonies of Demerara, 
' Essequibo, and Berbice, belonging to the 
' Dutch on the Spanish main, and which have 
' added a very considerable increase of wealth 

* to the nation. An express sent by Captmn 

* Linzee, of the Armonica, who was convoy to 

* the West India Trade boimd out, mentioning 
' that he had fallen in with an enemy's fleet 

* of fourteen sail of the line and one hundred 

* sail of transports, bound to the West Indies, 
' deprived me of taking likewise the island of 

* Cura^oa, Sir Samuel Hood having had my 
' orders to seize the said island ; but as it was 
' far to leeward, and in the district of the 
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' admiral commanding at Jamaica, I did not 
' venture to detach so large a part of my fleet 
' to that distance, when I had intelligence of 

* snch conBcquenee, and from whence they 
' could riot return within a month, by which 
' time tiie enemy's squadron, if bound to the 
' West Indies, might have done us irreparable 
' injury. The enemy have not as yet arrived. 

* The greatest part of my fleet have been 
' waiting for them under Sir Samuel Hood, 
' to windward of Martinique. 

' I cannot express the fatigue I have suf- 
' fered at this island. Had I not stayed here, 

* every villainy would have been practised, 
' and by persons who call themselves English. 

* The island is put into a state almost 
' impregnable, and I hope when the convoy 

* sails for England, which will be on the 30th 

* of this month, Vaughan and myself will 
' leave it, instead of the greatest emporium 
' upon earth, a mere desert, and only known 

* by report; yet, this rock of only six miles in 

* length, and three in breadth, has done 

* England more harm than all the arms of her 
' most potent enemies, and alone supported 
' the infamous American rebellion . 

VoL.n. H 
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' May all the enemies of Bfitaip meet the 
' same fete> and add to them the whole who 
' hare been her most miBchievouB and most 
' dangerous foes. I shall be happy to hear 
' that the King is pleased, I owe every thing 
' to him, and to him alone. No inducement 

* shall ever make me forget the infinite obliga- 
' tions 1 lie under to him. Had we but an 
' army, and proper implements of war, much 
' might be done, but ships alone cannot take 
' mountains. 

' Inclosefd I send you the Herald's device 
' of the supporters 1 am allowed. I approve 
' of it, but have draired my son to tell him 
' that he will oblige me if he will elucidate 

* your arms with mine. 

' Give Jenny the inclosed pictures. I know 
' she loves them. I wish she had a taste for 
' drawing. If my great convoy of prizes 
' arrive safe in England, I shall be happy, as, 

* exclusive of satisiying all debts, something 
' will be left for my dear children. I must 

, * leave this climate for very particular rea- 
' sons* ; I hope, therefore, I shall have his 

* In addition topn attack froiia hia old enemy the gout. Sir 
George Rodney was nowjvlsited by a veiy painftd cnnplaiut. 
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' Majesty's permission to return to England 

* with the June convoy, which is to sail from 
' this country on the 15th of that month, when 

* the season for acting here will be nearly 
' over. 

* John is cruising. He is now changed into 
' a new ship, the Sybil of twenty-eight guns, 
' a change with Lord Charles Fitzgerald, who 

* is going home in the Boreas. He is grown, 
' I believe, to near six feet, and manly*. I 
' shall keep the ship constantly at sea whilst 
' I remain in this climate, and lef him have 
' as little of the shore as possible. I have 
' given him £ , and have told him that 

* his fortune is now in his own hands, and 
' that by diligence in his profession, in all 

* probability he will acquire a handsome pro- 
' vision for himself 

' Desire Mayler not to send me any more 

which rendered it necesaaiy tor him to have recourse to the best 
surreal advice. 

* Captain John Rodney vaa singularly handsome, though not 
quite BO tall as here represented. After the general peace, he 
married Catbertne Nugent, only daughter of Thomas, sixth Bsrl 
erf Westmeath, who fed in February, 1794. In October, 1799, 
he married Louisa Stratford, second daughter of John, third Earl 
of AMborough in Iretand, aad he has since muried in the isluid 
of Ceylon, Mademoiselle Antoinette Bea£. 

H2 
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' stores from England. I neither like the 

* expense nor risk, and had rather purchase 
' what I want here. My chief anxiety is, that 
' neither yourself nor my dear girls shall ever 
' again be necessitous, nor be under obliga- 
' tions to others. 

' Adversity is a good school, but I hope 
' my children will never experience her lec- 

* tures,. though I would have them learn, if 
' possible, to avoid her acquaintance. 

' This is a long letter, and I hope very soon 

* to receive your's by the convoy, with my 
' girl's pictures. My love attends them, and 

* likewise my fwthfol four-legged iriend. 

' Adieu.' 



TO LORD GEORGE GERMAINE. 

' St. Eustatius, May Std, 17S1. 
' Inclosed I have the honour to send your 
' Lordship a packet of letters taken in an 
' American vessel, by which your Lordship 
' will perceive the iniquitous practices of a 
' Mr. Doheman, belonging to the English 
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' factory at Lisbon, who has for some time 
' been carrying on a treasonable correspon- 
* dence with the American rebels, and ha^ 
' supplied them, in Portuguese vessels, with 
' ammunition and stores. 

* The rebel Congress hare appointed him 
' their consul in Portugal, and I regret to 
'inform your Lordship that the Portuguese 
' merchants at Madeira have already begun 
' to assist his Majesty's rebellious subjects in 
' America, as can be plainly proved by many 
' letters taken in the rebel vessels.' 



' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

* Sandwich, at Sen, 
'May 6th, 1781. 

' I must desire you will be pleased to ac- 
' quaint their Lordships, that on the 4th 
' instant, his Majesty's ship Russel joined 
' me, the Captain of which informs me that 
* Rear-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood had an 
' action with the French fleet arrived from 
' Europe, and which consisted of twenty-One 
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* sail of the line, and were, during the action, 

* joined by the four sail of the line that had 

* been so long blocked up in the Bay of Fort 

* Royal. 

' By Captain Sutherland's account, the 

* French, as usual, kept a considerable dis- 
' tance, and seemed to bend their greatest 

< force gainst the four ships of Sir Samuel 

* Hood's line, which must have suffered 

< greatly, the RuBsel having ceveral shot 
' between wind and water, being in danger of 

* sinking, the water being above the platform 
' in the magazine. 

' Upon receiving this news, I instantly dis- 
' patched the convoys bound forGreat Britain, 
'Jamaica, and America ; in six hours re- 
' paired the damages sustained by the Russel, 
' sent that ship to Old Road St. Christopher's, 
' to complete her water, which was exhausted, 

* with orders to her captain to join me without 

* a moment's loss of time, and put to sea 

* myself with the Sandwich and Triumph, in 

* order to join the fleet with all the dispatch 

* possible, which I am now endeavouring to 
'do. 

* Yesterday his Majesty's ship Pegasus, 
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* which I had sent some time since with dis- 
' patches to Sir Samuel Hood, rejoined me at 
' sea. Captain Stanhope informs me that he 
' had met with calms, and violent showers of 

* rain under Guadaloupe, which had prevented 
' his joining Sir Samuel Hood so soon as I 
' Could have wished : that the day before, 
' the 4th instant, off Fort Royal, Martinique, 
' he saw the French fleet turning into that 
' Bay ; that four large ships and a frigate 

* chased him, but were called off by the 

* French Admiral ; that he saw nothing of the 

* British squadron, which makes me conclude 

* they were in Gros Islet Bay, St. Lucie. I 
' instantly dispatched the Pegasus with letters 

* to Sir Samuel Hood, acquainting him that I 

* was hastening to join him, and directed 
' Captain Stanhope to proceed to windward 
' of the islands, in order to avoid calms, or 
' being intercepted by the enemy. 

' I beg you will assure their Lordships, that 
^ no time shall be lost in my joining the fleet, 

* and reconnoitring the enemy's, whose force 
' shall not deter me from attacking them, 
' should they give me an opportunity.' 
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' FROM THE EARL OF SANDWICH. 

' Admimlty, May 3rd, 1781. 
* I am tired of congratulating you upon 
' your successes ; and as I foresee future 

* claims from you of the same nature, I believe 

* I must hereafter leave what I ^ave to say on 
' these subjects to our official correspondence. 

' I troubled you so lately by Lieutenant 
' Hood, of the Ranger Cutter, that I shall not, 
' at present, trespass much farther on your 
' patience than by informing you that I 
' thought it advisable to make your applica- 

* tion, for leave to come home, an official 

* letter. You will, therefore, receive an 

* answer to it from Mr. Stephens, but I own I 
' flatter myself that you will not avail yourself 

* of your permission to leave your conuuand 
' in the present critical situation of our affairs. 

* The whole government, and the public in 
' general, are satisfied while you retain your 
' command. What can you wish for the 

* public service, or for your own honour and 
' advantage, by leaving it for a single hour ? 

* The war cannot last much longer ; why had 
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( you rather that the scene in the West Indies, 

* where you have reaped so many laurels, 

* should close under fiuy other management 

* than your own ? It is most probable that the 

* French fleet in your seas will go to North 
' America, in the hurricane months. No one 
' can 80 well judge of the propriety of foUow- 
' iag them as yourself, and I cannot conceive 

* why you should desire to leave this very nice 
' point to be decided by others, who hare not 
' your experience or credit with the public. 

' You will observe that I write now as a 
' private friend, and not as the head of the 

* Naval Department ; therefore you will of 
' course consider yourself as to be guided 
' entirely by your own feelings, and by the 
' instructions you have received in the proper 
' channel of correspondence. 

' I much wish that the Swallow and Ranger 
'cutters may have reached you time enough 
' to apprise you of the approach of the fleet 
' under De Grasse. The false alarm you 
' received from the well meant, though ill 
' founded, intelligence sent you by Captain 
' Linzee, has, I fear, stopped the career of 
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* your conquests, which would otherwise have 
•* added Surinam and probably Cura^oa t<> 

* the British dominions. 

' I fear that unless you are so fortunate as 

* to intercept Monsieur De Grasse before his 

* arrival at Martinique, he will be consider- 
-* ably superior to you in the number of his 
' ships, therefore our chief dependence must 
' be, for a time at least, on the skill and con- 

* duct of our commander-in-chief and the 
' bravery of the officers and people under 

* him ; for we have not the possibility of add- 
' ing a ship to your fleet, nor the means of 
' making any detachments, except two or 
' three ships to the East Indies, where every- 
' thing is at stake, till some timo after Ad- 

* miral Darby's return from the Mediterra- 
' nean, of whom we hare had no authentic 
' information since he left the coast of Ireland 

* on the 27th of March. 

' The Dutch naval force is certainly very 
' contemptible, if we consider them as a mari- 
' time power ; but still their little, added to 

* France, Spain, and America, and their vici- 
' nity to their own coast, adds considerably to 
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' our difficulties, and renders our fleet less 
' adequate to the services that are expected 
< from it. 

' If you should avail yourself of your leave 

* to come home, you may be assured that J. 
' shall be happy to embrace you ; but I own I 

* do not wish to see you till you have com- ■ 

* pleted the great work you have so succeas- 

* fully begun, and to which I may say (with- 
' out suspicion of flattery) I think no one 
' equal but yourself. 

' I am, &c. &c. 

' I think it proper to inform you, that Ad- 

* miral Arbuthnot has, at his 6wn desire, leave 
' to quit his command, and return immedi- 
' ately to England ; and that it is in contem- 
' plation, though not absolutely determined, 
' that Admiral Digby should succeed him in 
' the command in America.' 
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' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' Sandwich, May 9th, 1781. 

* Since my last of the 6th instant, informing 
' their Lordships that I was using every en- 
' deavoiu" to join the squadron under Sir 
' Samuel Hood, which I imagined was at St. 

* Lucie, the alarm guns from the island of 
' St. Christopher's, as I was passing there, 
' gave notice, hy firing, of a fleet being in sight. 

' I thought it my duty to anchor in this road ^ 

* to learn the reason of the alarm, and to be 
' ready to assist in the protection of the island, 
' should it be a squadron of the enemy's ships 
' cruising with an intent to attack it. At the 

* same time observing a laige ship in the 
' offing steering for^ this road, and apparently 
' crippled, I sent to reconnoitre her. It 
' proved to be his Majesty's ship Centaur, 
' whose captain had been killed in the late 
' action. Captain Smith, the officer appointed 
' to command her, informs me that the squa- 
' dron which appeared at the north side of 

* this island, and occasioned the alarm, was 
' Sir Samuel Hood's, standing to the north- 
' ward, in order to gain his passage to the 
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' windward of the islands ; that the Intrepid 
' Mid Torbay were to leeward, having received 
' considerable damage, and that the Captain 
' of the Intrepid had letters for me from Sir 
' Samuel Hood, upon which I dispatched my 
' swiftest sailing tenders for them, and in- 
' closed have the honour to send the original 
' dispatches for the perusal of their Lord- 
' ships. 

' The Centaur, Intrepid, and Torbay, having 
' received considerable damage in their hulls 
' under water, were in very great danger. 
' Every dispatch possible, night and day, 
' has been used in heeling and repairing the 
' defects of these ships ; and I have the plea- 

* sure to acquaint their Lordships, that they 
' will all be ready to sail with me this even- 
' ing to the appointed rendezvotis to wind- 
' ward, where I hope to arrive before Sir 
' Samuel Hood, with his squadron, which was 
' driven so far to leeward as to be obliged to 
' go to a considerable distance to the north- 

* ward, in order to weather the island of Ber- 
' buda. I propose to go with the squadron 
' under my command between Antigua and 

* Guadaloupe, by which means I am in hopes 
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* of arriving before Sir Samuel, and preyent^ 
' ing the enemy attacking that very valuable 
' island of St. Lucie. 

' I have sent express upon express both to 

* Barbadoeg and St. Lucie to acquaint them 

* with my approach, and have not a doubt, 

< when his Majesty's fleet under my command 

* effects its junction to windward, that it will 
' be in a condition not only to defeat the de^ 
' signs of his Majesty's enemies, but their 

* Lordships may be assured, I am resolved to 
' attack them, if they give me the opportU'- 

* tunity. Notwithstanding the misfortune that 

* ha» happened, of his Majesty's fleet in these 

* Beas being under the necessity of going so 

* far to leeward, their Lordships may rely 

* upon it that the enemy shall have no Dcca<- 

< sion to boast at the end of this campaign, 
' but that everything shall be done that the 

* force at present under my command can 
' achieve with the least probability of success:' 
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' TO THE SAME. 

fiamedBto. 
' Inclosed I have the honour to send their 
' Ijordships the papers received firom the co- 

* lonies of Berbice, Demerara, and Essequibo, 
' by which they ■will perceive, that should 

* these colonies remain in the possession of 
' Great Britain, they will employ more ships 
' and men, and produce a greater revenue to 

* his Majesty and the state, than all the Bri- 

* tish islands with Jamaica united.' 



* TO LORD GEORGE GERMAINE. 

' Barbadoes. June 251h, 1781. 

' We tqke the earliest opportunity to acknow- 
' ledge having the honour of your Lordship's 
' letter of the 30th of March, informing us 
' that his Majesty had been pleased most 
' graciously to bestow the property captured 
* from the enemy in the islands of St. Eusta- 
' tins, St. Martin's, and Saba, on his navy 
' and army. Permit us, my Lord, to request 
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* that your Lordship will be pleased to lay 

* OUT most grateful acknowledgments at the 
' feet of his Majesty, for his most generous 
' and royal munificence to his servants acting 
' in these seas. 

' With respect to the three propositions, 

* that, by his Majesty's order, your Lordship 

* has been so obliging as to transmit to us, 
' the third must of course be most agreeable 
' to us, as it is a proof of the King's gracious 
' approbation of our particular conduct, and 

* will shew the world how highly we are 
' honoured by his royal consideration. 

' We have communicated to both services 
' his Majesty's rojral intention relative to the 
' division, which they received with humility 

* and gratitude. 

' G. B. Rodney. 
* J. Vaughan.' 
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TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' Carlisle Bay, BarbadoeB, 
' June 29th, 1781. 

* Be pleased to represent to their Lordships, 

* that during the time the French fleet made 
' its appearance off St. Lucie, a number of 
' seamen, about eighty, belonging to the 

* transports and victuallers, actuated by the 
' generous motive of serving their country, 
' voluntarily entered themselves on board the 
' Prince William, then lying at Gros Islet, 

* incapable of joining the fleet from want of 
' hands, which she was, by their assistance, 
' enabled to do time enough to get ■ into 
' action. 

' The bare discharge of them to their re- 

* spective ships would be but a bad encourage- 
' ment for themselves, or others, in like cir- 
' cumst^ces, to act in so noble a manner. 

' I have, therefore, ordered them to be dis- 

* chained, by pay list, back to their vessels, . 
' and have given them each a guinea a man, 
' to buy them necessaries, of which they are 

* very bare, and shall direct a bill to be drawn 

Vol. II. I 
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' on the Navy Board for the amount, which I 
* hope will meet with their Lordships' appro- 
' bation.' 



^ TO PHILie STEPHENS, EStt. 



* I ipust ^eg that yoiT will represent to their 

* J^ordships, that sinpe I ha^ve had the bonQVU: 
' to comfliand his Majesty's fleet in these seas, 
' the constant service wp haye beep eipploypd 
' in, and the cpntinued attentiop ^d fatigue 
' of both body and mind, that fliyself, and 
f that gallant officer wy latp captain, b^ve 
' undergone, induced me, in order the better 
' to carry on }iis M^esty's eeirice, to appoint 

* a master and coinni^nder to ^ct as super- 

* pumerary capt^n on bp^d the s)iip 'm 
' which my flag w^s flying. 

* Since the death pf that bra.Te anci gallant 
' officer. Captain Voung, I haye fotjnd it 
^ absolutely necessary for his Majesty's ser- 
' yice, and the better to enable ine to expci}^ 
' the very important cojpmand of the greM 
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' fleet committed to my charge, and to alle- 
' viate, in some degree, the anxiety of mind 
' ever attendant upon officers so highly 
' honoured and intrusted, and which anxiety 
' haiq b^Q the t^^nse pf ^ 4ecl)Qe of hetilth* to 
' appoint Captain Philip Afflec|(, late (lom- 
' fpander of \m Majesty's ship th^ Xi*i^Pipb> 
' to be my fifst ^ptain, in or^or to f^sist it^e 
' in canying on the Tpry gre^t Retail nepes- 
' sarily inojdent to duties so pinltipljed and 

* extensiTe ; and that no disputes might £iri8!& 

* between officer^ (so detri^nentij to tbg pHbljc 
' service), I thought it necessary to appoint 
' Captain AfiBpck a potompdore, with a captain 
*■ under ]nuii, an4 baye since ta^en him m 
' board the Sandwich to ^ct as first captain. 

' X hope theif Lordships will do me the 
' honour to approve of the commission I have 
' ^yen Caption Affleck, and oblige me so far 
' as to grant him a commission for my gr^t 
' captain.' 
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' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 



' I have been faToured with all your letters, 

* from the 30th of March to the 4th of May, 
'- by the Actseon, the Ranger cutter, and the 
' packets. I am extremely concerned that I 
*■ am under the necessity of acquainting their 

* Lordships, that though it is the duty of every 
'subject to know the acts of the legislature, 
'yet I must own that I was totally ignorant of 
'that act of parliament which released the 
'masters and mates of the rebel unarmed 

* trading vessels ; nor, till I had the honour of 
.' your letter, could I have imagined that so 
.' fatal an act had passed the legislature of 
' Great Britain. My duty compels me forci- 
' bly to represent to their Lordships, that from 
' the observations I have made, and the proofs 
' I can produce, this very act has, in a great 
' measure, been the cause of the continuance 
' of the American rebellion. 

' The mistaken lenity of the British parlia- 
' ment, in making any difference between 
' rebels in aimed vessels, and rebels in mer- 
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< chant ships, instead of making that impression 

* upon the minds of the deluded Americans 
' which it was supposed it would, encouraged 
' tbem in their rebellion, and promoted that 
' commerce by which alone it had subsisted. 

' Believe me, Sir, there is but one way of 
' bringing them to reason. Make no differ- 
' ence between their armed and unarmed 
' vessels, transport all that are taken across 
' the Atlantic to Great Britain, and I will 
' answer for it with my reputation, that they 
' will soon be without armed or ttadii^ vessels ; 
' which will bring them to hiunble submmsioh. 
' Commerce, commerce alone, has supported 
' them in their rebellion : cut oif that resource, 

* and it will soon subside. I speak, Sir, from 
' known facts, that the men navigating the 
' American armed and trading vessels dread 
' nothing so much as their being sent prisoners 
' across the Atlantic to Great Britain. When 
' they know that must be their fate if taken, 
' it will be impossible for the merchants (the 
' only support of the rebellion) to prevail on 
' them to go to sea. An end to commerce is 

* an end to rebellion. 

' As a faithful subject to my Sovereign, a 
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* lDTerofmycbuiitry,andanabhorterof t^bel- 

* Hon, I must hope that some trae patriot «iU 

* move the repeal of such an act of Parli^- 

* ment, *hich, if contlhued^ must prove fatal 
' to the country. 

' If the duty I owe my King, and the eer- 

* vice he has thought proper to employ me iA, 
' did not preTeiit my personal appeataiice iii 
' pariiament, I should, with the highest satis- 
' faction, siscond sUch good motion, regardless 
' of the resentment of those meii who, iroiri 

* tuistdken motiTes, can take the p^lrt, atl<} 
' Support th^ cause, of rebels and traitors to 
' their King, and parricides to their mother 
' country. 

' 1 must now, Sir^ acknowlec^e the favour 
' of your letter of the 3rd of May, therein 
' you acquaint me, that his Maj^ty'has been 
' most graciously pleased to grant me hid 
< royal permission at the end of this campaign, 
' during the rainy months, to return to Great 
' Britain, if my ill health should make it 



' In answer to his Majesty^s goodness, I 
' can only say, that though my health is mticb 
' hurt by the great fatigues I have undergone, 
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' and the heat of the climate, yet I cannot, 

* nor will not, avail myself of his Majesty's 
' goodness, while his service demands my 

* continuance in these seas, or the superiority 
' of the enemy's forces requires my strictest 
' attention towards defeating any deslgils they 

* ibay have formed agaitlst his Majesty's ter- 

* ritories ; but While 1 have vigobr bf mind 

* snfBdent to enable me to gite orders, bUd 

* do tny duty, I will hever decline ibr one 
' moment the services I o*e ray Sovei*ign, 
' but will keep a friitchful eye over the eneiny's 
' fleet : and though they have dUtttiededi ttnd 
' Tobago surrendered to thein, from motived I 

* am yet a stranger to, they shall not hftve it 
' in their Jwwer to attack any of his Majesty's 

* principal Islands trithout thti risk of a gene- 
' ral battle ; and I b^ you will asslU^ their 
' Lordships, that let them go where they Irill, 
' I will attend their motions, and watch ^ery 
' Opportunity whereby I raay attftbk ^tein 
' with advantage^' 
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' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

* SandwUA, Carlisle Bsyi Bubadoe^, 
'June29lh. 1781. 

' Since my despatches of the 6th and 9ith of 
' May, dated from Basseterre Road, St. Chris- 

* topher's, I must desire you will acquaiot 
' their Lordships, that I put to sea with the 
' Sandwich, Triumph, and -the ships that had 

* receiTed so much damage in their late 
' engagement with the French fleet, using 
' every endeavour to get to windward witii all 

* possible despatch. 

' Between the islands of Montserrat and 
' Antigua, Sir Samuel Hood, with the re- 
' mainder of the fleet, joined me. Their 
'■ necessities obliged me to anchor in St. 
' John's Road, Antigua, in order to relieve 
' them, having before detached several small 
'and quick-sailing vessels to St. Lucie, to 

* acquaint General St. Leger, and the com- 
' manding officer of his Majesty's ships who 
' might be at that island, that I was hastening 

* to windward with his Majesty's fleet, and 

* that they might depend upon being speedily 
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' relieyed, in case the enemy, encoim^ed by 
'the British fleet being to leeward, should 
' make an attack upon it ; that General 
' Vanghan, with a reinforcement of troops, 
' was op board the fleet, and comii^ to their 
' assistance. 

• ' Not a moment's delay was made at An- 
'tigua, the whole fleet put to sea, and in a 
' few days weathered the island of Deseada. 

* The day we left Antigua, the Pegasus joined 

* me from St. Lucie. Captain Stanhope ac- 

* quainted me, that he arrived, in the night of 
' the 12th of May, under Pigeon Island, where 
' Lieutenant Millar, late of his Majesty's ship 
' the Deal Castle, and whom I had left with 
' a body of men to fight the batteries I had 
' caused to be erected on that island, and 

* Captain Campbell who commanded a com- 
'panyofthe eighty-seventh regiment, sta- 
' tioned on the said island, informed him that 
' the island of St. Lncie was invested by a 
' fleet of twenty-five sail of the line, that the 
' Marquis de Bouill^, with a considerable 
' body of troops, had landed, and taken pos- 
' session of the village of Gros Islet, and that 
' he had, by a general officer, demanded, with 
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* the tiutats df using ev^ flfetetity of war, 
' th&t Pigeon Islknd should be instantly 
' surtetideted. 

* His threats were receired with the don- 
' tempt they deserved, by officers detetmiiied 
' to do their duty to their Kii^ and cotintry ; 

* and he was soon conTinced tiiat his vanity 

* was not likely to be gratified by the captui^ 
' of that island, by their immediately opeftiiig 

* froin the batteries a heavy fife upon the 
' enemy's fleet, which continued utitil serefl of 

* them were compelled to cut their cables, and 
' t-etreat to leeward. This gave Captain 
' Stanhope the opportunity of arriving in 
' Gros Islet Bay unmolested by the enemy's 

* fleet, and to teturo to tae with the hews ot 
' St. Lucie beifag invfested ; blit as Captain 
' Stanhope informed me that the Santa 

* Monica, Thetis, Sybil, and Scourge sloop, 
' were arrived in the careenage*^ I was irt no 

* The fortunate arrival of his Majesty's ships Thetis, Santa 
Monica, Sybil, and Scoiirge, crff the careenage, g<ea(ly contributed 
td the preserratlon of the Ijilajid. tiaptain Bobert Linzee imme^ 
diately waited upon General St. Leger, to know in what Eoanne^ 
the naval department could best assist hun on this occasion. The 
G«iiefal M>9 of dpiliion Out '(he ihips should tmbe Mo tbe cUMn- 
^e immediately. In doing ttus, the Thetis struck upon ft rock, 
and was sunk and totally lost. It was resolved that detai^ents 
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* pain relative to the fate of St. Liicid, as 1 
' was cOiiTmced, IhJm the strength of MoOhi 

* Fortun6e, the Vigie, aSd Pigeon Islilnd, the 
' ehettiy could ihake n<J great linptession be- 
' fore his Majesty's fleet iihmld oblige thetn 

* either to etadtiate the island, or run the risk 
' of a genei^l action. Howeter, not a nib- 
' meat's time va^^ lost in hastening to its relief, 

of tlie seamen and marines should be fbrthwith lailded (rom the 
ihips. Fart of these corps, under the command of Captains 
John Linzee, Rodney, Smith, and Hit;tiena,went tit the aisistaitee 
of the troops posted on Mount Fortune. The cheerfuhiesa and 
alacrity with which these troops maiched on this service raised 
the Bphits of all uoiind them^ ^d animated them to exert them- 
tdvea in making sit obstinate i«sistance. The Tigilance of General 
St. I>^;er, at Uur moment of danger and difficulty, was extremely 
conspicuous, and proved that he was well quafified to discharge 
the important dutiea which he had to ezectite ; and th^ aldour of ' 
the troops eould be equalled only l^ the same disposition which 
displayed itself in the officers and seamen of his Majesty's ships. 
The planters, the iherdhlAts t^sideiit ih the isliiid, the masters of 
the trading vessels and their sailors — all of them ascended the tiills, 
and rtpdred to tiie different posts assigned to them with the 
greatest alserity. The whole fbrce seemed uiinlated with dne 
sjnrit, and the effects of this spirit the enemy would have ex- 
perienced, if they had dared to put their threatened attack in eze- 
cntion ; but contrary to the expectation of tke garrison, instead of 
nlarcfaing tb assault ttie British works, they took a voy o|«positt 
route, and moved silently offto the lieach, where theyre-imliarked 
their troops in the night, and retired tt) the hay of Fort Royal, m 
auch a hurty, as [n«veiited tb«u- takh^ on bddrd all their baggage 
a part of which, with a quantity of ammunition, they left on the 
island. 
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* and dispatching several quick-sailing vessels 
' to acquaint them with the approach of the 
' fleet, with a reinforcement of troops. 

* On my arrival off Barbados, one of my 
' tenders joined me with dispatches, acquaiut- 
' ing me that the enemy's fleet had suddenly 
' re-imbarked their troops in the night, and 
' retired to the bay of Fort Royal, Martinique, 
' in such a hurry as prevented their taking on 
' board all their baggage, part of which, with 
' a quantity of ammunition, they left on the 
' island. 

' The fleet under my command, having 
' many sick on board, and in extreme want of 
' water, except those who cEune with me from 
' St. Christopher's, it was absolutely neces- 
' sary to anchor in Carlisle Bay, to laud the 
' sick and water the fleet, who were in great 
' distress for vegetables also, the scurvy raging 
' to an uncommon degree among the seamen 
' and marines. 

' Notwithstanding the enemy had retreated 
' from St. Lucie, I thought it proper immedi- 
' ately to dispatch the Panther, Pegasus, and 
' several small frigates, to reinforce the ships 
' already at that island, to land more ammu- 
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' nition and provision on Pigeon Island, to 
< assist in erecting the additional battery, and 
' defending it in case the enemy's temerity 
' should induce him to make another attack. 
' la the mean time, every expedition was used 
' in watering, victualling, and refittir^ the 
' fleet, and procuring men to supply the place 
' of those who, from their extreme ill health, 
' were obliged to be landed. 

' On my arrival at Barbadoes, I found the 
' Fly cutter, which had been sent express to 
' me at St. Eustatius, and which I had ordered 

* to return to her station at Tobago, had sprung 

* her bowsprit, and put into Carlisle Bay. I 
' immediately ordered Captain Ponsonby, 

* who commanded her, to lose not a moment's 
' time in repairing to Tobago. 

' On the 27th of May, I received intelli- 
' gence that a small squadron of the enemy, 

* consisting of two ships of the line, four 

* frigates, and three cutters, with nine hun- 
' dred troops on board, had invited Tobago. 

* As General Vaughan had, some time 

* before our arrival at Barbadoes, ordered a 
' detachment of two engineers and forty of 
' the train to that island, who had safely 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



12^ l^V^ QF LDJ^D Rpplj^V, 

' aniyed titere, and as J had mpre than a 
^ yfar since sent a nmnber of caonon, with 
' ammuiulioQ in proportion, and kQpwip^ its 
' ni^tmuL strength, and tho-t it^ gariisoii cpn- 

* sisted pf nparly t^rep l^undred trooj^ capable 

* &f doing 4uty> excljiaiTp of jipi^i^ of five 
' hundred militia, all natural-bom British 
' subjects, I yrm copvinped the ppewy irould 

* make no great impressipn before it yaa 
' rplipred ; hoivever, { ipstaptly dispatched 
- several qpicjt-sailing vpssels, with ppsitiye 
f orders to ipake igoipe part ift Tobago, pp-. 
' qupipting the inhpbjtaptst tbpt ^ squadron 

* with ^ bo(}y of tro(^ ifoifld sail the next 
' day for tbeir i%lief, wbiclj it did apcordipgly, 
' eoipppsed of si^ sail of tbp lipp and three 
' frigates, under Rppr-Adn^iral Drake, and 
' fbp sixty-PJnth r^impnt, a ^ank company 
' of the sixtieth, and ft company of YQlupteers» 
' under the command pf Brigadier-General 
' Skeepe. 

' J\& I had r^poirpd intelligpnpe that the 
' enemy'^ fleet, consisting of twenty sail of 
' the line, had Ipft Foyt Royal, and were cmis- 

* ing between the Diamopd Rock and St, 
' J^ucie, in hopes of drawing mp to leew^ 
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< with Jii» Majesty's fleet, ^hija ^ey were 
' parrywg on the siege of Tobago, I gave Mr. 
t pcaJ^e WPJice ^f their sitn^io^, aad c»n- 
' tiQn^d hipi tp he flppB his gH^rd, and 
' flpQft np ^count to r»P tjip risk of wi qn- 
' gagf ment with 4 ^ifperipr force ; hut, ^ffpr 
' lauding Qeneral Skeene apd the forces at 

* Tobago, and endeavouring to destroy th^ 

* enemy's squadron that was iuTesting it, to 
' i^joiQ |ne with his stjuadron without a mp- 
' ment's loss of time. Inclosed I send the 

* Older I gave Rear-Admiral Drake for his 
' proceedings. 

' Mr. Drake, with the forces on hoard, ar- 
' rived off Tobago ^e next day. , The enemy, 
' who, I am well informed, had n^ade an attack 
' pu the town of Scarborough, hut were beat 

* off, had sent a cutter pxpress to the French 

* admiral, that by the rpinforceipent lately 
' sent from Barbadoes, and the strong situa- 
' tion the English had taken, he coul4 mako 

* no impressioi} on the island without a large 
' reinforcement. The day after Mr. Drake 
' sailed, I received intelligence from my 
' cruisers that the Frepch fleet were to wind- 
' vard of St. Lucie, standipg tQ the south - 
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* wardtjf Tobago. As Mr.Drake had the ni<»st 
' positive owIcts, in ease the enemy's fleet ap- 
' peared off Tobago, to rejoin ihe Vith' all 
' speed, sending his quick-sailing ^Aigates to 
' give me notice of that event, I ^ve tirdei-s 
' for the whole fleet to weigh, the moment Bis 

* squadron should appear in sight. A priva- 
' teer, called the Hattlesnake, a remarkably 
' fast-sailing vessel, which I had employed On 
' this important occasion, was dispatched by 
' Rear- Admiral Drake to acquaint me, that, 
'on his making the island of Tobago, the 

* whole French fleet appeared in sight to lee- 
' ward of him ; that, agreeable to his orders, 
' he was hastening to join me. The captain 
' of the Rattlesnake assured me that he had 
' seen the French fleet ; they appeared to 
' him so far to leeward, that he imagined they 
' could not fetch Courland Bay ; that Mr. 
' Drake's squadron, thoi^h to leeward, would 
' be off Carlisle Bay by the morning; that 
' he could assure me the post his Majesty's 
' troops and the militia possessed was of such 
' strength, that they were determined to make 
' no capitulation, as they were certain that 
' General Vaughan and myself, with the 
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* whole fleet, Tould hasten to their assistauoe, 

* agreeably to the assurance that had been 

* given to them. 

- * Mr. Drake, with his squadron, appearing^ 

* off Carlisle Bay, the whole fleet instantly^ 
' put to sea, General Vaughan having em- 
' barked with me, and immediately proceeded 
'toward Tobago. The next day, June the 
'.4th, we, made that island, and on our ap- 
' proach to the north end, despatched the Fly 
' cutter, Captain Ponsonby , the Shell-in-a-Gig 
' schooner*, Captain Shepherd, and the Mun- 

* ster Lass schooner, to get intelligence, and 

* to ascertain the places they might wish the 
' troops landed at, and procure proper guides 
' to conduct them. These vessels had orders 
' to go to three diflerent bays, that in case of 
' any accident to any of them, the inhabitants 
' might leara from the others that the whole 

* British fleet, with troops on board, were 
' come to their assistance. They had like- 

* wise the strictest injunctions to make in- 
' quiries concerning the French fleet, on what 
' part of the island they might have anchored, 
' and the situation in which they lay. 

" Probably a oorruptton of Sheela na gigg. 
VolIL K 
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' The day following, aB the whole fleet were 
' standing towards Man-of-War Bay, in order 

* to anchor, that I might be better informed 

* of the situation of the enemy's fleet, and, if 
' necessary, to land the troops, one of the 
' three vessels I had despatched the day be- 
' fore rejoined me. Lieutenant Johnston, of 
' the Marines, a brisk and active officer, and 
' zealous in the public service, had requested 
' my permission for him to go in that vessel to 

* gain intelligence. . He landed at midnight ut 
' Tyrrel's Bay, and immediately repaired to 
' one of the planter's houses, Mr. Alexander 
' Gordon's. He instantly requested that Mr. 
' Gordon would despatch messengers to the 

* governor, acquainting him with the arrival 

* of the fleet, and to know where it would be 
' proper to land the troops that came to the 
' assistance of the island. 

' Lieutenant Johnston's surprise was great 
' indeed when Mr. Crordon informed him the 
' island had surrendered on the 2nd Instant, 
' and that Lieutenant-Governor Ferguson and 
' Major Stanhope were prisoners at Sear- 
' borough. Upon lieutenant Johnston's in- 
' quiring the reason of so precipitate a capitu- 
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' lation, when the country appeared to him so 
' very defensible, Mr. Gordon, who was pre- 
' sent at the capitulation, owned, that though 
' thty were certain the British fleet would hasten to 

* their assistance, yet a Count Dillon*, who had 
' arrived at the British p<Ht with a flag of 

* truce, and was extremely anxious to save 
' &e blood of his dear countrymen (as he called 
' them), in the name of the Marquis de Bou- 
' iU6 offered them the same terms as were 
' iJlowed to the island of Dominique, which, 
' if refused, he threatened that the fort should 
' be inanediateli/ stormed, and the whole island de^ 

* ttroyed by fire and sword ; that jive thousand men 
' were landed, and that six thousand more were to 
' be landedfi-om the fleet. 

' These terrible threats had such an effect 

* upon the inhabitants, that though only two 
' of the regulars had been killed and three 
' of the militia wounded in a skirmish, and 
' though they had six hundred men intrenched 

* Connt Dillon wna the joungest son of Lord Ditlon, koA 
cobnd of the npment of Dillon in the tervice of Franee. He 
bad ever expressed the most inveterate enmity to the British 
nation, and at the commencement of the war he most earnestly 
petitioned the king that he might be sent against the English on 
every occasion, as ha did not entertain a doubt, he said, that he 
should distinguish himself by lowering their pride. 

E2 
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' upon the mountain, the inhabitants not 

* choosing to run the risk, of a storm, the 
' rhetoric of Coimt Dillon and the terms 
' offered by the Marquis de Bouill^, induced 
' them to give up the island without further 
' defence. 

' This is the account given by the planter, 
' Mr. Alexander Gordon, to which I must 
' add, that the enemy, to intimidate them, 
' had begun to put their threats into execu- 

* tion, in burning and destroying the plan- 
' tatiott of Mr. Luke, an inhabitant of Bar- 
' badoes. I must also add, that the cannon I 
' had sent them more than a year before fot 
' the defence of the islaad, remained upon tke 

* beach unmounted, and in the condition in 
' which they were landed. 

' Thus, Sir, has one of his Majesty's islands, 
' when assured and certain of support, been 

* given up to the public enemy. I am con- 
' vinced that something extraordinary must 
' have happened which could have induced 
' Governor Ferguson and the troops to have 
' capitulated ; but I hope, and sincerely 
' believe, that though the enemy have in a 

* manner stolen the island of Tobago, they 
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* vill have no reaeon to boast at the end of 

* this campaign. I will do my best endea- 

* TOUTS towards lowering their pride, and will 
'certainly attack them, provided they give 

* me a proper opportunity. 

: ' As their whole fleet is again in Fort Royal 

* Bay, and by the remounting of the guns of 

* three line-of-battle ships, that were armed 
', en flute, it now consists of twenty-eight sail 

* of the line, three of fifty guns, and four other 

* lai^e irigates ; and as his Majesty's island 

* of Barbadoes, imder the protection of the 

* fleet, is again put in a tolerable state of 

* defence, owing to the representations that I 
' thought it my duty to make by public letter 
' to the governor of the island, a copy of 
' which I have the honour to inclose for their 

* Lordships' perusal, and which had its proper 

* effect upon the minds of the inhabitants, 
' and induced them to wake from their torpid 
'state, and with earnestness and dispatch 
' repair their shattered batteries, remount 
' the guns, and put the island in a state of 
' defence, I shall instantly proceed with my 
' whole fleet off Martinique, to watch the 
' motions of the enemy. 
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' I mttat no\t. Sir, acquaint you, that aft^ 
-' receiving the iatelligence of the surrender 
' of Tobago, I stood with the fleet to the 
- northward, and about two in the afternoon 
' of the 9th instant, descried from the mast 
' head the enemy's fleet to leeward, towards 
' Grenada and the Grenadilles. Before bud- 
' set we had neared them very considerably, 
' and plainly obseired that they consisted ^)f 
' twenty-nine sail, twenty-four of which were 

* of the line, and five Mgates *. Their situation 

* was such as rendered it impossible to attack 

* them with a probability of success, as it was 

* in their power, night coming on, to entangle 
'' his Majesty's fleet among the Grenadilles, 

* to decoy them into the ' channel between 

* Grenada and the Spanish main, where the 

* currents are so rapid, that the fleet might 
' have been driven far to leeward, while the 

* enemy had it in their power to anchor under 

* the batteries of Grenada, and rejoice at the 

* sight of the British fleet being caught in 
-* their deception, and driving far to leeward, 

* which would certainly have been attended 

* The British fleet were only twent; buI of tho linfc 
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* with the capture of Barbadoes, which island 
' must have surrendered, if attacked, before 
' I could pMsibly have given it succour, for 

* such had been the neglect of the legislature 

* and inhabitants of that island, that notwith- 
< standing eight mouths had elapsed since the 
^ calamity they had experienced from the 

* hurricane, which had totally ruined all their 
' fortifications, they had not given the least 
' attention towards its defence. All their forts 
' were in ruins, and their cannon remaining 
' dismounted, with their muzzles in the sea. 

* My letter to the governor awoke them to a 
' sense of their danger ; and I must do them 
' the justice to say, the alacrity they have 

* since rfiewn in recruiting the forts and 

* putting their island in a state of defence, 

* does them honour, and is very meritorious, 
' as the greatest part is done by public sub- 
' Bcription, first set on foot by the inhabitants 
' of Bridge Town. 

' Such, ^T, being the situation of the island 
' of Barbadoes, and the enemy's fieet standing 
' to northward, as well as his Majesty's, I 
' flattered myself that they, depending upon 

* their superior number might be induced to 
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* risk a battle, and I was in hopes-to.draw 

* tliem by the next mOfning, to the urindward 

* of the island of St. Vincent, where we shoidd 

* have had sea room to have attacked iheBi. 
' "With this view I gave orders that all the 

* lights of the fleet should be particularly con- 
' spicuous to the enemy, that in case they 
-* chose an action, they might be sure their 
' wishes should be complied with the next 

* day. 

' On the Ofh in the morning at day- 
' break, then to windward of St. Vincent, the 
'* enemy appeared in sight. They bad tacked 
f in 'the night, and as I hear, shelteired them- 
'-selves in Ckmsland- Bay, Tobago. We in- 

* stantly sent a reinforcement of troops to 
^ St. Lucia, to strengthen the garrison and 
■* put that island out of all danger, and as 
.' Barbadoes was the only island in ■ a total 
; ' defenceless state, and capable of being taken 

' by a coup de main, I thought it my duty 

* instantly to repair with the fleet to that 
' island, not only to stimulate the inhabitants 

* to a sense of their danger, but likewise to 

* protect the convoys daily expected from 

* Cork and Great Britain, holding the fleet in 
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^ constant iteadibess to proceed xoi serrice, 
' atatioSHOg: frigatee to obserre the enemy's 
^ fleet, tbat I mi^ht have tifiaely notice of all 

' their, motions.' 



' TO LADY RODNEY. 

* Barbadoes, June 30th, 17S1. 

f V«ry m^iy thanks for the three last letters 

* I have received irom you. I have had so 
' much business upon my hands, that I have 
' scarce a moment to ■write to you, and am 

* beyond conception ho extrranely faUgued 

';by writing three long public letters, for 

' is not the least service, to me, being totally 

* unacquainted with the routine of professional 

* correspondence. Judge then of my exhaus- 
,> tion (^mind and body, and what I undergo ; 
Sbut.it is my duty, -and if I can please the 
' King, t9 whom I owe everything, I must be 
^ contented to bear it. I have his leave to 
' return to England diuing the rainy months, 

* but how .can, I do. it with honour, when his 
' en^uies have ^ a superior fleetin these seas^ 
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' and threaten all his dominions ? They lutve 
' stolen Tobago, but they dare not attack any 
^ other island. They attacked St. Lucie, but 
' upon their hearing we were approacbing, 
' they retired in disgrace, leaving part of their 

* baggage, and much ammunition behind 
' them. 

' John greatly contributed towards the 

* defence of that island, and did his duty 
' well. I keep him always at sea ; he will 

* there learn his duty, and be out of harm's 
' way. 

' The French, notwithstanding they have 
' twenty-eight sail of the line, three ships of 
' fifty guns, besides several lai^ frigates, are 

* got back again to Martinique, where they lie, 
' and do not venture to move. My frigates 

* daily reconnoitre them, and by remaining 
' with the fleet at Barbadoea, with the frigates 
' stationed all round the island, none of the 

* enemy's dare look into it. I hear the 
' French dread the storm that will break upon 

* them, and are very angry with one another 
' that St. Lucie was hot taken. 

* I hope the King will be pleased with my 
' public letter. When you go to courts iriiich 
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' I beg you will, and he shoidd apeak to you, 
' take the opportunity of saying, that though I 

* am really very much out of order, I could not 
' think of availing myself of his leave whilst 
'his service required all my attention, and 
' that he has one subject who preferred his 
' royal approbation to every other considera- 

* tion. I know this will gratify him, and I 

* should be sorry ito give him oiie moment's 
' concern ; do not therefore expect me. The 
' King, my best friend, has a Jight to my ser- 
' vices, and he shall have them. In all pro- 
' babilify, the enemy, when they leave these 
' seas, will go to America. Wherever they 
' go, I will watch their motions, and certainly 
' attack them if they give me a proper oppor- 
' tunity. The fate of England may depend 
' upon the event*. 

' I have sent my son full powers to settle 
' everything with my creditors, and to call all 

* those to account who have received money 
' on my account. It is absolutely necessary 

* Not only the fate of England, but of Europe vras decided by 
tbe subsequent action between Sir George Rodney and Count de 
Qissse, oa the 12th of April, )782, the result of which mainly 
contributed to the establishment of the general peace, which took 
place at the commencement of the enniing year. 
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* it durald be so, for until all my debts are 
1 paid J ebctU be miserable : I shall then know 
^what we haye to depend upon, and how 
*■ to provide for my family. 

. * I am glad the house near Hyde Park was 

* not bought. I dislike any new house : they 
' are not built to last. 

\ I pannot write by this opportunity to my 
\ dear^t girls. Gire my love to them, and 
* Adieu. 

' P. S. If M is an honest man he 

' ought to be contented with my agency : it 

* is a good thing. He has no right to expect 

* that my money should remain in his hands, 
' and it is highly necessary that my affairs 
' should be settled. What he has been about 
' I know not, but I do not like it ; he has no 
' right to take it amiss that I do not choose 
' my family affairs should be intrusted to him, 
' but to my son. I will still continue him my 

* agent, but nothing more.' 
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Ever since his armid with tlie squadron 
under his comdiand at Barbadoes, Sir George 
Hodney had been at uncommon pains in caus- 
ing it to be supplied with fresh provisions and 
Tcgetables. This measure was attended with 
the most salutary effects, for the sickness 
gradually abated among the crews, and their 
recovery was much more rapid than could 
have been expected. To prevent the French 
privateers from picking up any stra^ling 
ships of the convoj^ expected from Europe, 
the admiral detached Conunodore Affleck on 
the 16th of June, with four sail of the line 
and a frigate, viz. Intrepid, Monarch, Alfred, 
Centaur, and Amazon ; ordering them to 
cruise from ten to twenty leagues to the wind- 
ward of Barbadoes, to look out for any ships 
of the enemy that might fall in his way, 
and to protect the trade of his Majesty's 
subjects. 

The commodore was also instructed to 
return every fine day within such a distance 
of, Carlisle Bay, as to be able to observe 
signals made from thence, and in case none 
should be made for his recall, to return to hia 
former station. ... 
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The commodore bron^t ia the convoy £rom 
Cork along with him on the 20tli, and on the 
28th, the admiral detached Captain Saxton 
with two ships of die line, and a frigate to 
look out for the convoy expected from 
England. 

La Nymphe frigate being on a cruise off 
Martinique on the fith of July, perceiwd 
the French squadron, and a laige convoy 
coming out of Fort Royal, and soon after that, 
saw several of their ships in chase of him. 
He made off as fast aa he could until it was 
dark, and then tacked, and stood towEtrds 
them with a view of capturing some of the. 
convoy, that he might be able to give Sir 
Geoi^ Rodney an exact account of the 
enemy's strength and destination. This he 
had the good fortune to- accomplish early in 
the morning of the 6th, when he took a 
schooner called the Adelaide, irom the master 
of which he learned that the fleet was com- 
manded by Count de Grasse, that it consisted 
of twenty-five sail of the line, two ships of 
fifty guns, three armed en flute, five frigates, 
and near two hundred sail of merchant ships, 
collected from the different French islands,- 
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and that it was currently reported they were 
bound to St. Domingo. 

With this important intelligence, Captain 
Ford inmiediately made Sir George Rodney 
acquainted, who, as soon as he possibly could, 
after the receipt of it, despatched the Swallow 
•loop to New York, and the Vaughan sloop 
to Jamaica, with letters to the admirals on 
these stations, infonning them that Monsieur 
de Grasse had left Martinique, and putting 
them on their guard. 

As Sir George had great reason to beliere 
that the French intended to go and co-operate 
with their American allies, he gave orders to 
Sir Samuel Hood, to hold himself in readiness 
to proceed to New York with the greatest 
part of the fleet, and to put himself under the 
orders of Rear-Admiral GravoB. 

The Admiral had fully intended to go him- 
self to North America, but his state of health 
was such, that he found it necessary to avail 
himself of his Majesty's permission to return 
to England for his recovery. For this pur- 
pose he ordered his own ship, the Sandwich, 
to be surveyed, and she was reported to be in 
such a bad condition^ that she could not pro- 
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f^ed to England vithoat being- hove; down* 
He vaa therefore obliged to send ber.to 
Jamaica to unde^^ the repaiis aqcegsacy fpr 
her Toy age. The Gibraltar was algo in such 
a condition, aS: rendered it necessary' she 
should r^um to England to be refitted*. Th0 
iron, fastenings of. her rudder had beefi so 
corroded by the copper aheathing, that it waA 
in danger of fallmg off. Her great drsujght 
of water> which waS; : twenty-seven feet, pre- 
vented her being sent to New York, as. shf; 
could not cross the bar of Sandy Hook,^ and 
the compo»tion bolts and &steniugs, which 
she so muoh needed, could be more expedir 
tioDsly given her in England, than either at 
Jamaica or Hali£ax^. He therefore resolved 
to hoist his flag on board of her, in conse- 
quence of which, Rear-Admiral Drake shifted 
his flag on board the Princessa. Having col- 
lected the trading ships of the different islands, 
he despatched them for Europe, escorted by 
the Triumph, Panther, Boreas^ and two boiob 
ketches. 

• The OtbrahBT hid been the Fhcenix, one of the pniM iiintt. 
in the ution with Lai^^^ ■ mfi^iificeat ship of, eigUy gatu. 
She was built at the Havannah, of cedar and mahogany, and is 
nov a riieer hulk in Flymeuth* Harbour, 
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Sir George sailed f<n- Europe on Uieistof 
'August, leaving the command of the-fleet iA 
■the West Indies, during ius ahisence, td Sil- 
Samuel Hood. He likewise 'took with' hini 
4he Pegasus fk-igate, that if iie should ^nil hi6 
iiealth recover on going to the northward, hfe 
might proceed in her to New Yoritj iH*d therb 
take the command of the squadron on diat 
station, but when he got as far as the latitude 
of Bermuda, not finding his health sufScientl^ 
improved, he despatched the P^;aBU3 with 
letters^ to the admiral commanding in chief 
his Majesty's- ships and vessds in North 
America, acquainting him that he might dailj^ 
expect Sir Samuel Hood with the fleet fcom 
the Leewafd Islands, at New Y«rk. ' 



• TO REAR-ADMIBAL SIR SAMUEL HOOD. 
• St. Eustatius, July 25th, 1781. 

' Whereas the great force the enetay has to 

* leeward makes it necessary, as much as 

* possible, to secure the valuable outward 
' bound convoy for Jamaica, and whiereas 

* the addition of such of his Majesty's ships 

Vol. II. L 
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* as can be sent to North America, will, 

* in all probability, be wanted there, for 
-* the fiirtheraQce of his Majesty's service, 

* and cQunteiaoting the schemes of his r^i- 
> belliotu subjects. In order, as far as pos- 
' eible to answer both these desirable ends, yon 
:* are hereby required and directed, as soon 

* as the said convoy shall arriTe with the two 

* ships I hare directed you to send for to pro- 

* tect them on dieir passage from St. Lucie to 

* St. Eustatius and St. Kitt's, to proceed with 

* the line-of-battle ships and Mgates named in 

* the margin*, taking whatever trade, trans- 

* ports, victuallers, and store-ships, that shall 

* be then ready at either of those islands, and 
' see them in safety towards Jamaica, as far 
' as Cape Tiberoon. Which having done, you 
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* are to direct the senior officer of the ehips 
' you shall leave to go quite through with the 
' convoy, to proceed to Port Royal harhoor, 
' Jamaica, with the trade hound there, and to 
' the south side, having at a proper time de- 
' tached the Hydra, or Ranger armed ship, to 
' see them to their respective ports on ^e 
' north side that island. 

^ Havii^ seen the said convoy in safety as 
' above, you are to make the best of your way 

* towards the coasts of Nwth America with 
' the reminder of Ihe line-of-battle ships, 
' together with the Santa Monica, Nymphe, 

* Fortun^e, and Pegasus frigates, which yon 

* are to employ in such manner, should yon 
' be senior officer on that station (or until you 
' come under the command of such), as shall 
' seem to you most conducive to his Majesty^s 
' service, by supporting his Majesty's liege 
' subjects, and annoying his rebellious ones, 

* and counteracting such schemes as it may 
' be reasonable to conclude are formed for 

* the junction of the French fleet from Cape 

* Francois with that already there, or with 

* the forces of the rebels in America, having 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



148 . EIPE OP tORD RODNEY. 

* lately sent an express to Admind Arbnthnbt, 

* or the commanding officer on that station, 
' that the ships I might either bring or detach 

* from hence thither woiild endeavour first to 

* make, the capes of the Chesapeake, then 

* those of the Delaware, and so on to Sandy 

* Hook, unless intelligence received from his 
' * cruisers (whom I desired might be looking 

* out off the first capes) or elsewhere shoUld 

* induce a contrary conduct. 

' I think it necessary to acquaint yoA 
'therewith,, to direct your acting in: confor- 
' mity thereto, unless circumstances you may 
' become acquainted with as you range aion^ 
'the coast should, render it improper and 

* unadvisablei which service, not only your 

* general experience and skill as an officer, 
' but your particular knowledge of that sta- 
*■ tioni I make no doubt, will enable you 

* with reputation and efiect to perform. 

'Having employed the several ships and 

* vessels there during the hurricane months, 
'you are to return with them immediately 

* after the first full moon in October to this 
*' station, for the better protection of the trad^ 
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',aad possessioos of his Majesty's subjects in 
'these eea^, for which this shall be your 
'.order.' 



*^TO ABETAS AKEBS, ESQ., ST. CHRISTOPHERS; 
* AND CHARLES KER, ESQ., ANTIGUA. 

' St. Eustatlus, July Slst, I7SI. 

* Though from the moment ,that his Ma- 
' jesty in his royttl wisdom declared hostilities 
' against the States of Holland, their subjects, 
'or others inhabiting within their territories, 
' everything belonging to any person what- 
' ever in those territories that should be taken 
' by his Majesty's forces, became by the laws 
' of war a lawful prize to the captors, as de- 
' clared hy his Majeshf^s royal proclamation ; yet, 
' nevertheless, among the numerous British 
' inhabitants of the island of St. Eusta- 

* tius, most of whom have been Jong car- 

* ryingon a moat treasonable correspondence 

* with the public enemy and the rebellious 
*. Americans, to the infinite detriment of their 
' native country, a few, and a very few, may 
♦,b^ve be^u l§s? guilty pf tfeog^ atrocious prao- 
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* tices, and may have legally imported the 
' goods now in their stores from the ports of 
' Great Britain : As it is far from my intention 
' or desire that the innocent should suffer with 
' the guilty, and though the whole is forfeited 
' by tho laws of war, I shall be glad, as far as 
' lies in my power, to mitigate its. rigours ; and 

* as far as my consent can possibly go, I sin- 

* cierely give it as my opinion, that attentiwi 

* should foe shewn to those merchants or fac- 

* tors who have legally imported their goods 
'. directly from Great Britain to St. Eustatius, 
'and that you, as my agents, consent to their 

* being Tutored.' 



• TO THE EARL OF CARLISLE. 

' Gibraltar, Cork Harbour, 
' SepL 17th, 1781. 

* MY LORD, 

* You will foe pleased to acquaint their 

* Lordships that the extreme bad state of 
•health which, to my great concern, pre- 
' vented my proceeding with the fleet under 
*my pommand, in order to defeat the designs 
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' of the public enemy, weis sach as to compet 
' me to aToU myself of his Majesty's royal 

* consent to return to England during the 
' hurricaDe months, in order to establish it so 

* as to enable me to perform that duty oti 

* which my heart is set, and which is duo to 

* my great sovereign for his gracious accept- 

* ance of my poor services, which he has so' 
' bountifully rewarded far beyond their merits. 

* Your I^ordship may easily imagine what' 
' a mind like mine, warmed with the utmost 
' gratitude and duty to my sovereign, must 

* have felt, upon the moment of proceeding 

* to America with a force sufficient to curb" 

* or defeat the designs of his enemies, to 
' be deprived of that honour by a severe dis- 
' temper, which reduced me so much as to' 
' render me incapable of taking charge of the 
'fleet destined for that service, and which, if 
'detained till my recovery ^of which there' 
'was no speedy probability, unless I removed 
'with the utmost despatch to an European 
' climate), the enemy might avail themselves 
'of their superiority on the coast of America, 
' to the great detriment of his Majesty's 
'service. I therefore ordered Rear- Admiral 
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* Sir Samuel Hood to proceed without low of 
'time with fifteen sail of the line and fi¥e 

* frigates to Norfli Americai ia order to- airire 
''<m.. that coaflt brfore the Freneh equiadron 
^ifom Cape Francois. I sent express to the 
VcQmmander of hiai Majesty's ships on thdt 

* station to join him at the appointed rendee- 
' Toue» aa Ukewi^ tothe commandiflg- officer 
' at Jamaica to detach bis line of bettie ship» 
*<to that station, as the enemy's expectations 
' were most sanguine of their succeeding in' 
^-their intended' enter|Hise against America, 
^ which I was det^mined todisappoint by a 

* speedy junction of so great p. force of Ms 
' Majesty's fleet, sufficient in my opinion to 
< defeat the enemy and. all^ their projects, 

* >rhich I have not the least doubt ^riU be tito 
'consequence. 

* Oil the Ist of August I sailed &pm St. 

* Eustatius with the whole trade of Bej-badoes 
' an^bis Majesty's Leeward IslasidB, eonsist- 
'■ ing of one htuidred and fifty sail, under the 
'.protection of the Triumph, of serenty-four 
' guns ; the Panther, sixty ; and Boreas, 
Vtwenty^eight giu>s; the Carcass and Astrea 

bQwl*?' J feppt company w^th the s^id coq- 
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* Toy tHl they' arrived: in the latitude oif Ber- 

* mudfts, when my mind bfing still bent, not- 
*i wtthHtanding the advice of the physicians 
yta- the cmitntty, to proceed, if possible, to 
^JUneriea, I was detenniiiect to try whether 

* a fewidegtees to the north vould brace me 
^sufficiently to do my duty» having de- 

* apatched Captain Stanhope in the Pegasus, 
*■ with sis sail of victuallers, to New York with 

* letters to the commander-in-chief on that 
< station, acquainting him with the destina- 
' tion of Sir Samuel Hood and the squadron 

* under his command, and recommending it 

* to him to make a speedy junction of the 
' squadrons, that they might be in a condition 
*'to ^ve the enemy a proper reception on 

* theic arrival og that coast. 

' Before I left the convoy, I gave Captain 

* Bouglass^ of his Majesty's ship Triumph, 
' the commanding officer, the strictest orders 
' on no account to att^npt the British Channel 
' with the said convoy, but to gain the lati- 
' tude.of Cape Clear* at least three hundred 

* leagues west of that cape;: to proceed in that 
'latitude till be received intelligence of the 
'^tuatipa 0^ public aSairs, that ia case my 
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' health would not pennit me to go to America 

* to take the command on that station, I 
< should proceed myself in that latitude, and 
'. would take care, if there were any frigates 
•on the Irish station, they should meet the 

* couToy at forty leagues west of Cape Clear, 
' in order that they might receive proper in- 
*■ telligence. 

' I am sure your Lordship will be glad to 
^ be informed that I have already despatched 

* his Majesty's ships Arethusa and Eurydice 
' on that service, and have not a doubt but 
' that they will meet the convoy, which may 
' be expected in ten or twelve days, and give 
' them proper notice. 

' Your Lordship may easily judge the in- 
' finite concern it gave me, to learn on my 

* arrival at this coast, that the enrany's fleet 

* had again dared to approach the British 
^ Channel. 

* The ship in which my flag is now flying, 
* -being the noblest of her rate belonging to 

* the crown of Great Britain, I was deter- 
' mined, if the wind had permitted, should 

* at all risks join his Majesty's fleet, which I 

* am informed, is in Torbay, for which reason 
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* I avoided putting into any port in Ireland, 

* till being 03* this port, and in want of water, 

* I thought it necessary to anchor in this 

* harbour, where my stay, should the wind 

* prove favourable, will not be above twenty- 
' four hours, when I shall hasten with all 
' possible despatch to Great Britain, as this 
' ship may be wanted to be put in condition 
' for immediate service. 

* I must beg your Lordship will permit me 
' to congratulate you upon the very high mark 

* of distinction his Majesty has conferred 

* on your Lordship, by appointing you his 

* repr^entative in this great kingdom. 

' That every thing may contribute to ren- 
*■ der your stay in Ireland agreeable to your 
t Lordship and to Lady Carlisle, is the most 

* sincere wish of him who has the honour to be, 

• &c. &c. &c. 
' I flatter myself, your Lordship will re- 

* eeive the long detail I have presumed to 

* send you, as a mark of my attention and 
' respect.' 
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Sir Geo^e Rodney sailed from Cork bar' 
hour the following day, and arriTed in Caw* 
sand Bay on the 19th of September. He 
landed at Mount Bdgciunbe, firoxa whence. 
after some stay, he proceeded in 'his baige 
with Admiral Hughes, who came passenger 
from Cork, to the Yictualling Office ; after 
surveying the different offices, lie walked to 
the Prince Geoi^e, attended by a number of 
spectators, and set off for .Loadoiv amid tho 
acclamation of a large concourse of British 
tars. Lord Powis's house in Albemaj-le-Btreet 
had been taken for his residence, where he 
arrived amidst the greetings of thousands of 
his countrymen, the women strewing his patlt; 
as he descended from his carriage, with flowers 
^nd garlands. 

On the morning of the same day, the 24th, 
he had waited upon his Majesty at Windsor, 
from whom he met with a most flattering and 
gracious reception, and on the 26th he a1>^ 
tended his Majesty's levee at St. James's. 

After remaining a short time in London, for 
the benefit of sui^cal advice, the admiral 
repaired to Bath t9 recruit bis exhausted 
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constitution, aad, if possible, to re-establish 
his health ; for which, howevet, he had but 
brief time allowed him, for in the month of 
Nivember, he was again summoned to his 
country's service, having received his sove- 
re^'s commands to return to his station in 
the West Indies, with a powerful reinforce- 
ment, the preparations for which he was 
ordered to hasten with the utmost diligence. 
The sphere of his command now extended to 
the whole West Indies, in place of being con*- 
&ied, as before, to the windward station, so 
much did the government confide in his 
superior skill and knowledge. Early in the 
month of November, therefore, he returned to 
London, and immediately ent«%d upon the 
execution of the great and important t^k 
assigned him ; and how diligently, how skil- 
fully, and how gloriously, he consummated it, 
will be amply shewn in the ensuing pages, 
the detail of his operations from this period 
to his triumphant return to Great Britain, 
being principally exhibited in his public and 
private correspondence. 
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' TO LORD STORMONT. 

* Bath, November 3d, 1781. 

* I am this moment honoured with your Lord- 

* ship's letter, acquainting me that his Majesty 
' had been most graciously pleased to confer on 

* me the high dignity of yic^-admiral of Great 

* Britain, in the room of the late l^ord Hawke. 

' His Majesty's goodness to me has been 

* such, that it is impossible for me to find 
' words adequate to the expression of the 
' sentiments of my heart, on this additional 

* mark of his royal favour. 

' It shall be the business of the remaining 

* part of my life, by a steady and unremitting 
' attachment to my duty, and the most active 
' zeal for his service, to merit the honour and 
' emoluments which he has so abundantly 
' bratowed upon me and my family. 

' Permit me, my Lord, most humbly to beg 

* you will accept of my grateful thanks for 
' communicating to me in such obliging terms 
' so very flattering a mark of royal favour 
' conferred on him, who has the honour to be, 

' With the highest respect, 

Your Lordship's, &c. &c. &c.' 
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Oq the 4th of December the long wished- 
for opportunity presented itself to him of 
publicly Tindica,ting himself £rom the charges 
which had been brought forward in the House 
of Commons in the preceding session, by 
Mr. Burke and his associates in opposition-. 
The obloquy attempted to be cast upon his 
iair fame and character, during his absence, 
and at a time when he was exerting bis best 
energies to baffle and defeat the enterprizes 
of the combined enemies of his country, had 
caused him infinite chagrin and anxiety, andi 
no doubt, the desire of confrontii^ his ene* 
mies, and publicly reciting their accusations^ 
was among the principal motives for his re* 
turn to England at thi^ period, independently 
of the necessity there was for his enjoying d 
temporary respite from his unparaUelled 
fatigues, and for consulting the best siu^cal 
advice. 

When therefore Mr. Burke moved, • That 

* the House resolve itself into a committee 

' of the whole house, in order to inquire into * 

* the confiscation of the effects, wares, and 
' merchandise belonging to his Majesty's new 
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' subjects ia the island of St. Eustatius, and 

* fiirther to inquire into the sale, distribution, 

* and mode of conveyance of a great part of 
' the said effects, wares, and merchandise to 

* the islands belonging to France, and to the 

* other porta of the dominions belonging to 
' his Majesty's enemies ;'■ and after this mo- 
tion had been supported by the usual abi- 
lity and unrivalled eloquence of the mover, 
and seconded by all the talents of bis poli- 
tical friends, 

Sir Geoi^e Hodney rose, and in a speech 
delivered lirith a -warmth very natural on such 
an occasion, but with the grace and dignity 
by which he was distinguished, thus addressed 
the House :— 

* When I first made my appearance before 

* St. Eustatius, it was for the purpose of 
' cutting off supplies from the enemy, and 
' with the fixed resolution not to grant any 
' terms to the inhabitants. 

' The Dutch, though nominally the friends 

* of this country, had, during the course of 

* my command in the West Indies, be^ thfe 

* friends of our enemies, :£ind to punish tthd 
^ check both, nothing had appeared mdre 
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' effectual .than the reduction of the island; 
' t}i^ iphabit^ts of which were AniiQate4 with 
Va!n>6ted arersion to.us, and the most cordial 
' r^pj:d,.!for the, French ^and, Americans. 
,':"AwtWJg.thfese inhtibitftnts there xere.mainy, 
' who. while, they called themselvra ,Eng;li8h- 
.' men* were. not. ashamed to disgrace them- 
J.ftelTes; and their country, by aasistjng her 
' fioemies with the means to woiund her. „ Such 
' '. pfiopjje d^erVed no faTour, and to.theRi I h^d 
' resolved to shew none. But, when I seized 
^ all the property on the island, it wasi not for 
' itiy own uae. At the time I thought it would 
* all belongrto the king, and that.it w;a8 my 
■ 4«ty jto .see, the -awst .made of it, to carry into 
' the public - treasury : I wished not , for a 
.' shjllingfof-it. ~ I had no other idea at the 
ttive, but thftt the whi^e beloi^ged of right 
': to dny country ; and, therefore, in all that! 
:' did for the p];eserTation of that prepay, it 
' Was for my country, andnot for m3^elf that 
.' I wasacting. . 

>:' The. Honourable Gendeman charged me 
.' -with having suffered the stores, proTisipnan 
' &C.7&C.,; to be carried into .the enemy's 
,' islands,; directly or circuitously through the 
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' neutral islands, but this was the very reverse 

* of truth, for I had given orders, that none of 

* the stores or provisions should be sold, but 

* sent to his Majesty's yard at Antigua ; and 
' so strict and particular had I been in this 

* respect, that I was not satisfied with exa- 

* mining the clearance of every ship that went 

* out ; I caused her to anchor under my etem, 
' and had her examined by commissioned offi- 

* cers, and if she had more provisions on board 

* than were necessary'for their voyage, they 

* were always taken out. 

' As to the charge of my remaining inactive 
' for three months at St. Eustatius, my answef 
' is, that I had at that time planned two ex- 

* peditions, which I was just on the point of 
' carrying into execution, the one against 
' Curat^oa, the other against Surinam, when I 
' received advice from the commander of a 

* convoy, by a quick sailing vessel, that he 
' had seen ten or twelve sail of the line, with 
' about seventy transports, stemng for Mar- 
' tinique, and that he had kept them in sight 

* for two days. This intelligence made me 
' renounce my designs against the Dutch 

* settlements, and I despatched Sir Samuel 
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' Hood with fifteen sail of the line to cruise in 
f the track of Martinique. 
' Sir Samuel Hood was as competent to a 

* command as mysdf ; therefore, there was no 

* crime in despatching him on that service, 
' and I thought fifiteen ships able to fight ten 
' or twelve. Unfortunately, the intelligence 

* was not true, with respect to the real num- 

* hers of the enemy, and Sir Samuel had been 

* driren so far to leeward, that he could not 

* prerent the ships in Fort Royal from get* 
' ting out to join De Grasse. This, however. 
' was not a &uU, it wBs unavoidable. My 

* instructions had been good. I had ordered 

* the island to be blocked up, and that frigates 
'should be stationed ten, fifteen, twenty, 
' thirty, forty, fifty leagues from the shore, in 
' the track of the enemy. 

' As to the ships I had detained at St. 
' EuBtatiufl, the Sandwich and Triumph were 
' at that time in so bad a condition, that I 

* intended to send them home with the fii^t 
' convoy. 

' As soon as I heard of the affair between 

* Sir Samuel Hood and the Compte de (Wrasse, 
' I joined the fleet with a determined reso- 

Ma 
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' lutitHi to renew' the action, if the enemy 
' would giye me a fair opportunity so. to do. 

* When the French landed at St. Lucie, I 
' undoubtedly should have had the desired 

* opportunity to come to action, if intelligence 
' had not been conreyed to the enemy that I 

* was approaching. A letter had. been sent 
'to Monsieur de Grasse with that advice, 
.' and a duplicate of it was despatched soon 

* after. The first reached its destination, the 
' second was intercepted. The contents were, 

* that, the English were doubling Guadaloupe, 
'and. in twenty-four hours would be upon 
' the French Admiral with their whole force. 
' This put an end to what the Compte de 
' Grasse called his feint against St. Lucie, for, 
' before daybreak, he embarked the troops 
' and sailed away. 

' With regard to Tobago, as soon as I heard 
' that it had been attacked, I immediately 
' sent Rear-Admirai Drake with six sail of 
■ ' the line to relieve it. This I thought a suffi- 
' cient force, as I understood that the descent 
' had' been covered' only bytwo or three ships 
'of the line; ^id the six I sent against them 
' were the best sailers, and in the best con- 
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' dition of; any in my fleet,' and were all cop- 

* per-bottomed. When I found the whole of 
' the enemy's fleet were at sea, I was.obliged 

* to watch .their motions. They endeavoured 
' to allure me .to leeward, but if I had been 
'tempted, Barbadoes would haye fallen. I 

* was therefore obliged to keep to windfrard, 
*. still determined, to succour the island. I 

* despatched to Tobago three officers, in. three 
' different.vessels. Two of. them fell into, the' 
'hands of .the enemy. The third got.to. the 
'house of a planter, and. there, to his great 
'-surprise, he leamed;that the island'had sur- 

* rendered ■ two days before; and was further 
'told by him,* that ten. thousand .mien could 
' not retake it. At this time, the two fleets 
•. were in sight of the island. 

■ ' As to the charge brought -by the. Governor 
' of Tobago, all. I shall add to what I. have 
' already said, is, that the guns I:had sent tJie 

* year .^ before, for the defence of the island, 
' had never been mounted. 

'As. to. the disaster in America, I will in- 
' form the House what steps I had. taken to 
' prevent it. I had sent to the -cOmxaander in 

* chief at Jamaica, to send the Prince Williant 
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' and Torbay to America with the greatest' 
' despatch, and I had sent also to the com-' 

* mander in chief in America, desiring he 
'would collect his whole force, and meet me 

* with it off the Capes of Vii^inia, and in case 
'he could not meet me, that he would ac- 

* quaint me with it by one of his frigates, but 
' no answer was sent either to Sir Samuel' 
' Hood or myself, for I was then so ill, that 
' I was coming home. I had sent twice to 

* the admiral at Jamaica, and three times to 

* the admiral at New York. One of my three 

* despatches miscarried ; the vessel that con- 

* Teyed it being forced on shore by some 

* privateers, imd from that circumstance I 
< had learned always in future to keep copies 

* of every despatch, for of that I had none. 

* If the admiral in America had met Sir 

* Samuel Hood near the Cheaapeak, the pro- 

* babUity was, that De Grasse would have 
f been defeated, and the surrender of Lord 
' Comwallis prevented.' 

Mr. Bullae's motion waa negatived by a 
majority of one hundred and sixty-three 
jigainst eighty-seven, 
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* TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' London, Nov. 84Ui. 1781. 

< The magnitade of the squadron ia the West 

* Indies, above what it was in former wars, 

* haa necessarily rendered the business of the 
' commander-in-chief more complex ; and the 

* powers with which I have the honour to be 
' Tested, throw upon me in a great measure 
' the management of all the different depart- 

* ments. The business of the yards is indeed 
' managed by a commissioner and the subordi- 
' nate oflScers, but there is another department 
' equally important in that unhealthy climate, 

* namely, that of the sick and wounded. In 
' this there are not suitable appointments 
' made, and my time and attention being oc- 
' cupied with the other arrangements of so 
' great a fleet, as well as the general objects 
' of war, I had no leisure to examine and 
' settle the particulars referred to me. A 

* want of order therefore unavoidably took 
' place in the management and accommoda- 
' tion of the sick, to. which I cannot but as- 
' cribe a part of the mortality that prevailed. 
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' In order to remedy this evil, I beg you will 

* request their Lordships that some person be 

* appointed to this department with the power 

* of" a commissioner ; and for this purpose I 
' beg leave to recommend Doctor Gilbert 
; Blane, physician to the fleet on^ that station, 
' of whose skill and application I, as well as 
' the whole fleet under mycommand, and the 

* d^erent Boards in Eiigland,;have had satis- 

* factory proo&in hig past, conduct' in the 

* medical part;. and his knowledge and ex- 
' perience of the station must fit him above 
.' any other person for conducting the whole 

* branch*. - 

* The commissioners of sick and wounded 

* will bear witness to my representations on 



* Doctor, now Sir Gilbert Blane, Bart, accompanied Sir Geoi^ 
Sodne3' as his medical attendant when he sailed in the winter of 
1779 — SO for the relief of Gibraltar ; and in consequence of the 
activity and ability he displayed in the professional duties intrusted 
to him after Sir George's action with I^ngara, was appointed by 
the admiral physician to the fleet, anove! appointment at that time, 
Jnit wl^h was, in a manner moat flattering both to Sir George and 
himself, confirmed by the Admiralty. 

" Sir George Rodney always entertained the hi'ghest regard and 
fiiendship for Sir Gilbert, who was by his side in all his engage- 
ments with the enemy, except in that of the 17fh of April, 1780, 
when, in consequence of indisposition, he had removed to one of 
the repeating frigates. 
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'■this head, and will no doubt readily concur; 
*. in what .is to' promote the service of their 
* depEutment.' 



On one of the first dsya of December Sir 
Gfio^ ,Rodney had a closet audience of the 
Ring on:the subject of the ensuing service, in 
which bis Majesty expressed great anxiety re- 
gardii^ the safety, of tbe West India islands,' 
intelligence having just. then arrived that the 
CiHint de Grasse, after a drawn batde with 
tbe British fleet offthe Chesapeake, and the 
sxurender of the army under Lord Cornwallis, 
had sailed with, his whole fleet to the wind- 
ward station. . Upon t^is Sir Geoi^, with his 
characteristic warmth of patriotism and loy- 
alty, said to his. Majesty, that in place of 
waiting, as had been arranged, for the in- 
tended reinforcement, all the ships of which 
could not be ready for three weeks, he would 
leave London the next day, and sail with 
whatever force he might find ready*. He 

' On Sir Geoi^ Sidney's return tram his interview nith his 
Majesty, be met nith his fnend Sir Walter Farquhar, who, ^ter 
some conversaUon, shook handj with him, wishing him success on 
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accordingly repaired to Portsmouth the fol- 
lowing day, accompanied by hia secretary and 
Dr. Gilbert Blane. Here he found only four 
ships in readiness, with which he sailed, and 
was to be joined by two more off Plymouth, 
but having met with contrary winds in the 
channel, he was forced into Torbay, where 
the fleet was wind-bound for three weeks, 
during which time the others had completed 
their repairs, and a squadron of twelre sailed in 
the middle of January, 1782 ; and, in spite of 
the most boisterous weather, exposing his 
fleet to the most imminent danger. Sir George 
happily succeeded in weathering Ushant on 
^e 17th of the same month*. 

tiii return to the West Indies. " Many thanks to you," replied 
Sir Oeorge, " fbr your good wishei, in retnm fye which I promise 
you I will bring you bock apretmt of Da Grana!' 

* A mngolar anecdote u related of Sir Geo^e Rodney, connected 
with his departare from England at this period. 

The Comte d« Grasse, in the course of the preceding sunmier, 
hftd been heard to speak of Sir George Rodney's conduct in terms 
of ridiciile, which tiad come to the knowledge of Sir Geoige just 
as he was on the point of embarking for the West Indies. On the 
evening of the day before he embarked, being in company with 
some officers at the Fountain inn. Sir George adverted to the dr- 
cumstance of De Ginsse's observation, and declared that, if ever he 
net with his flKg, oru i^ them muit be a pruoner. 
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' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' Jrrogant, Spithead, 
■Dec. I2th, 1781. 

' I must desire you will be pleased to acquaint 
'their Lordships, t&at although the squadron 
'. under my command are not complete, and 

* neither of the frigates ready to attend me, I 
' propose getting under sail at daybreak to- 
' morrow. 

* Their liordships must be sensible of the 
' very great utility of frigates in the important 
' serrioe on which I am going. I therefore 

* hope they will add the Medea, Captain 

* Gower, to those fiigates already appointed 
' to be under my command. 

' I have sent another express to Plymouth, 

* to order the ships of my squadron to join me 
' the moment 1 appear off the Sound. If the 

* Flora shoxUd not be ready to join me when 
' I sail, I have ordered Captain Marshall im- 

* mediately to follow me.' 
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* TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

* Jrroganl, Dec. Slat, 1781. 
'3 o'clock, p. H. 

'Early this morning I was honoured with 

* your express of the 18th instant by the mes- 
' senger, and beg you will acquaint ' their 
' Lordships, that had there been any wind 
' yesterday, I should certainly have put to 

* sea with his Majesty's squadron under my 

* command. 

* The wind, now come again to the s.s, .west; 
' blows too hard to attempt it, and had I been 

* at sea, the weather is such as,: in all proba- 
' bility, would have obliged me to have shel- 

* tered the fleet in Torbay. 

' It is to me a great satisfaction .to know 

* that the wind will ■ prevent the enemy's 

* getting to the westward, and I have not a 

* doubt but we shall yet arrive before tb'em in 
' the West Indies, oi* intercept them in their 



' Every nerve shall be strained for so de- 
' sirable a purpose, nor shall one moment be 
' lost when wind and weather permit my 
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* putting to sea ; while I am obliged to re- 

* main here, I will hasten the equipment of 
' every ship ordered to go with or to follow 

* me. 

' I hare already taken the captains of the 

* Namur and 'Hercules under my command, 

* as likewise the Marlborough. . These ships 
' are completely ready, and will sail with me. 

* The Formidable, should she not be ready, is 
' instantly to follow me.- 

. ' I beg you will assure their Lordships, that 
' their anxiety. cannot be greater than my 
'own, and that I shall be miserable till we 
f get sight of the enemy's fleet. 
' The force I am now honoured with is such 

* when joined, that I flatter myself it will re- 
;• store the empire of the ocean to Great Bri- 

* tain. Nothii^ shall be wanting on my part 
,' towards effecting so desirable an event.' 
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' TO REAR-ADHIRAL MILBANK. 

\Jrrogont,T>ec2Bib,176l. 
' I am honoured with your letter of the 28th 

* instant, informing me that the number of 

* disposable men at this port is rery inade- 
' quate to completing the complements of the 
.' ships of the squadron under my command; 
.' and that there is no other method of manning 
' them but from other, ships. 

' In answer to which I have the honour to 
' acquaint you, that as the fate of Britain may 
' possibly depend on the operations of the 

* fleet under my command, their beij^ per- 
' fectly manned is an object of the highest 
< importance, and cannot too expeditiously be 
' attended to. I must therefore request that 

* the number of men the squadron are de- 
' ficient in may be supplied from those ships 

* named in the margin, which you have re- 

* ported to me are in want of repair. They 
' may receive from the hospital those sick 
' men which the ships of my squadron will be 
' obliged to leave behind. 

' The Hercules, who was under sailing 
' orders before she was put under my com- 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



LIFE OF LOKD RODNEY. iVO 

* mand, and to whom you directed a consider- 
' able number of men to be sent from the 
' Royal George, agreeably to your order has 
' returned those men to their proper ship. 

' I must, therefore, request that you wiU 
' please to give directions that the Hercules' 
' complement may be completed, as that ship 

* is now in the Sound. I have directed her 
' captain, as likewise the captains of the 
' Formidable, JVamur, and Marlborough, to 
' wait upon you with an account of what mea 
' will be wanted to complete those ships, and 

* shall give them the strictest orders hot to 

* permit any of their ship's companies to go 

* on shore, that you may not be again troubled 
' in completing their complements. 

' I am sure I have no occasion to point out 

* to you the necessity of the squadron under 

* my command being ready to sail at a 
' moment's warning, and I beg you will be 
' assured that I have the honour to be, 

'&c. &c. &c.' 
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< TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' Amgant, Cawsand Bay, 
■ ' SOOiDec. 1781. - 

* I am this moment faTOored with your letter 
'of the 27th instant, acquainting 'me that 
' Vice- Admiral Milbank had reported to 'my 
' tords Commissioners of the Admiralty,:tiiat 
' I had taken upon me the direction of all such 
'of his Majesty's' ships at Plymouth as their 
' Lordships had put under my command.' 

' I certainly have done so, and have obliged 
' their commaiiders, and the officers of his 
' Majesty's dock-yard here, to use every de- 
' spatch possible in fittingthem for service, and 
' hare the pleasure to acquaint their Lord- 
' ships that they are- now all completely reaedy 

* for sea, when wind and weather will permit 
' them to proceed ; but at present it blows, 
' and for some days has continued to blow, so 
' hard from south-west, as not to admit of the 
' squadron sailing. ' 

* In regard to manning those shi|» of 
' the squadron under my command, which 

* were filled from this port, upon Vice-Admi- 
' ral Milbank's reporting to me that he had no 
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* men to complete their complement without 
' taking them from other ships ; — inclosed I 

* transmit for their Lordships' perusal my 
' letter to Vice-AdmiralMUbank on that occa- 
' sioDi recommending to him to take the 

' men from other ships which will take the : 
' longest time to repair, which ships, in all 
' probability, may be manned from the one 
' thousand men now in the hospital, who may 
' be recovered before they are ready to receive 

* them. The joaanner of their disposal I have 
' left entirely to Vice-Admiral Milbank. 

* On considering the great number of 
' Marines belonging to the fleet their Lord- 

* ships have put under my command, and that 
' the very important service on which I am 
' ordered may render it necessary for his 
' Majesty's service to land bodies of them to 

* attack the public enemy, and co-operate 
' with his Majesty's land forces, I must beg 

* leave to suggest to their Lordships the utility 
' of field-officers to command the difierent 
' bodies of Marines that it may be necessary 
' to land in the different operations in which I 
' may be employed. 

' Experience has taught me that captains 
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* of Marines are not proper officers to com- 
' mand lai^ detachments of troops, and that 

* discipUne is not so well maintained as when 

* field-officers of rank command them. I 
' therefore hope their Lordships will take the 
' matter into consideration, and that I shall 
' haTe the pleasure of seeing Marine field- 
' officers arrive in the West Indies in thd 

* squadron which their Lordships have ap- 

* pointed to follow me. 

* I will venture to affirm that it will be 
' attended with great consequences to his 
' Majesty's service, and may prevent much 
' confusion, whenever it may be necessary to 

* employ the Marines on shore.* 



' TO LADY RODNEY. 



' Cawsand Bay, Jan, 1st, 1782. . 

* Many, many happy new years to you, and 

* my dear girls. 

' It is impossible for you to conceive my 

* chagrin at being detained in this horrid 

* port, where I have experienced nothing 
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* but storms of wind, n^lect, unwillingneSB', 

* and disobedience to orders that they re- 
' ceive from the Admiralty. Faction and 
' party- have descended- so low as to enter 
' the minds of even dock-yard officers, and 

* induce them to do their duty negligently, for 
' which they deserve to be turned out. 

' Had I the power, I would dismiss many 
' of them. It is acknowle^ed by all the in- 
' habitants, that more work has been done in 
' the dock-yard since my arrival, than had 
' been done in three months before, and more 
' despatch in fitting the ships, but it is done 
' n^ligently ; and sorry I am to say, that the 
' sea-officers are more to blame than the dock' 
' officers, and that my own captain is among 

* the slow ones. I have given him notioe^ 
' that he shall not remain my captain. I am 
' convinced, that if I had not arrived in this 

* port, the Formidable would not have been 

* ready these two months. She is now com- 
' plete, and waits only for a wind to come out 

* of Hamoaze, but the masters, attendants, 
^ and pilots, are such dogs, that they make 
' difficulties of carrying her to the Sound, I 
' have written a public letter of complaint 

Na 
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' against them, and if the Admiralty does not 
' turn out some of them, they will deserve to 
' be turned out themselves. 

' The wind still continues west, and no 
* seeming likelihood of its changing. How- 
' ever, I am sure the French fleet must have 
' suffered greatly, and cannot have made any 



' I -am Sony for the Wentworths' losses by 

* highwaymen. Pray make my compliments 
" to them. 

' I hear nothing of changes. I wrote to 
' Lord Denbigh, and hope Jhe received my 
' letter. I suppose affairs will go on as usual, 
' and I fear, nothing thought of till too late. 

* I shall not be surprised if they detain the 

* squadron which they have promised shall 
' follow me. If they do, they must stand the 
' consequences. 

* Tell my dear Jenny, I have received her 
*■ letter, and hope that the pictures, and the 

* other things, have been received. They 

* have been sent these ten days. 

' Mr. Georges is arrived, and will take his 

* passage with me to the West Indies.' 
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* FROM THE EARL OF SANDWICH. 

* Admiralty, Jan. 2nd, 1782. 

' Thoi^h I hope this letter will not find you 

* still at Plymouth, I cannot avoid letting it 
' take its chance, in order to tell you that I 
' entirely approTe of your idea of having some 

* field-officers of Marines. We shall there- 
' fore give immediate orders, that three field- 
' officers of that corps do either go with you, 
' or come out in the next ships that are 
' ordered to join you. 

' The council have settled the affair relative 
' to the admiral's first captain sharing prizes: 

* according to Sir Charles Douglas's wishes, 
' and the physician of the fleet will he allowed 
' to share with lieutenants. 

' Though we have as yet no authentic ac- 
' counts, there are letters from various parts; 
' that give us reason to believe, that soon 
' after Admiral Kempenfelt fell in with Mon- 

* sieur Guichen's fleet, they were dispersed 
' by a violent storm, and that most, if not all 

* of them, are returned into the ports of 
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' France*. God send this news may be true. 
' If it 10 so, you will hare a fine field open to 

* you, as I think it next to a certainty, that if 
' y<)u can get soon out of the channel, you 
' will be on your station before this fonnidable 
' embarkation arrives, and may probably have 

* it in your power to intercept them before 

* their junction with Monsieur de Grasse. 

. ' The fate of this empire is in your hands, and 
'. I have no reason to wish that it should be 
' in any other. 
' I am with the utmost truth and regard, 
' &c. &c. &c.' 

* Reai-Admiral Kempenfelt, with only twdre sail-of-tbe-Une, 
fell in with the French fleet or nineteen sul-of-th»-line, and two 
anned en flute, oomnumded bj MonMenr Gniohen, on the 13th of 
December, and succeeded by an admirable manoeuvre, in which he 
displayed the most consummate skill and bravery, in cutting off 
fifteen of the enemy's convoy, having on board one thousand and 
nzty soldiers, and five hundred and forty-«ght seamen. 

Only two of the enemy's ships made good their Voyage to tlie 
yfat Indlei. The rest returned to Brest. 
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* TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

* PormidaHe, Plymouth Sound, . 
' Jan. 7th, 1782. 

' Be pleased to inform their Lordships, that 
' afler the letter I had the honour to write' 

* yesterday, the wind came round again to the 
' south-west, fmd continued so all night, blow- 
*■ ing hard.' It is this morning become west- 
' erly, and should it, as I hope it will, get far 
' enough to the northward, they may be' 
' assured I shall embrace the earliest oppor-' 

* tunity to put to sea. 

' I am sorry to acquaint their Lordships 

* that Captain Bickerton, in his Majesty's' 
' ship Amazon, is just arrived from the West 
' Indies, and brings the disagreeable news of 
' the island of St. Euatatius baring been taken 
' by surprise by two French frigates - with 
' about three hundred men. 

' This news their Lordships may be assured' 
' has greatly distressed, as well as surprised 

* me, as I had flattered myself that the gar* 
' rison left tliere, with the new works erected, 
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* would have rendered it impregnable to a 

* force infinitely superior to that it yielded to. 

' The circumstance which adds most to the 
' concern I feel on this unfortunate occasion 
' is, that I had le&. directions that the island 

* should never be left without one large, or two 

* small irigates. 

*, This, untoward event will greatly Eidd.to 
' the difficulties attendant . on the command 

* of that station, and as their liordships will 
' doubtless think it necessary to send an ad- 
' miral out with the reinforcement destined to 

* follow me, I shall esteem myself highly 
' obliged to them to give me leave to recom- 

* mend Rear- Admiral Sir Richard Hughes for 

* that purpose, he being an officer of whose 
' character and abilities for such a command 
'..I have a very good opinion; and as the 
' number of frigates on that station has been 
' greatly diminished, since my leaving it, by 
' the Cyclops, Hyaena, and Amazon, being 
' despatched home, I hope their Lordships 
' will excuse my recommending it to their 
' consideration whether it will not be neces- 
' sary. to send out others with the above rein- 
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' forcement, or as soon as conTeniently may 

* be, to replace them. 

* I have the honour, 

' &c. &c. 

' The admiral's name signed by me at hia 

* particular request, he having the gout in hia 
' hands. 

' Chables Douglas,' 



' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' Formidable at Sea, laL 46° 6', 

' Cape Ftnisterre, di5tan<ie 

' 60 leagues. 

* I take the opportunity by the Surprise fri- 
' gate, which I have this moment spoke to, 

* with her convoy from Lisbon, to acquaint 
' their Lordships, that, notwithstanding a very 
' severe gale of wind, his Majesty's fleet imder 

* my command, by carrying a press of sail, 
'were enabled to weather Usbant the 17th 
' instant. 

' The wind, though westerly, is now mo- 
' derate, and I have not the least doubt we 

* ^all make a quick passage. 
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' The wh<de squadron are now with me ; 
' but from the severity of the weather many 
* of them have lost sails, &c. &c.' 



' FROM THE EAEL OF SANDWICH. 

'- Aamiralty, Feb. 22nd, 1782. 

* You will, I am sure, recollect my recom- 
' mendation to you while in London of Cap- 

' tain , and of your having allowed me to 

' send him out to you as a volunteer, which, 

* by some negligence on his part, was pre- 
' vented taking place. I now, however, send 
*■ him to you in a fine sloop, with my earaest 
' request that you would give him post, should 
' a fit opportunity present itself. My con- 

* nexions with his father, and my r^ard for 
*- the young man, who is heir to a very con- 
' siderable estate in my neighbourhood, makes 
' his promotion an object that I have most 
' seriously at heart. 

>' You were so kind as to desire me to re- 
' commend to you any gentleman, who, irom a 
' want of seniority, could not be promoted at 
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* home. I flatter myself that you will allow 

* that I have not made an imreasonable use 

* of your friendly offer. I shall therefore 
' trouble you no iiirther than with the very 
' sincere assurances of truth and r^ard with 

* which I shall ever remain, 

' &c. &c. &c.' 



* TO SIR PETER PARKER, JAMAICA. 

' FormidMt, Qros Islet Bay, St Lncie, 
' Uarcb 5lh, 17S2. 

' I am to inform you of my arrival in tiiesd 
^ seas with twelve sail of the line^ and that 
' two others have joined me since from Eng- 
' land ; and although I came too late to save 
' the islands of St. Christopher's, Nevis, and 

* Montserrat, I flatter myself an end is now 

* put to the enemy's conquests, and that every 

* opportunity shall be taken to bring them to 

* a general battle. 

' If they will not give me an opportunity in 

* these seas, I have not a doubt but a general 

* batde must ensue in the seas adjacent to 

* your station, as I am fully convinced they 
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* meditate an attack upon Jamaica, in con- 
'junction with the Spaniards, which it shall 

' be my business, as far as lies in my power, to ■ 
'prevent; and you may be assured that.the- 
' whole force under my command, should the 
' enemy make a movement_to leeward,, shall 
' hasten to the assistance of Jamaica. 

' I must, therefore, recommend it to you 
' that the squadron under your command be 
' kept in constant readiness to join me, either 
' off the east end' of that island, or off the 
' island of St. Domingo. 

* You may be assured that I shall give you 

• proper notice, of. the approach of the fleet 
' under my command, and I must desire you 
' will please to acquaint the inhabitants, that 
' they may depend upon the assistance of the 
'great flpet now in these seas, and that.! 
' daily expect, a large convoy from Great 

' Britain, bound to their island. I shall hastea ■ 
' it to Jamaica under a strong convoy. . 

' And whereas I am directed by my Lords 
' Commissioners of the, Admiralty, to employ 
' the fastest sailing vessels that can be pro- - 
' cured, in order to keep up a constant corre- - 
' spondence between this station, Jamaica, 
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' and North America ; I must recommend it to 

* you, in pursuance of the:8aid orders, to pro- 
' cure such vessels at your island, having my- 
' self given directions to Commissioner Laforey 

* to purchase some for this station, and I 

* must recommend it to you in the strongest 

* manner to acquaint me constantly with the 
' situation of ' affairs at Jamaica, and the 

* strength of the enemy at St. Domingo, that 
' I may have timely notice to send necessary 
' reinforcements. 

* P. S. On my arrival here I was in hopes 

* of meeting with the Sandwich, but I presume 
" her condition is such as to have rendered it 
' impossible. Her assistance and the Lon- 
■* don's would have been of infinite conse- 
' quence to his Majesty's service in the late 
' action with the enemy's fleet *. 

« Vii., Rear-Admiral Sir S&muel Hood's action yfith De 
Grasse'a fleet in Basseten-e Roads on the 25th of Jaauaty. 

■ On Sir Samuera return to the West Indies, after the surrender 
■of Lord Comwa!lia"8 army at York Town, he was soon followed 
by De Grasse, and whilst refitting his squadron at Barbadoes, he 
i«ceived intelligence that the enemy had.attacked tha island of 
St Christopher's with a large body of troops, supported by thirty 
Hul of the line. Sil Samuel Hood's force did not exceed tVreOty 
two line-of-battle ships,. uevertheless he hastened to Antigua, and 
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* TO HIS EXCELLENCY OOVERNOR DALLINQ.' 

' Saipe date. 

* On the 19th of Fehruary, after five we^^ 
' passage with the fleet under my command, 
' I arrived in Carlisle Bay. Barbadoes, and 
' instantly proceeded to join the fleet under 
' Sir Samuel Hood, in hopes of bringing the 
' enemy's fleet to battle, and saving the island 

having taken on board all the troops that could be spared, tteeTed 
for Basseterre Roads, where the enemy's fleet lay. The French 
adminil bad received intixoatlon of his t^iproach; and conflding in 
his superiority of numbers, immediately put to sea. Sir Samuel 
Hood's object being to reheve the island, instantly indicated by 
.signal his intention of steering for the anchorsjie which the enemy 
had just quitted, which be adroitly accomplished in spite of all 
the exertions of the French admiral ; who, too late, perceived the 
«rror he had committed,- and itha again attempted tb^ ensuing 
jnoning to dislodge him from bis station, but in vain. 

The island, however, having, in consequence of the enemy's 
great superior!^ of force, been compelled to capitulate, tthteb it 
did on the 13th of Februaiy, nothing remained for the British 
sdmiral but to quit Us station, now become veiy periloua eid 
quite untenable, as soon u possible. He, thenfore. gave orders 
littthe ship! to cut theur cables at 11 o'clock, on the night of the 
14th, and put to tea. proceeding under easy sail (the ttemmost 
mnd Iwwardmoit Mp first, and so on in suocestion), till jdUibf- 
wise directed tiy signal. This manouvre was effected with such 
perfect order and secrecy, that the enemy, who were only five milst 
distant, were not aware of it till the fitllowing moming, when th^ 
Biitiah sqnadron hKl Tftniahcd out of aight. 
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•of St. Christopher's, which I heard they 
' were then besieging. 

' On my arrival off Antigua on the 23d, my 
' hopes were disappointed on receiving intel- 

* ligence that St. Christopher's had sur- 
' rendered, and that Sir Samael Hood, with 

* the fleet under his command, were sailed for 
' Barbadoes, and the enemy's fleet towards 
' Martinique. 

' On the 2fith I had the good fortune to joiil 

* Sir Samuel Hood to windward of Antigua: 

* Every endeavour was used to arrive off 

* Martinique before the enemy, but they had 

* the good fortune to shelter themselves in 

* Fort Royal Bay before we got the length of 

* that island, where they are now refitting 
' their shattered fleet ; and where, you may 

* be assured, every attention shall be paid to 
' their motions, which I am convinced, by 
' every intelligence I am able to procure, me- 

* ditate an attack upon Jamaica. 

' I have written to the commander-in-chief 
'of his Majesty's ships, on your station, to 

* send me constant intelligence of the situation 

* of affairs in your island, that I may send 
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' being fnUy convinjced-.that rJiiii»iq&<ie«»n]itf 

' be takeM while I -h8JF6.the|hon(mjf,,to eavin- 
' mand a large fleet in these seas, ank^jWi- 
' mated with a spirit firmly determined to 
'support its preservation at all events, and 
' that numbers may not be wanted to defend 
' so important a jewel from being wrested 
' ftMn the crown of Great Britain, I have 
' given orders that one hundred stout seamen 

< with proper officers, from each' oS>ib^-l}»&r^ 
" battleships, siay be:discipUne4 find, tr^^pnj 

< to smaU armSf to act ^ solc^ers. <^ ^t^i^ 
' should-thci% be an occasion, for their l^f^-f 
' ingt These with, the marip£s of Ijie ,0^^ 
' with the troops hourly expected ;&:oij» Grpftf 
' Britain, with your troops and auilitia alrei34K 
' in yourislandj who I am 9tire,.frpfi| ^ja;y^ 
' knowledge of theii^ bravery and patrioitisffi) 
' will do their duty^ will be sufficient tp Tepe4 

* any attempt the enemy may mako again^ 
'* the island, and-give them cause tO: repeat 

* their temerity. . j, , ,.,*< 

^'I mention these partictdars only, to , ifonr, 

* viace the g«itlem^ of your islimd ,h9j4^j 
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' much and siiic^ely I hare its preservation 

* at heart, and how much my attention has 

* heen taken up towards so desirable a 
' purpose.' 



' TO LADY RODNEY. 

' FomadabU, St, Lucie, 
' March 9th, 1782. 

' Through storms, and tempests, and contrary 

* winds, we forced our way in five weeks to 
' Barbadoes, where my stay was only a few 
' hours, till the breeze allowed us to sail. I 
^ was in hopes of saving St. Christopher's, 

* and attacking the French fleet rather than 

* besieging it ; but when I got off Ant^a, 
' and had my fleet ready to force their way 
' through the enemy, which I had resolved to 

* do, I had the disappointment of learning 

* that St. Christopher's had surrendered, with 
' Nevis and Montserrat ; that Sir Samuel 

* Hood, mth the fleet, was gone from Antigug, 
' on his way -to Barbadoes ; and that the 

* enemy's fleet were gone towards Martinique, 
' hearing that one of my squadrons had ar- 

Vot. 11. o 
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' med at Barbadoes. The intelligence waS 
' sent them by one of the lo^d inhabitants of 

* Barbadoes. 

' Count de Grasse, dreading my jtinctipti 
' with Sir Samuel Hood, chose to make the 

* best of his way to Martinique. I had the 

* good fortune to join Sir Samuel at sea, and 

* endeavoured to get off Martinique before 
' De Grasse; butas he had the start two days 
' before my arrival off Antigua, he harboured 

* his fleet in Port Royal Bay. I had hoped, 

* aS he went to leeward of the island, that he 

* might have been becalmed. Had that been 

* the case, nothing could have prevented my 
'bringing him to action. That great' event is 
' postponed; but every opportunity that ofiters 
' shall be taken to decide the empire of thd 

* sea. 

* The French have in Port Royal thirty- 

* one sail of the line, and ten frigates. I 
' have them daily reconnoitred. My fleet; 

* at present, consists of thirty-six sail of th^ 
' line ; and though several of them are in very 
' bad condition, I am convinced I have sufli- 

* cient to beat the enemy. Sir Samuel Hood's 
' squadron wants everything, and not one 

* morsel of bread amongst them. Govem- 
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' meat i» not to blame — it is the contractor's 
' agents, who, I suppose, have sold it to make 
' a good market. Judge with what impatience 

* I wait for the convoy from England, in 
' which all our stores and prorisions are 
! coming, for none are here. Should the 
^ Spanish fleet intercept them, what condition 
' shall we be in ? However, I have the satis-* 
' faction to know that the enemy are worse 
< off than ourselves. It shall be my business 
^ to keep them so. 

' Two of the French squadron which sailed 
' from France, joined De Grasse at St. Chris- 

* tether's, before the reduction of that island^ 

* viz., Le Triomphant, eighty-four, and Le 
' Brave, seventy-four guns — no others. The 
' rest were driven back by the violent storms 
' you experienced in England. 

' None but an English squadron, and cop^ 
' per bottoms, could have forced their way to 
' the West Indies as we have done. Poor 

< ,'g fatal cape off Ushant, we weathered 

' in a storm but two leagues, the sea mountains 

* high, which made a fair breach over the 
' Formidable and the Namur, but it was 

J for the public service that every 

02 
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' risk. shotiM be run. Persist and Vonquei^ i» a 

* maxim that I hold good in war, even dgainst 

* the 'elements, and it has answered, foi" tiU I 

* got the length of Madeim, nothing but^fio- 

* lent gales prevailed, which you are eea-ieoman 
' enough to know were directly contrary; 'y«t, 
' notwithstanding this, we made a passage in 
' five weeks, which ■ is scarcely credible. 

'This being the first letter -i have been 
' able to write since my violent fit of the gout 
' in both hands and feet, I am so tired thht 
' I must stop, and go on to-morrow. 

' I think the winter season has followed ns : 
■ nothing but violent hard gales, and such a 
'sea, that half the boats of the fleet have 

* heen stove in watering, which has delayed 

* us much in refitting ; if it can be called 

* refitting, without stores or provisions. The 
' delay of the sailing of the convoy from 
f England has been the occasion. I expect 
' them every day. The enemy are worse off, 

* being in want of everything, but snug in 
f Port Royal. 

* I would not, for the world, have left the 
' portraits of my dear girls behind me. They 

* are the joy of my life, and converse Math' me 
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* dailyi !^ looking at them, they oalm my 
''iniiidi and even ease the tDiment of the 
^ glout, when it is upon me. I . hope, by the 
' Tery severe fit which took me at Plymouth, 
.' and derived me of the.use of both han^s 
' and feeti that I ehall not have a return of it 
f. for S(»ne tim6 at least. 

* The excessive fatigue both of body ^d 
' mind I at present experience is easier ima- 
' gined than : described. The fleet I found 
*,hjere were in want of everything; there ie 
' no villainy some of the merchants of these 
' ialanda are not guilty of, and they take every 
' opportunity of carrying on a traitorous cor- 
'. reapondence with the enemyj supplying Ui^ra 
'with provisions, &c. &c. Barbadoes is the 

* worst of .them all. Tell Sir P. Gibbs as 
'much* They wish to be taken, but the 
' rogues shall be disappointed while I remain 

* here. The island is in no state of defence, 
' and their legislature will not raise one penny 

* to repair the fortifications. 

. * When you see Sir Ralph Payne, tell him 
' diat the inhabitants of Basseterre, in St. 
' Christopher'Sj suffered the enemy to land 

* without firing a single gun, though they had 
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■* three very good batteries which might Imve 
'* done good serrieeand destroyed many of the 
-' enemy, and certainly prevented their land" 
.' ing at Basseterre ; nay, during the whole 

* time the British fleet lay there, not one 

* single inhabitant came on board, or gave 
' Sir Samuel Hood the least intelligence, auch 

* was their loyalty and patriotism. 

' The merchants of Basseterre put intd 
-' their capitulatioii, -that the ships coming 
■'from England should have leave to land 
' their cargoes unmolested at that island 5 

* they foigot that another person's leave was 
■* necessary, when they chose to be French 

* subjects. Not one barrel of provisions will 
•I suffer to pass to that island. They ar6 

* French, and as French will I treat them'. 
"' The French, in want of everything, werfe 
"* glad to catch at that article, in hopes by 
.' that means to supply themselves with the 

* provisions destined for St. Christopher's'. 
'.It is indifferent to the merchants who are 
' the purchasers, provided that they get their 

* price. I hear they intend to petition me: 

* I shall treat them as they deserve, if they da, 

* for I hat« traitors. 
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< ' Mr. Kerr, of Antigua, will nemit the mo- 
*: Hey belonging to St. IBustatiug wheneTer 
' yUs cftn be got. Gieneral Vaughan, con- 

* tra»y to my consent, left a viery considier- 
*:able sum in the bands of that fellow C m , . ; 

'and his Cominissary F . The latter hatf 

' reiiiBed to give any account — the formei! 

< claimed twelve thousand pounds as his own, 

* which the Marquis de Bouill^ gave him upoU 
1 that account. What are we to think of this; 
'for he bad not a shilling that he could call 
'bisowu? • 
,: ' The surprise of St. Eustatius is the most 

* disgraceful afiair that ever happened to a 
' nation. A garrison of eight hundred veterail 
' troops, in an island impregnable if attacked 
' by an army of ten thousand men ; yet thii 
' Colonel Cockburne, with his eyes open, and 

* after be had but the day before sent a letter 
? to General Christie at Barbadoes, acquaint-t 
> ing him that he had completed all the bat'' 
' terie^, and mad^ the island impregnable to 
' eyerything but a surprise, which he would an-* 

* Bwer should never be the case while he com- 
' m^ded ; yet this very man the next day 
'withdrew the guard irom the battery where 
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fitheitBiiieid7>Itoded^ displaced the.mM^iEdlm 
'■i^tt: sighaUhouse, and "piit a >per6oh''iwi'big 
'']iilac»Fdbat cbuM not aee.' When 'ttdd^iitrat 
^'jthiseiFr^rdbfiigates were afftheisisnd^'hci 
^ grossly: abused the infoiinaftt; aAd Upodia 
. F.'poQrae^ro'a acquainting him that the .enemy 
SiMze landed, be threatened to hang hint. : 
' ^ ' Count Dilion tells the whole story to bv^ 

* person, end that the Marquis de Bouilli& ahd 
' the tbree -hundred soldiers that landed, es.- 
^rpeeted nothing bat being prisoners off war. 
*'A11 theif boats were stove in ten thousand 
I pjiecest aU their ammunition wet, and aot 
F.one fifeloek capable of going off: On 'firihg 
iVtJae.mOnung ^oa, the enemy concluded: it 

* waa &n alarm, and were ready to lay down 

* theur Mms upon the first demand. T^y 

* to<^ ootirage upon their not being attadc^, 
\ matched up to the fort, and rushed in with 
Mhnrfoayoinets. Cockbumewastaken'the first 
'' wan on horseback; all the officers in tteir 
I 'quarters, and the soldiers inthJeir barracks. 
' What do they not all deserve ? 250,000/e of 

-'' our mCHiey in the hands of the Colonel and 
•iMr.F— , seiaed andretaken. 'fiiismoney 
'St had insisted should be taken out of their 
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frbalidsiiiiaailt bentiifabNeft <Voik. «ihh»Bir 
^iSasMiel'-^Hqod, ifof Ithe use ;iVll::tlie'anliy-, 
fj!ithd)1eby:;gdaiid bill» migbiC- have beeiv io^- 
SftaAiMdj aodithe laoney hmg hmee IddgedUn 
f; thef^ank. Mr. F~ — has refused 'to give 
tfikSamnel aivf account of it since hift arrival 

* at.Barlradoesi, and has the insolence 1« <8ay 
^-t^t hewill not dolt unless fbreed bylaw. 
^ 1< :wilL offdier him to ;be called to aocoumt j hoir-' 
*,«iret', the moment he aETcreain^fiDglandi. •■ 
-t.i'Yim may sbev this letter to our 'friend 

^lFa^|u}la^j and lethim know that lam reidf 
f(«t !a doioment's warning to. assist Jaman^a. 
,t'J:--h.a.Tre forwarded tiieilr ' conToy nnderthe 
I*! [iiotedtioD ' of: a Bereaty-lbur gna Bhip, »hA 
lihaire ordereid Admiral ' Rowley to keep a 
f good look-out, and c6n^:antly send me^x- 
f press upon express, that I may kmofr the 
■* situation of affairs, and have likewise diiwct- 
'■' edhim to join me with his-sc^nadron to wihd- 
^ ward of the ishuid, that I might attack the 

* ^Djunct fleets, and peerent their in-roeiion 

:f0f it!.- , , • . 

Vr * I ^am of opinion that the great events 
/ wjuch must decide the empire of the ' ocfean, 
i^ 1^% to-eidi£t off' Jamaica ^ ^. Boraibgo ; 
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"and as I know you are a great poUticum, I 
*, make you thus ^mistress, of .this aifair, that 
' you may inform our Jamaica frietuls ^at 
' home that I have their preservation entirely 
' at heart. 

' Tell my dear girls that I write too leog a' 
-' letter to their mother to write to them too 
*■ hy this opportunity, hut they may depend 
^ upon hearing from me very soon, as I shall: 
' sail to-morrow in the hope of intercepting 
' the French convoys at sea. I shall hare 
*■ leisure to write to them ; conversed with 
^ them I have daily, and they hoth seemed' 
* pleased, as if they wished to answer, 

' I ^ball take care that you want for nothing 
^ during my absence, and in all probability 
- you will have another letter in a day op 
^ two. 

' Adieu.' 



' FROM LE COMTE DE GRASSE. 

' ViUe de Paris, MarUaique, 
' March 2d, 1782. 

' I have received the letter which your excel- 
' lency has done me the honour to write to mo 
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in seeding me back the French and Spanish 

prisoners which were at St. Lucie, on your 
Excellency's arriTal, and I leara with plea- 
sure that you acquiesce in the arrangement 
agreed upon between Rear-Admiral Hood 
and myself, respecting the exchange of pri- 
soners ; and in consequence of this I have 
receired, with all the civility in my power. 
Captain Vashon, whom I would have de- ' 
spatched to you immediately, had not a 
journey which 'I made to St. Pierre com- 
pelled me to absent myself several days, the 
Comte de Baitas, at Fort Royal, not having 
chosen to take upon himself the respMisibi-' 
lity, though I left him full powers for that 
purpose. 

' I am glad that your Excellency is im- 
pressed with like sentiments of humanity 
towards our brave countrymen, in thus en- 
deavouring to mitigate, as much as lies in 
your power, the rigours of war, and I would 
fain hope, as well as yourself, that in ful- 
filling our duties towards our masters, we 
shall gratify their wishes by softening the 
calamity of war by taking all manner of care 
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^of 'those whom fortune may ^lace m-bii^ 

i>ptrffOT!»,-. ■ ■ ■ 

' I am, with the roost perfect consiflepatidil 
* and esteem, your Excellency's ' 

* &D. &C. &C./ ■■ ■■ . i 




' I foi^ob to inform your Excdleney thai 

* during the stay of his Britannic Majesty's 

* corvette in Fort Royal Bay, some of heP 
' crew escaped by swimming to one of out 

• From the Comte de Graase Capf ajn Vashon received every 
attention and civility during his stay in Fort Royal Bay, and 
became iAs ga&at on hoard his flag-ship, when the Comte took 
occaaion to ohserve, that nothing would give him greater pleasure 
than to meet the Chevalier Rodney, nhom he hoped to have the 
hoDooT to Deceive on board the Ville de Paris. Captain Vothon 
assured him that Sir Geoi^e would be equally delighted to meet 
him, and hoped the Comte would soon give him the opportunity ; 
when the Comte rejoined, that he hoped it would be in hi$ power 
to do so in a few weeks. The meeting did take place very shortly 
after ; but instead of being on board the Ville de Paris, it occurred 
oii^dird the fbra>idiN«.— Ralfk's Ntm. Biog. 
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) vese«lst J canted bbein .to : foe reatored, 

* without their parole, under a promis&that 
'they should BOt be punished. 

' I make bold to 'flatter myself that your 

* Excellency will confirm this promise, as I will 
Sg^arantee your Excellency the same indul- 
^ 'gence for your own people. Without such 

O a pledge, I would not have r^tored sailors 
>»who were nnder the protection of the French 

\J flag : of this number there is one I have not 
^'^released, he being an American, whom I 
t consider as French, or at least as allies to., 
^wbom assistfuice and protection are due.' 



' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' Formidable, St. Ifucie> 
' March 14th, 1782. 

' On my arrival at Barbadoes, on the l&th 
' ultimo. Captain Finder, late of his Majesty's 
^ sloop Barbadoes, came on board, and ac- 
* quainted me that a French squadron, con- 
' aisting of three frigates, a cutter, and four 
^ brigs with troops on board from France, 
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' appeared off the riyer Dwuerary the Sftth 
' of January last, and that the colony, the 
' fort, and six of his Majesty's frigates had 
^ submitted to the en^ny without making 
' resistance. Their JLord^pg may easily 
-' ima^ne my surprise and concern at this 
'event, as I had taken care, before I was 

* obliged to l^ve these seas on account of 
' uy health, to order eight sail of frigates, at 

* least, for the protection of those colonies ; & 
< list of which I have the honour to inclose. 

' I shall forbear giving my sentiments on 

* this great national affair, as I shall order.it 
' to be strictly inquired into at a court- 
' martial, and shall send a flag of truce to 
' Martinique, that those officers concerned in 
' the capitulation maybe exchanged, in order 

* to take their trial. 

* So many frigates being given up to the 
' enemy, is a great detriment to his Majesty's 
' service, as they are much wanted here ; 

* and as his Majesty's ship Proth^ took two 
' large American privateers to windward of 

* Barbadoes, one of twenty-four, and the othet 
"* of twenty-two guns, I thought it necessary 
f fw his Majesty's service, tmd in obedience 
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* to their Lordships' most secret orders, df 
' the 6th of December last, relative to my 
' proridiug a suflacient number of swift-sailing 
' vessels to watch the motions of the enemy, 
'to direct the naval storekeeper at Bartia- 
' does to purchase the swd privateers, and tb 

* fit them as ships of wta, vi^hich will, I hopd, 
' meet with their Lordships' approbation. 

' What adds to my great concern on this 
' unhappy occasion, is the report made to 
' me by Captain Thompson,. of his Majesty's 
' ship Hysena, and several other officers, 
' whence I conclude, that the fort at the 
' mouth of the river Demerary, which mounted 

* twelve heavy cannon, besides small ones, 

* and placed in such a situation as to rake 
' any ship comirig into it, and assisted by 

* the frigates I had stationed there, might 
' have bid defitmce to any attempt mad6 
' upon the colony. 

' I cannot conclude this disagreeable ac^ 
' count without acquainting their Lordships 
' that Captain Tahourdio, who seems to have 
' taken the lead in this capitulation, was one 
' of the youngest masters and commanders 

* I had ordered on that station. Captaiil 
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' Thompson, of the Hyffina, thought proper 
' to appoint him post in the Oronoque. His 
' reasons for so doing, without any authority, 
' I must leave for their Lordships' inquiry. 

' Should the French Admir^ not agree to 
' the exchange of these captains and officers, 

* I shall take care that the inferior officers 

* belonging to the captured frigates, who are 
' already exchanged, shall be sent to Eng- 

* land, that the inquiry into this affair may 
< not be delayed. 



' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' FormidtMe, St. I^cie. 
' H«rch 15th. 1782, 

.' Notwithstanding the ^treme bad weather 
' and contrary winds the squadron under my 
' command experienced for more than a fort- 
' night after they left the British Channel, 
' we made our passage to Barbadoes in five 
' weeks ; and we arrived at that island late 
■* in the evening of the 19th of February. 

? The moment we anchored. Governor 
f Cuningham and Greneral Christie came on 
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' board the Fonnidable. By them I was in-* 
' formed that the French fleet, under Count 
' de Grasse, and the army, under the Marquis 

* de Bouill6, had invested, and were besi^ng 

* his Majesty's island of St. Christopher's ; 

* that Sir Samuel Hood, with twenty-two 
' sail of the line under his command, was 
' anchored a little to windward of the road of 

* Basseterre, that he had had two rencounters 

* with Count de Grasse, while at anchor in 
' the said road, both to the disadvantage of 
' the enemy, who could make no impression 
' on the British fleet, but were obliged to 

* return to their station off Nevis ; that though 

* the inhabitants of Basseterre had surren- 
' dered the town, with its three strong bat- 
' teries, to the Marquis de Bouill^, without 

* firing one single gun, yet the citadel on. 
' Brimstone Hill still held out, bad made a 
' gallant defence, and, in ail probability^ was 

* in no danger of being taken for a con- 
' siderable time. 

* This last intelligence their Lordships may 

* be assured, gave me the h^hest satisfaction, 
' as I was in hopes that I should arrive in 
' time to save so important an island to his 

Vol. II. P 
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•Majesty, and hare an opportunity of at-'. 
' tacking with his Majesty's fleet. 

* Animated with these ideas, the whole 

* night (which was calm) was spent in re-' 

* ceiving on board the fleet one hundred tons 

* of water, which, on the Prothfee (who had 
' parted company from me in a gale of wind, 

* off" Cape Finisterre, and had arrived at Bar- 

* badoes the day before) having acquainted 

* the honest masters of Ei^lish merchant ships 

* in the Road that they m^ht expect my 

* arrival, they, as true lovers of their King 
' and country, had filled, in order to put on 

* board his Majesty's ships the moment they 

* arrived. 

* I thought it a duty incumbent upon me, 
' in justice to them, to make this report of 

* their loyalty, which was of the utmost con- 
' sequence to his Majesty's service, there 
' being no probability of getting water at St. 
' Christopher's, the enemy being in posses- 
' sion of the watering-plac^. 

* When the breeze set in on the moniing of 
' the 20th, I proceeded with the squadron 
' under my command, but the wind proving 

* northerly, it was the 23rd before we arrived 
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' off English Harbour, Antigua. The Alert, 
' which sloop I had despatched for intelli- 
' gence, brought me word that Brinistoue 

* Hill, and the whole Island of St. Christo- 
' pher's, had surrendered to the enemy on thb 
< 12th instant ; that Sir Samuel Hood, and 

* the fleet under his command, had left St. 

' John's Road, Antigua, forty-eight hours 

* before my arrival there, had sailed to the 

* northward, on their way to Barbadoee, and 
' that he had ordered frigates to watch the 

* motions of the enemy's fleet. 

' On perceiving a ship to leeward, with a 

* press of sail, and concluding her to be a 

* British cruiser with intelligence, I lay to 

* till she joined me, having despatched the 
' Anson to windward with letters for Rear- 
' Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, whom I hoped 
' he would fall in with on his crossing the 

* latitudes to windward of the islands, which 
' letters were to desire the Rear-Admiral to 
' make the junction of the fleets off Point 
' Salines, Martinique. 

' The ship proved to be his Majesty's ship 
' the Convert, with two hundred and thirty 
' English prisoners, whom Comte de Grasse 

P2 
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' had agreed, should be exchanged by frigates 
' of war, carrying a flag of truce. Captain 
' Herrey acquainted me that the French fleet 
' had left St. Christopher's and shaped their 
' course toward Martinique, having on their 
' Tay compelled the Island of Moatserrat to 

* surrender. 

' I felt convinced the enemy had given up 
' their intention of attacking Antigua, on their 
,' having received intelligence from a vessel 
' belonging to Speight's Town, Barbadoes, 
' of the arrival of the Proth^e, and my being 

* hourly expected, and that this circumstance 
' hastened their departure from St. Christo- 

* pher's, that they might arrive at Fort Royal 

* before the junction of the British fleets. 

' While laying to, I issued the strictest 
orders to the commanding officers of his 

* Majesty's ships in English Harbour, to be 

* aiding and assisting his Majesty's gover- 
' nor in the defence of Antigua, to the utmost 
' extremity, should it at any time be attacked, 
' and upon no account, at his peril, to suffer 

* his Majesty's ships that might be in English 

* Harbour to fall into the enemy's hands, hut 

* if in real danger of that event, to destroy 
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< the ships, land the men, and assist in the 
' defence of the island, till it was relieved by 
' his Majesty's fleet in these seas, 

' And likewise having directed the captain 

* of the Royal Oak, (which ship had never 

* been able to join Sir Samuel Hood,) and of 

* the Yarmouth, (whom I had sent into English 

* Harbour, being in want of a main yard,) to 

* take on board every store they could pos- 

* sibly stow, for the use of the fleet, and 
' hasten to join me in Gros Islet Bay, I 
' made saU, and on the 25th, joined Sir 
' Samuel Hood to leeward of Antigua. The 

* conjunct fleets made all the haste possible 
' towards Martinique. I was in hopes, as the 
' enemy's fleet took their course to leeward 
' of the islands, they might have met with 

* calms to delay their passage so as to enable 
' his Majesty's fleet under my command to 
'- have been off Fort Royal Bay before them, 

* and an opportunity given me of bringing 

* them to action. 

' The enemy had the good fortune to secure 
' their anchorage in that Bay before my 
' arrival. 

' I have caused them to be daily recon- 
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' noitered ; and enclosed I have the honour 
' to send their Lordships a list of their num' 
' hers and condition, as taken by Captain 
' Vasfaon in his Majesty's sloop the Alert, 
' whom I had sent as a flag of truce to Gomte 

* de Grasse with the FreAch prisoners, in 
/ lieu of such as he had sent to his Majesty's 

* fleet. 

' As most of the fleet lately under the com* 
' mand of Sir Samuel Hood were in the 

* greatest want of repair, watet, stores, and 

* provisions, particularly bread, they having 
' been a considerable time without any, as 
' likewise of anchors, the whole fleet, on their 
' departure from St. Christopher's, having 

* been obliged to leave them behind, I caused 

* the utmost despatch to be made In dividing 

* the anchors, stores, and provisions brought 
'in the squadron under my command from 
.' Great Britain amongst the fleet in general, 

* and hastened their refitting and watering f 

* but such has been the severity of the 

* weather, unusual at this season in this 
' climate, with so violent a surf on the shore, 

* that many of the long boats of the fleet have 

* been destroyed. However I have now the 
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'pleasure to acquaitit their Lordahips, that 
' in a few days the whole wUl be complete 
' and ready for service, except the Intrepid, 
' which has been found unserviceable, and 
' must be sent to Great Britain with the May 
' convoy. 
: ' I have directed Sir Samuel Hood, with 

* his division, to take his station to windward 

* of Point Salines, and shall follow him with 
^ mine, when we shall cruise more to wind-* 
'. ward,, in order to intercept any squadrons 

* or convoj^ of the enemy which may be 
' bound to Martinique. 

* I shall direct Rear-Admiral Drake with 
' his division to cruise between Point Salines 

* and St. Lucia, to keep a watchful eye «n 
' tihe enemy at Fort Royal, constantly ac-* 
*- quainting me with their motions, that, if 

* there be occasion, the whole fleet may joinj 
' either to attack or follow them. 

' I have stationed the Fortun6e, P^aaus, 

* and Sybil, to windward of Barbadoes, for 

* the better protection of the trade of his 

* Majesty's subjects bound to the West 

* Indies, and by stretching as far to the 

* northward as the latitude of Dominiquoj 
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' to give me timely notice of the approach 

* of &.n enemy. Frigates will likewise be 
' stationed between them and his Majesty's 
'fleet. 

* Having received intelligence that a squa- 
' dron of American privateers are sailed from 

* St. Pierre's, with an' intention to attack and 
' plunder the island of ToTtola, I have 
^ despatched the frigates Santa Monica', 

* Nymphe, Convert, and Germaine, to en- 

< deavour to destroy them and defend Tortola, 

* an4 have given directions to the command- 
' ing officer of the said squadron, after 

* performing this service, to leave the Convert 
' for the better protection of the island. 

* I likewise propose, having consulted with 
*■ General Mathews, to send a small squadron 
^ to attempt the re-capture of the island of 

* Montserrat, as it will not only be the means 

* of supplying his Majesty's ships stationed 
' at Antigua with water, but a great check to 

< the enemy at Nevis and St. Christopher's, 

' On my arrival off English harbour, and 

* The Sqnta Monica waa unfortunBtely nreclied on a Bunkei^ 
rock off Tortola, on the 28th of Uaj%h. The whole of the gnns 
ftod the creF saved. 
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* receiving the infonnation that Sir Samuel 
^ Hood was sailed with the fleet to the north- 

* ward, and that no real intelligence was known 
^ of the motions of the enemy, I had directed 

* the captains of the Arrogant, Anson, and 

* Nonsuch, (who not being able to anchor in 
' Carlisle Bay, did not partake of the water 

* supplied by the merchant ships,) to repair 

* to Montserrat for intelligence and water, and 
' to assist the inhabitants with ammunition 

* and whatever they might stand in need of 
' for their defence. 

* Commissioner Laforey prevailed upon me 
' not to send the said ships, as he was con- 
' vinced the island had surrendered. This 
' -was confirmed by Captain Hervey ; and it 

* being of the utmost importance that his 

* Majesty's fleet should join vrith all possible 

* despatch, I could not think of delay at so 

* important a moment. 

* But as the enemy's fleet is now in Port 

* Royal Bay, and his Majesty's considerably 
' superior to them, their Lordships may 
' depend upon my taking every opportu- 

* nity of attacking theirs where vulnerable, 
' Would to Grod that General Matbew had 
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* but a sufficient number of troops to spare 
'■ from tbe defence of St. Lucie (which island 

* is of more consequence than all the Caribbee 

* Islands), I would answer for it that St.- 

* Christopher's and Nevis should not be long 
' Under the dominion of France ! But the 
' French garrisons in those islands are more 
' numerous than all the British forces at 

* present under the command of Gieneral 
' Mathews. 

* His Majesty's ship the Invincible * being 
' so extremely leaky as to render her incapable 
' of cruising or serving with the fleet till her 
' leaks were stopped, I deemed it necessary 
' to send her, on the 7th instant, to Jamaica, 
' with my letters to the Commander-in-chief 
' of his Majesty's ships on that station, and 
' to the governor, copies of which I have the 
' faonourto incl(»e for their Lordships' perusal: 

' The Invincible, with the Martin sloop; 
1 which had arrived the day before from Great 

* Britain, with their Lordships' despatches td 

* Whibt proceeding with her convoy to Jamaica, the Invindbte 
retook the Argo fingate, which a few days before had been cap- 
tured by two French ships of supeiioT force, and had Govemor 
flluTley on baenl. > ' 
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* me, took under their protection the Palliser 
' store ship, and the trade hound to Jamaica. 
' I caused a good look out to be kept on the 
' enemy's fleet when the convoy sailed, which 
< VBS late in the eyening, and after a very few 
' houra previous n6tice. 

* I have the pleasure to acquaint their Lord- 

* ships that his Majesty's ships Warrior, Va- 
' liant; and Duke * have joined me from Great 

* Britain, as likewise one of the Danish vic- 

* tUallers with provisions, by whom I team 
' that the convoy for the West Indies was to 
' sail the day after he left Spithead.' 

• Nothing coiild be more seasonable, nothing better judged, 
thsn this reinfbicement ; for it vraa vmqueBtion&bly the superiority 
of this fleet at thia crisis which gave suoh a. final result to the 
viBX, as proved the only consolation to the country for the loss of 
the colonies. And here no small tribute of pr^se is due to Lord 
Sandwich, then first Lord of the Admiralty, wboi the subject of 
critiusm in some points, understood well the main points of his 
duty— the distribution of the naval force, as exemplified in this 
instance. 
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'A SON EXCELLENCE AMIEAL RODNEY. 

' Abord de la FUie de Paris, 
' 16 Mars, 1782. 

* Pendant le si^ge de St. Christophe une cha- 
' loupe du bord que conimande le Lord Robert 

* Manners fiit enderiv^e, et le Contre-Amiral 

* Hood me manda, que ce Lord d^siroit que 

* sa chaloupe lui fAt rendue. Je me pr^tai k 
' son d^sir, et ayant envoy^ k St. Eustache, 

* ok elle s'^toit r^fiigi^e, j'ai appria qu'elle 

* ayoit coul6 bas, mais que I'^uip:^, et les 
' officiers qui y ^toieut, s'^toient tous sauv^s, 
' Je les fis venir, et comme la petite corvette 
' le Cornwallis ^toit en route pour les porter 
' a bord de ce Contre-Amiral, il appareilla, 
' pendant la nuit, et ne laissa que son h6pital 
' poiu- lequel il m'avoit demand^ un sauf-con- 
' duit. Esclave de ma parole, je remis les 
' officiers et I'^quipage k bord du dit hdpital, 
' mais quoque j'ai joint k ma lettre une copie 
' d'une lettre de change que Ton a tir6 sur le 
' Lord Manners, pour d^penser de ses offi- 
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* ciers et matelots, je n'ai plus entendu parler 
' du remboursement. C'est en consequence 

* que je prie votre Excellence de permettre 

* que la Goelette I'Utile, eommand^e par M. 

* Lambert, lieut. de frigate, vous pr^sente 
' cette lettre, afin qu'elle soit acquitt^e, et 
' que cet officier me raporte la somme avan- 
' eke en remettant la lettre de change. 

* Si Milord Manners n'^toit plus soua le 
' paviUon de votre Excellence, elle Toudra 
' bien donner des ordres pour que cette lettre 
' de change soit acquitt^e ou par quelque ami, 
' on par le tr^sorier. 

' J'ai appris avec .quelque surprise que deux 

* parlementaires d^pteh^s de Demeraiy, pris 
' par M. de Kersaint, avoient ktk forces de ne 
' pas suivre les ordres que j'aTois donn^ ^ cet 

* officier, et qu'au lieu de les laisser venir k la 

* Martinique, on les avoit forc6 par une fr^- 

* gale d'escorte d'aller k la Grenade. J'ose 
' esp6rer que ce sera la demi^re fois que cela 

* arriyera, cela ^tant contraire aux accords 
' faites avec le Contra- Amiral Hood, et rati- 

* fi^s derniferement par votre Excellence. Je 

* la prie de donner des ordres en consequence. 
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' J'ai I'honneur d'etre, avec la plus haute 
' consideration, de votre Excellence, 
• MonBieur, 
' Le tr^ humble, &c. &g. &e.* 



The grand scene of Sir (5eorge Rodney's 
glory was now fast approaching, when he was 
not only to crush and annihilate the mighty 
projects of the coalesced powers of France, 
Spain, &c., &c., but to triumph over the malice 
of his enemies at home, who, although they 
succeeded in depriving him of his command, 
could not rob him of his popularity, nor of 
his renown, the former of which he enjoyed, 
and was his consolation to the last hoiu* of his 
existence; and the latter of which is inscribed, 
and will endure, in the annals of his country, 
until she shall be blotted irom the list of na- 
tions. 

The French fleet at this time assembled in 
Fort Royal Bay, Martinique, consisted of 
thirty-three sail of the line, and two ships of 
fifty guns, and in this fleet were embarked a 
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lai^e body of troops, viz. €400 men, accom- 
panied with a train of heavy cannon, and 
every other requisite for accomplishii^ the 
reduction of an ielEind of such importance as 
Jamaica. In forming an idea of the number 
of ships and vessels which composed this 
fleet, the artillery and ammunition vessels, 
those destined to carry the baggage and tent 
equipage, and the trade for Hispaniola, are 
to be reckoned, forming all together a very 
large convoy. 
The design of the Comte de Grasse* was 

■ ' With this great force it seemed to be the French Admiral's 
' intention to re&ch the harbour of Cape Franfoia without hazaid- 
' ing an action with a mpenor fleet. For this pm^ae, after 
' leaving Martinique, he kept to windward, steering cloae to the 
■ island of Dominique ; and it appeared that he intended to con- 
< tinue his course near the islands, keeping his eonvojr between 
' the ships and the shore. He might be encouraged to hope that 
* he would be successAil in avoiding an action, as he had on a 
' former occasion completed the conquest of Tobago, notwith' 
' Btandiog the presence of the British naval force, and as he well 
' tuiew the difficulty of bringing on a battle with a great fleet 
' incUned to avoid it. 

* But the prospect of advantage which presented itself to the 
' French AdmiraJ on the 9th, was the occasion of his def^ on the 
' 12th, It was the iqjparent opportunity of diaabling the van of 
' the Btitish fleet, whilst the centre and nat were beoahned, which 
' the Count de Grasse had not sufficient prudence to resist, and 
' this fixed his ihte, and that of the expedition. 

■ Had he uniformly declined coming to action, and kept his 
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to proceed with all the diligence in his 
power to Hispaniola, where he was to join 
the forces under the Spanish Admiral, and 
whose united strength would have been so 
superior as to have bid defiance to any ex- 
ertions of the British Admiral, whose situ-. 
ation was now full of dai^er and intense 
anxiety. Not only did the preservation of 
Jamaica, and the other West Indian islands, 
depend upon the successful exertion of the 
fleet under his command, but the interest of 
the British empire demanded that the enemy 
should be defeated, as nothing but the 
most colnplete and decisive victory could 
prevent the nation from falling into that de- 
gradation with which she was threatened. 
Not only were her power and pre-eminence at 
stake, but her existence as an independent 
nation, which she had to defend against 
enemies who were actuated by every motive 
of policy, ambition, and resentment. A most 

' fleet in the best positions for defending his convoy, and for 
' repelling the attacks which the British might have made upon 

• him, it is imposwble to say what the consequences might not 
' have been of a junction vrith the Spaniaids, which, in that 

• event, he might posubly have been able to effect.' — Bbatsow's 
liaeoi and Military MemotT*. 
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important crisis therefore was now approach- 
ing, and at no period of our history did there 
ever depend so much upon the issue of a naval 
combat. 

The subjoined account of the operations of 
the British fleet, from the 8th to the 12th of 
April, is extracted from Sir Gilbert Blane's 
Select Diatertatiom on Su^ects of Medical Science, 
a work replete with interest and information*. 
The concluding narrative of the great battle 
of the 12th, written by the friend and com- 
panion of the Admiral, and who was by his 
side during the greater part of that glorious 
day, is an invaluable document. Upon its 
accuracy the most perfect reliance may be 
placed, for it is not the reminiscence of youth 
or childhood, but the testimony of an acute, 
intelligent, and observing man, whose mental 
powers were at that period in their utmost 
vigour. 

' On the morning of the 8th of April, a 
* signal was made through a chain of frigatest 
■ stationed between St. Lucie and Marti- 

• Tlus volume abounds in practical obBCTYBtiona, wdl worthy 
of the attention of all naval and military officers, 
f ' Cai^ein Byron, of the Andromache, an active, briak, and 
Vol,. II. Q 
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' nique, that the enemy's fleet had unmoored, 
' and were proceeding to sea. Upon this the 
' British fleet, at that moment in complete 

* readiness, took up their anchors, and in 
' little more than two hours were all under 
' weigh, standing towards the enemy with all 

* the sail they could crowd. It was the 
' decided policy of the French commander 
' not on any account to hazard a battle, the 
■* sole object of the expedition being that of 

* joining a large sea and land force of the 
' Spaniards then waiting at Cape Francis, 
' in order to proceed against Jamaica with 

* their joint armament, amounting to the 

* orefwhelming force of near fifty ships 
' of the line, and twenty thomand Imid 
' troops*. 

* intelligent officer, watched their motions with such attention, 
' that on the 8th instant, at day-light, he made the sigiul of the 

* enemy's coming out, &c. &e. Sec' — Vide Sir Q. Rodney's 
deipaiek, 14 tA April. 

* When the kccount of the pn^oiinarieg of peace urived in the 
West Indies, the Marquia de BouiU£, the Governor of Sfartiniqae, 
heretofore our determined enemy, and whose name is so well 
known in the history of the French rerolution, dined with Admiral 
Pigot one day in Groa lalet Bay, and in the frankness of con- 
versation told us what their plan was, had the war cootiaued. The 
whole naval force of our aUied enemies were to have rendeivoused 
in Constant Bay, Tobago, to the amount of fifty or six^ sail of 
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' This mighty and deep-laid scheme, so hoe- 
' tile to the best interests of the British nation, 

* t»>uld no otherwise be disconcerted than by 

* the discomfiture of the armament now rising 

* into full view. Tn proportion to the mo- 
- mentousness of the object ^ras the anxiety of 
' our Commander-in-chief to overtdte and 

* attack the enemies of his country ; and there 
' has seldom occurred in the history of rival 
' nations an occasion in which higher in- 
' terests or a deeper stake in point of honour 

* were to be contended for, than what pre- 
' Seated itself at this moment. We gained so 

* much upon them, that next morning the 

* VEtn and centre of our fleet, including the 

* flag-ship,^had got within cannon-shot of our 
' enemy's rear, and a sharp cannonade en> 
' su«d, which however proved partial and 
^ indecisive, from the fallii^ of the wind, and 
' from a great part of our fleet being be- 

* calmed under the high lands of Dominique. 

the line, and a proportionate land force, suffident for a smee^niig 
conquest of the whole of our sugar coldnies, from Barbadoes to 
Jimaicat So confidentwere the Spaniards oftheir success in thk 
expedition, that Don Galvez, the officer who was to command it, 
befiM« he wiled from the Hananoh, was addressed in council as 
Qoiienwrqf Jamaica. 

Q2 
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* In the course of the two next days, the 

* enemy, by dint of great efforts, kept far to 
' windward, and would probably have made 
' their escape had they not been brought 

* down on the 11th to save one of their ships 

* which had dropped to leeward, in conse- 

* quence of being crippled by running foul 

* of another ship in the night*. By this 
' casualty, we had the inexpressible pleasure 
' at day-break, on the I2th, to discover that 
' we were in a situation to weather a lai^e 
' part of the enemy's fleet, which was now 

* reduced to thirty ships, two having been so 
' much damaged by the action of the 9th, that 
' they could not resmne their place in the 

* line; and one having been rendered ineffi- 
' cient by the accident above mentioned. . 

' The line of battle was formed in an in- 
' credibly short time, the officers of the fleet 
' having acquired the utmost experience in 
' naval evolutions in the course of the two 
' last years' practice on this station. 

' About half an hour before the engage- 
' ment commenced, at breakfast on board of 

• TheZeW, of serenly-fbur guns, ran foul of the Ville da Paris, 
on the night of the lOtb. 
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'.the Formidable, the company consisting of 
' the Admiral, Sir Charles Douglas, captain 
' of the fleet (an officer whose functions nearly 
' correspond with those of the adjutant-general 

* of an army), Captain Simmons, commander 
' of the ship. Lord Cranstoun, a volunteer 
' post captain, the admiral's secretary, and 
' myself, the conversation naturally turned on 
' the glorious prospects of tlie day ; and Lord 

* Cranstoun remarked, that if our fleet main- 

* tained its present relative position, steering 
' the same course close hauled on the opposite 
' tack to the enemy, we must necessarily pass 
' through their line in running along, and 

* closing with it in action. 

* The Admiral visibly caught the idea, and 
' no doubt decided in his own mind at that 
' moment to attempt a manoeuvre at that time 

* hitherto unpractisedin naval tactics*. It was 
' accordingly practised by him with the most 
' complete success, setting the illustrious ex- 

* ample in the ship which bore his own flag ; 

• Qaery, Did not Sir George Rodney attempt this mansurre 
in his action with De Guichen, on the 1 7th of April, 1780 ? H« 
bn^e entirely through the French line in the Sandwich, but 
not being properly supported by the other ships of his fleet, he 
foiled HI his object of cutting off a portion of the enemy's fleet. 
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' for the si^al for close action being threvn 

* out, and adhered to in letter and spirit for 
' about an hour, and after taking and returning 
' the fire of one half of the French force, under 

* one general blaze and peal of thunder aloi^ 

* both lines, the Formidable broke through 
' that of the enemy. In the act of doing so, 

* we passed within pistol-shot of the Glorieux, 

* of seventy-four guns, which was so roughly 

* handled, that, being shorn of all her masts*, 

* bowsprit, and ensign staff, but with the white 
' flag nailed to the stump of one of the masts, 
' breathing defiance as it were in her last 

* moments, became a motionless hulk, pre- 
' senting a spectacle which struck our 

* 'Thi« was no doubt the &ct of the BVench officers; for though 
ve had proo& of the inferiority of their seamen to ours in point 
of braveiy, the same cannot be said of their commanders, who 
are as high-minded men as any in the world. We fouad mnraig 
the prisoners many persons of distinguished birth. The Glo- 
rieux was commanded by Viscomte d'Escars, of the bouae of 
WUi James, as remarkable for his intrepid courage as fbr his 
rooted hatred to the English name and n^on. On bofudiDg 
her, our officers found that he had been killed in the battle, and 
they were shoim the stains of blood on the gimnel where his 
body nas tlirown overboard. 

' There were among the captive a^atm two of the cel^bntad 
famUy of St, Simon, the Visoomte de Betiiy, and otben.' 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



I.IFB OP LOBD RODNEY- 331 

* Adioipal's fancy aa not unlike tke reKain» 

* of a fallen hero, for being an inde&tigahle 

* reader of Homer, he exclaimed, that noip 
' was to be the contest for the body of Pa- 
' trocluB ; but the contest was already at an 
' end, for the enemy's fleet being separated, 
' fell into confusion, a total rout ensued, and 

* victory was no longer doubtful. 

* It was natural, at first sight, to attribute 

* this success to the numerical superiority of 
' our ships ; but it was computed by Sir 
' Charles Douglas (the most enlightened and 
'scientific naTal officer, with whom I was 
' ever acquainted), that the sum total of <the 

* weight of a broadside of the French fleet 

* exceeded that of the British fleet by four 

* thousand three hundred and ninety-six 
' pounds ; and although the number of our 
' guns exceeded that of theii^ by one hundred 
' and fifty-six, their lower-deck batteries, in 

* ships of seventy-four guns and upwards, 
' consist of thirty-six poimders, which, ac- 
' cording to the diflierence of the pound of 
' the two nations, are equal to our forty-two 
' pounders, and gave the enemy the above-. 

* mentioned preponderance of metal on the 
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* whole amount. The difference in the numher 
' of men was still more considerable ; for be- 

* sides that the French have a much greater 

* complement of men to the same tonnage, 

* they had the assistance of a lat^e body of 

* land forces. 

* The only cause, therefore, that can be 
' assigned for British superiority in this and 
' in many other naval encounters, can be no 

* other than the closeness of the action — an 
' advantage, however, which, being mutual 
' and equal, can he available only to that 
' party which possesses the moral pre-emi- 

* nence of undaunted courage, and the 
' consequent physical superiority of a better 
' sustained fire ; and this was never more fully 
' exemplified and proved than in the present 
' instance. 

* In breaking the line, the Formidable 
' passed so near the Glorieux, that I could 

* see the cannoniers throwing away their 

* sponges and handspikes in order to save 
' themselves by running below, while our guns 
' were served with the utmost animation. 

* Another advantage of close fight is, that 
' more of the shot tell in this situation, though 
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' they are much less deBtructive both to ships 

* and men ; unless, according to the recom- 
' mendatiou of Robins, a smaller chaise of 

* powder should be used in close action. 

* Distant shot, in consequence of their mo- 

* mentum being spent, make large chasms in 
' a ship's side, shivering whole planks, and 
' causing innumerable splinters, more de- 
' structive to men than the ball itself; whereas 
' a close shot cuts so clear, that it makes an 

* orifice even less than its own diameter, and 

* without producing splinters. The average 

* proportion of wounded to killed is about 

* thiree to one ; but this ratio will vary ac- 
' cording to the distance and the chaise of 
' powder *.' 

■* It 19 remarkable that at the battle of Navarino, or the soth 

* October, 1827, the proportion of wovmded to killed was consider' 
' ably less' in the British than in the ships of the two allied powers. 
' They stand in the Gazette as follows : 

' In the British ships, 73 killed, 90 wounded. 
•IntheFVeneh . . 43 ditto 144 ditto. 
' In the Russian . . 50 ditto 137 ditto. 
' This can be no otherwise accounted for than by the greater 
' projdmity of the British to the enemy.'— £y Sir Q. Blaru. 
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In addition to the above aecount, the Editor 
cannot forbear inserting an extract of a pri- 
vate letter written by the same gentleman, on 
the 22d of April, 1781i, giving a more copious 
and interestii^ detail of the incidents which 
ocomred in this memorable battle, than has 
ever yet been presented to the public. 

' TO LORD DALRYMPLE, BRITISH MINISTER 
' AT THE COURT OF WARSAW. 

* FbrtnidMe, «t Sea, abreast of Porto BJco. 
' April 22d, 1782. 

' Immediately after cutting the French line, 
' Sir George Rodney made the sigi^al for the 
' van to tack, and gain the wind of the enemy j 
' which was accordingly done. The action 

* during the r«jt of the day was partial and 
' desi^ltory, tl^e enemy never being able to 
' form, and several of the ships being obliged 

* to lie by and repair their damages. 

* As the signal for the line was now hauled 

* down, every ship annoyed the enemy as their 

* respective commanders judged best, and the 
' French struck their colours in succession, to 
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* the number I have mentioBed. Though the 

* victory waa decided ia the moment at which 

* the Formidable broke the French line, the 

* effect of it on the spirits of the fieet was not 
' complete till the Ville de Paris struck her 
' colours. The thrill of extacy that pene- 
' trated every British bosom in the triumphant 
' moment of her surrender is not to be de- 
' scribed. 

' The loss upon our side, in both days, has 
' been two hundred and sixty-one killed, and 
' e^ht hundred and thirty-seven wounded. 

* One of the great advantages of the day was, 

* that all our ships were pretty equally eu- 
' gaged, so that the enemy suffered more or 
'■ less from each ship, and none of ours was 

* totally disabled, the whole being so disposed 
' that each was ready to second and take off 
' the fire irom the other. This indeed . has, I 
' believe, without dispute, been the most re- 
' gular sea fight, upon a great scale, that 
' history records ; and the steady invariable 
' winds of this climate are particularly favour- 
' able to such a rencouater. 

' If sup^or beings make a sport of the 
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' quarrels of mortals, they could not hSve 
' chosen a better theatre for this grand and 

* magnificent exhibition, nor could they ever 
' have better entertainment, than this day 
' afforded. 

' The carnage on board the prizes is dread- 

* ful, and the damages of the enemy are in 

* every r^pect greater than ours. By the 
' best accounts that could be obtained, the 

* Ville de Paris had near three hundred men 
' killed and wounded. I see the marks of 

* innumerable shot in her sides, and many 
' have entered in a raking direction ; and her 
' rigging is so torn, that she has neither a sail 
' left, nor mast fit to carry a sail, so that, 

' being unable to keep up with her friends in ' 
' their flight, and fallii^ now into the middle 
' of our fleet, the Comte de Grasse had done 

* all that honour required, and was sufficiently 
' justified in striking his flag. 

' The Glorieux, when boarded, presented a. 
' scene of complete horror. The numbiers 
' killed were so great, that the surviving, 
' either from want of leisure, or through 

* dismay, had not thrown the bodies of the 
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' killed oTerboard, so that the decks were 

* covered with the blood and mangled limbs 

* of the dead, as well as the wounded and 

* dying, now forlorn and helpless in their 



' You know, my Lord, it has very generally 
' be^i the fashion of late, among the more 
' enlightened, but whom I would call the 
' more sceptical Englishmen, to ridicule, as . 

* a vulgar and groundless prejudice, the 
' opinion of our being superior to our neigh- 
' hours in naval skill and courage ; and of 

* this I was more than half persuaded myself. 
' I requested permission of my friend and 

* patron, the Admiral, to allow me to be at 

* his side on this as well as on former 

* occasions, one of my reasons for which was, 
' that I have known officers* wounded on the 
' quarter-deck, who have died from loss of 
' blood for wBnt of assistance ; and though I 

* was not bred to sui^ry, I know how to stop 

* ' Captain Bayne, of the Alfred, lulled in the ttction of tbe 9th 
' of April, vta thou^t to have expired by an hcemorrhage from the 
' leg, which took place while he was carried to the eockint, so that 
' the timely application of a. tourniquet might have saved the 
' valuable Ufa of tM excellent officer.'— '^V Sir O. Biatu. 
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^ the bleeding of a limb by means of iDBtrli*^ 
' ments which I carried ia my pocket. 

' I can aver, tfa^^fore, from my own ob- 
' serration, that French fire slackens as tre 
' approach, and is totally silent vhea we 
' are close alongside. I glory, therefore, ia 
' this victory, not only for the immediate 
' beneficial consequences it must have on our 

* political interests, but as it serres to retrieve 
' the national character, and makes us feel 
' ourselves once mwe the masters of the 
' ocean. 

' The French, from, a spirit of speculative 
' system, surpass us p^haps in the art of 
' signals and tactics, ^d, by applying the 
' principles of science to naval architecture, 
' excel us in ship-bmlding, but practical 
' seamanship is not suited to their genius. 
' Their ships of war are neither disciplined, 
' commodious, nor even decent ; and when 
' the personal exertion and presence of nund, 
' necessary in close action, come to be called 

* ibr, I apprehend they are then at a loss. It 

* ought not to be concealed, however, (except 
' £rom our enemies) ^at we had at this time 
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* an advantage over them which we never 
' enjoyed before — I mean the mechanical 
' improvement in working artillery, invented 
' and introduced by Sir Charles Douglas, who 
' on this day acted as first captain to the 
' Commander-in-chief. 

' In these two actions of the 9th and 12th, 
' we lost two officers of great reputation — 
' Captain Bayne, of the Alfred, and Captain 
' Blair, of the Anson. The gallant and 

* amiable Lord Robert Manners, captain of 
' the Resolution, lost his leg, and had his 

* arm broke. He is gone to England in the 
' frigate which carries the despatches*. 

' In the ensuing night we were not favoured 

* with moonl^ht, as in the action with the 
' Spanish fleet, two yeaj^ before ; so that, if 
' the pursuit had been continued, our ships, 

• This young nobleman conmuuided the Resolution of lerenty- 
fouT guns, and tost his leg, besides receiving a mound in his arm 
and breait from a splinter. He unfortunately died of locked 
jan on his passage to En^and; uid though he shai«d a fate to be 
envied b; ereiy lover of true &me, his loss can never be enough 
depltxed by bis country and fiieads, having been fbrmed by his 
great virtues and accomi^shmcnts, jcdned to the lustre of hin 
rank, to hold out an example of all that was good and great as a 
man and as an officer. He died at the age of twenty-tbur. His 
lUt .w» uaefal, and his death ^<Hious. 
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' in the darkness and confusion of the n^ht, 
' would have been in danger of firing idto 
' each other. Owing to this cause, as well as 
' the want of repairs, the incumbrance of 
' prizes, the calms which prevailed for some 
' days afterwards, and the knowledge of a 

* Spanish fleet to leeward, our fleet remuned 
' near the scene of action till the 17th, when 
' Sir Samuel Hood was sent a-head with his 
' division, and joined us to-day with the 
' Jason and Caton, French ships of sixty- 
' four guns, a frigate, and a sloop of war, 
' which he took on- the 20th. The two ships 
' of the line had been disabled in the action 
' of the 9th, and, after repairing at Quada- 
' loupe, were proceedir^ to join the rest of 
' the fleet to leeward, without knowing of 
' their defeat. 

' The greater part of our fleet is proceeding 
'to Jamaica, and we are now in sight of> 

* Hispaniola. The prizes are so disabled, 
' that all but one have been obliged to be 
' taken in tow by, our men-of-war, which 
' renders our progress slow. 

' By this defeat of the enemy, all our colo- 
' nies are in safety for this season, for Ihe 
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' 'French hare drained their. Caribbee islands 
' of all the troops they can Bpare, to the ' 
' number of 5400, 'who were on board their 

* ships of war, together with every imploaent 
*fora great siege, and were certainly - des- 

* tined to act against Jamaica, in conjunction 
'with a great sea and land force of the Spa- 
' niards, which arriyed some weeks ago - at 

* St. Domingo, from the Havannah. Our 
' Tictoiy, as well as our immediate presence 
' at Jamaica, will effectually render this 
' combined annament abortive. 

' After the surr^ider of the Ville de Paris, 

* the Admiral sent Lord Cranstoun, one of Ae 
' captains of the Formidable, on board of 

* that ship, to beg the Comte de Grasse to 
' remain there at his ease, if he chose. He 
' came voluntarily on board the Formidable 
' next morning, and remained there for two 
' days, during which time I had a great deal 
' of conversation with him and his officers. 

* Sir Charles Doi^las did me the honour to 
' introduce me to him thus: — " Oegt le me- 
' " decin de tios armees navides, qui est presqut 
'■*' assez habile pour faire remtre les morts ;" to 
' which the Count, humouring the badinage, 

Vol. II. R 
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f He be^zs kis rev^ree ef fortiinQ wi^ ^(ffif-' 
t oimity, ponseiouB, fis I}^ says, t^af l)^^ ^ 
( ddne his fluty, find { found him y&y S0^l^ 

* aad p^aaunicatiTe. { told l)i)n that 4^e 
^ f»e6pl9 of !^Dglaiid ^ad b^gun to 4^Pfi? pf 
' tfa^ safety of Jamaica, fearing that he was 
' to completo his career of success ^y takj^ifg 
' it. B@ saiij he wpulil have dopQ §o, hficL {^s 
' Gffait kept their word, by pending him tw^va 
' ships of the line in Norember, as they ^• 
' mised. Matt not miniitres ant si retof^fis, et «t 
' renardit, guej'ai matique man &mp, comm^ 9iw# 

* ee^a. He aitributes his mi^fortu^e, b§| te 
' the inferiority of his force, but t^ the b«#e 
' deswtion of his officers i& die other ships, 

* to whom he made the s^nal to rally, i).iid 

* eren hailed them to abide by hin), but was 

* abaad^ed. ' They all blame B — ^n — r-pe 

* IK particular, whom they ca^upt hear m^p 

* tiflned with patience ; and they rej^r^mt 
' him as a mere chaiiatan, who, by a kngw- 
' ledge of the world a&d a plausibili^ <^ 
' topgoe, has persuaded stHue favourites of 
' die Cmirt that he is a man of tal^ats, d|9^h 
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' ifit^oiit 4 grain either of spirit or piofes- 
i pipn^ ability. We ^ow, from woAil e«pe^ 
S rience, the rainous effects of party divisions 

* in ffor own navy, iq consequence of an un- 
f success^ engagement ; and it is probaMe 

* diat this naay create dissensions in that of 

* France aa destructiTe as our victory. 

* The following is a list of the French ships 
! taken or destroyed : — 

* 31ie Ville de Puis, of IDS guns, larger than any of our Dnt- 

* Ettei, and the finest national tn^hf e?er von il lea, iv g0Od 
' repair, and coj^per-bottomed*. 

' The Glorieux, of 74 guns, a prime ship, and the ftuteit laila- 
! {n the I)«ieh ii%T]r, poppeted. 
' The CKsar, of 74 guns, coppered. 
' The Hector, of 74 guns, an old ship. 
' The Ardent t, of 64 guns, TCtoken; tfaa o^ Britifh •h^vftlu 

* Ijne l#ft to tlie eq^niy this ^ar. 

' The Caton and Jason -«■, of 64 gun*. 
' Tba Annille, of 33 gunt. 

* 'The Cent, of IS guns, retaken. 

' 4 sliip of the line, called the Zodiac, is si^iposed to tM luqk; 

* but of Uiis me have no certunty. 

* This ship was a preMnt given by the cdty of Paris to Louis 
tile Fifieenth towards the close of the late war. In compliment 
Uf the donors, tiie King of France named her the ViUe 4^ Pfril. 
No pains or expense were spared to render the gift worthy of that 
grett city, oad of the monarch to whom it was presented. She ia 
tDpoited to )iave cost 1 76,000/. in building and fitting her for sea. 

f On the aitiTal of th^se two ships, the Ardent and JwpQ, ip 
Kni^and, tiie former was named the Tiger, and the latter the 
Aigosaut. 

R 2 
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* The fate of the Csesar has been truly piti- 
' able. The night of the action, soon after 

* dark, she took fire, by an English marine 
' carrying a candle below in search of liquor, 
' and a cask of spirits catching fire, the flames 
' spread so fast, that they could not be extin- 

* guished. After burning for some time, till 
' the fire reached the powder magazine, the 

* ship blew up — the second , horrid spectacle 
' of this kind to which I have been witness, 

* having also seen the explosion of the St. 

* Domingo, a Spanish ship of the line, in the 
' action off Cape St. Vincent, two years be- 
fore. The French captain, who had been 

' severely wounded, the English officer who 
' boarded her, tt^ether with the greater part 
' of the men on board, both British , and 
' French, perished. Some saved themselves 
' before the explosion ; others, who survived 
' it, and clung to parts of the wreck, were 
'most of them either overwhelmed in the 

* waves, or miserably scorched with the 
' flames ; and those who attempted to save 
' them relate, that they saw a spectacle too 

* horrid to describe — the men who clung to 
' the wreck torn oflf by the voracious sharks, 
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'^whieh always swarm in these seas after an 
'- engagement, and were not yet glutted with 
'the carnage of the preceding day. 

' One would wish to pass oTfer these horrors 
' in silence — not wantonly to wound the feel- 
''■ ings of the tender-hearted part of mankind ; 

* but I wish I had the eloquence of Tully, to 
' set them in such a true and forcible light as 
' to melt the rulers of the earth, and to make 

* statesmen consider well what they are doing 
'when they involve their fellow-creatures in 
•war. 

* We have endeavoured to form some con- 

* jectures of the loss of the enemy in men; 
' and from the Aala we now have, we suppose 
' there cannot be less than 14,000 taken, 
' killed, and otherwise Aors de combat. The 
' ordinary complements of their ships are 
' considerably greater than ours, and the 
' troops' with whom they were crowded at this 
' time made the slaughter the greater. The: 
' Ville de Paris had on board in all about 
' 1300 men, and the other ships in proportion. 

'It was with difficulty we could make the 
' French officers believe" that the returns of 
' killed and wounded, made by our ships, to 
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* the Admiral, were true ; and imb of tfami 

* flatly contradicted me^ saying wb sAlrAfS 
' gave the world a false account of our lose. 
' I then walked with hiin Over the declu of 
*^the Formidable, and bid him reihai& wh^t 
f nmnber of shot-holes there werfe, and alsd 
t fatfw little her rigging had snared, ^d 
' asked if that degree of damage waB lik«l^ 
' to be connected with thfe loss of morfe thaii 

* fourteen men, which was our number killed, 

* and the greatest number of imy in the flieet, 

* except the Royal Oak and Monarch^ HA 
' was Tisibly mortiited to see how little 6ur 
^ ship had suffered, and tiien owned^ thbt toUt 
' fire must hare been mulch bett^ kept Up, 

* and directed, than theirs*. 

' ^The Comte de Gradse said they wei% 4 
' hundred years beUmd us^ and added, ibxA. 



* This maj flftpesr the more siKprinn^, ts the R^endi hive 
on board of their ships a corps independent of their seamen, called 
a^nonien, or arijllery-inen ; but at the point-blank distwice at 
Mueh ships ought to fi^t, rety fittle science is neeemiT, AnH 
the manual part of it, cansisting chiefly in hauling in concert* 
resembles so much the common occupation of seamen, that there 
fteems no occasion for makit^ a separate profession 6f it ; and 
•along with their mechanical expertness, thejr possess all the 
intrepidity which Ihey acquire by perpetual habit* of danger, in 
Mn^Mitig the elements. 
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* .v«i« W^ ndt toemies, he should h&Ve heen 
^ charmed with the superior diMipUtte, taaAt^ 
! befti, and order, that prevailed in our ships 

* of war. 

' Should the epemy afford as a few more 

* such opportunities, I hope, my Lord, we 
' shall yet be a people, in spite of all our late 
^humiliations. 

' ' The scale is indeed already bo hi tUraAd 
^ in our favoUr, that France can no ihore cap€ 

* with ns in this war, as a maritime power, 
' even assisted, as they are, by the other twtf 
' greatest haval powers of Europe. Of ikis 

* your Lordship may assure your brothei'- 
^ ministen, So as to imprest tiiem with a tticM 
' ftTourable Opinion of our afihirs, and put- 

/' hapfl to procure us some good alliance. 

'I hate the hontiur Id M, 
' &6. Sc. &e.' 
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Tile foHoWing vety important Aocvta^iA ' 
was f<crimd among I:<<»d Rodhey'a papers^'iii 
lis Lordship's own hand-wiiting. It % 
entitled 

' Reatom for not pursuing the Emi^ after thf' 
' mctoty^ 

* l8t. The length of the battle was sudh 
'as to cripple the greatest part of the T*an 

* and centre, and some shipsof- the rear, that 
'to have pursued all night would hareb^tin 

* highly improper, as the prisoners on boEinl 
' the prizes could not have been Bhifted," and 
' thbse, with the much-crippled ships of the 
'-British fleet, might have been exposed to a 
*- recapture, as the night was extremely dftlrkj 
' and the enemy going off in a close ^ noo* 
' nected body, might have defeated, by rota* 
' tion, the ships that had come up with them, 
' Emd thereby exp(»ed the British fleet, aiter 
' a victory, to a defeat ; more especially af 

* some of the British fleet were di^ersed^ 

' and at a very considerable distance from ' 
' each other ; and I had reason to c4HioIude 

* that they would hare done more damage to 
'each other than to the enemy, duiiog a' 
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* pi^ti a(iti<Hi,.a«d considering the very greet 

* £^tigu&.tlie>[ ^ad-undei^ne during the battle 
' csfiK whole day. 

' If I had inconsiderately bore away in the = 
' night, and left the two ninety-gun ships, the 

* Ihirice Geoi^ and Duke, and several others 

* greatly damaged, with the Ville de Paris, 
' aqd- the captured ships, without shifting the 

* pri^oit^^, the enemy, who went off in a 
' 1)0% of twenty-six ships of the line, might, 
' by cohering two or thr^ of their best-sailing 
' i?hips, w frills to hajre shown lights at 

* times, and by changing their course, hwi^ 

* induced the British fleet to ha^s followed 
' tb^va^ while the main of theu: fleet, by 
' lading., their lights, might have hauled thm 
' wind, and have been far to windward before 
' daylight, and intercepted the captured 

* ^pB, and the most crippled ships of die 
' English;: as likewise have had it in their 
' power, while the British fleet had during 

* the night gone far to leeward, and thereby 
' rendered themselves incapable of gaining 
' iheir station to windward, to have anchored 
'in their own ports, ' and from thence have 
'xcmquered the British islands of Ant%uai 
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^ Barbadoes, and BU Liieie^ while the B^tieh ' 

*- fleet must, from the dunages th^ had re- I 

* ceived, have repaired to Jantaica^ as &e ! 

* condition of all theii* maats would hot have i 
' penuitted their return to St. Lnbie ; and 

' though Jamaicft might have been saved, the 

VWihdirard Inlands might have been liost.' I 



I 



' fe liABt ItbDiikT. { 

' At eni off Gu«dalaiip«, ' 

' April ISth. 1782. 

* ThR lettei^ to my dear girls vill inform ydu 

* of my course to endeavour to intercept the 
' Fr^ieh convoy ; and though tA^ escaped me) 
^ I have the pleasure to acquaint yout that 

* &6y bare now paid for all the icsultd Fnulte 
f htts offered Bngland. 

' Oil the 8Ui inetaitt Monsieur CoralB At 

* Grtose with the Fr^eh fleet put "fee s^ I 
' inetently followed and ovotook them atd^^ 
' light the next Bi(»ruing, under the islimd of 

* .DoBuuiqtLe. Tb.% otijnb ted baffling wiBdit 
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"IUIiIot diat teliind hftd nearly prored fiitftl td 
' Eagltuid : the Fntich fleet of thirty-three 
' Hail of the line had the breeze first, my van 
' divisim some littie time after, and, what ires 
^ proToking, bat myself Trith half my division 

* iconld follow Sir Samuel Hood. The action 

* instantly began; and continued with inter- 
' Ttds the greatest paH of the day, when td 

* their mortification sixteen ships bf Iny rear 

* were becalmed under Dominique, and were 
' only spectators of the battle. Had the 

* French fleet come down as they ought, in 

* all probability half my fleet would have 
' sufi^ered extremely ; but they, as usual, kept 
' at an awfal distance, and only made a can- 

* Gonads, in which, however, tiiey did us con- 

* siderable daniage in our masts and rigging, 

* add I lost my best lieutenant and fifteen 

* hien killed and wounded; and one of my 

* braVe captuna killed — Captain Bayne^ of thfe 

* Alfred. The eneiny after this afiair ktpt ib 
.' iraidward at a great distance, as several of 
.' thw ships Wete pretty w^ handled, and 
.' had received nio nnall damage-. 

' I «rd««d my fleet to lie toi hot todly to 

* tcpeor our d6iia^ bnl likewisfe to dsc^Ve 
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' the' enemy, and m^^e them think that Ivras 
' Tiriwining, or in no condition^ to attack tiiem 
' again. This had its efiect, and they proved 
' not so attentive as they ought ; and upon my 

* making the signal' for the whole British fleet 

* to' chase to windward for the whole day, in 

* the afternoon we perceived two of their 
'■crippled ships far fi^m the rest, and I 
' thought they might be cut off. With this 
' view I ordered the whole fleet to give chase 
' again, and several of my ships were near the 
' enemy in the evening, who made signals of 
•'distress to their friends, who were so far to 
^ windward, it was impossible for me to attack 
< them. 

* The distress of their friends brou^t the 
' Comte de Grrasse down to their assistance. 
' This obliged me to recall my ships, which 

* were in danger of being overpowered ' by 

* numbers. This, however, brought the French 
' fleet near to me ; and by making a signal 
' after it was dark that it was my intention to 
' make a press of sail all night, and stand to 
' the southward, which was from the French, 
' and tacking at two in the morning, at day 

' light oh the 12th instant I had the happi 
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,'^paa to perceive that my mapceuTrre had mc- 

* ceeded, and that we had gained the wind, of 
.' the enemy, and instantly made the signal to 
' attack. t}iem. 

. ' The battle began at seven in the morning, 

* and continued UU sunset, nearly eleven hours ; 
' and by persons appointed to observe, there 

* never was seven minutes' respite during the 
' engagement, .which, I believe, was the ae- 
' verest that ever was fought at sea, and. the 
' most glorious for England. We have taken 
' five, and sunk another. Among the. prizes 
' the Ville de Paris, and the French admiral, 
'grace our victory. . . . „■ 

' Comte de Grasse, who is at this moment 
' sittings in my stem gallery, tells me tljat he 
' thought his fleet superior to mine, and does 

* so still, though I had two more in number; 
' and I am of his opinion, as hiswascom- 
' posed all of large ships, and ten of mine only 
' siy ty-fours. , 

' I am of opinion that the French will not 
'face uB again thi^ 'war, for the ships which 

* have escaped are so shattered, and their loss 

* of men.fio great, that I am sure they will 
' not be able to repair or replace either in thie 
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,*Wmi Indies «. Had it net beeif iartUs 
f fortunate event, Juuica had been gone: I 

* shall instantly go, or send succqura theie. 

* I hope this joyful news will rwse the 
^ spirits at home, and I do not donbt but you 

* will meet with a gracious reception at St. 
^ James's : do not forget to go. Adieu. I have 

* had no sleep these four nights, and am at 
f this moment looking out for their shatt^ed 
' ^eet, though mine has suiiBTed not a little. 



f TlMuiiwelcotiMnainofUMdefMtDfDeGiuMWBsnnind 
by the PVench Idog with gteat finnneH and magaufiiai^ As- 
sembling his council, * We must not suffer ourselTes,' said the 
monafch, ' to be cast down by this Srst reverse. We ongU on 
' the contiaiy to redouble our lea], and repair the ppifsequeoces 

* of it. Monsieur de Castries, pve orders for the speedy constni^ 

* tion of tvelve more shipi. I shall take care that the brave men 
' who fell in the battle shall be replaced. I do not intend, botrere', 
' that the surplus of the expenses of this augmentation shall b)l 
' upon my people ; I will sooner [dedge my jewels to simply it 
: X>«t thim go to work immediately in the dookyardi ; I will take 
' CBM that moit^ shall not be wantiiig. Kly enemies are mirtaltai 
< if they rely on this success to rise in their demands. Monaeur 
' de Vergennes, you know that I will nuke no alteratiop in the 
' conditioDi on vtua^ I haie residved to aatabliah peace, i wiU 
' have the honour of my arms repaired.' 

' Would to God,' cried the monarch, irinlst some of the council 
vere lamenting the kws of the stups, ' would to Ood 4u|t we had 
' lost nothing more than these ships 1 That loss is eanly rq||tfed 
' by money and laboor, but who shall restota tboie bmve niloia 
! ttet b»T« iKlTiiced ttieir )iv«9 in my wviee r 
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It » odd, bqt witbiB two little yean I -bare 
t^^n two SpfuUshy Qoe French, and one 
Dutch admiral, FroTidencB does it all, or 
)iow ahtnUd I escape the shot of thirty-three 
1^1 pf the Jiqe, every one of which, I belicrre, 
S^t^Miked mel but the Formidable prored 
herself vorthy of her name. 

' John wasnot with me ; he had sprung his 
bowsprit, and was at Barbadoes. I am ex- 
tremely sorry ion it, ftir if he lives a hundred 
years he never may have such another 
jE^portuuity. 

' My best love to my deu: girls, and 

' Believe me, &c. &c. &«.' 



' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' fitmid^, ft Mft, 
' April Uih, 1761. 

f |t lias pl^iase^ GpA, out of hie Pi^fn^ Pk»- 

* vidence, to gr^nt to bis Majesty's arms a 
f mos( (jQg^plete victory pyer the fleet of his 

* ^enjy, commtui4ed by Cpiint de Grai^^, 
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' yrho is himself captured, witii Ae ViH«ide 

' Pam, and four other ships of hib 4eM:,' 

'. besides one sunk in the action. ' ' ' 

' This important Tictory was obtained on 

* the 12th instant, after a battle vMc^ htMed 
' with unremitting " fiiry, from seven ln--tfie 
' morning tilt half-past six in the ' ereni&g,' 
' when the setting sun put em end to tke 

* contest. ' ' 

* Both fleets have greatly snffisred ; Imt it 

* is^th the highest satisfaction I vsn luiBur^ 
' their Lordships, that though the nnsts, sails! 
'rigging, and hulU of the British fleet are 
' damaged, yet the loss of men has been but 
' smail, considering the length of the batlie, 
' and the close action they so long sustained, 

* in which both fleets looked upon the honour 
' of their King and country to be most edsen- 
' tially concerned. 

'^The great supply of naval stores latdy 
' arrived in the West Indies, will, I flatter 
'myself, soon repair all the dunages his 
' Majesty's fleet has sustained. 

' 'Hie gallant behaviour of the officM« mmI 
' men of the fleet I have the honour to cbm- 
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^jMUfd, has been such as muBt for ever en- 

* ideftr tltenl to all iov&c& of their King and 

* country, 

-' ' T'bti n^le conduct of my secood in com- 
ViDAnid, Sir Satouel Hood, who in both actioflia 
^jpa.o^t 4M»ispicuously exerted himself, de- 
VlQKods my earnest encomiums. My third 
' in command, Rear-AdmiraL Drake, who 
' with his division led the battle of the 12th, 

* deserves the highest praise ; nor can less be 
v^ven to Ck>mmodore Affleck, for his gallant 
'-beharioiar in Leading the centre diviaioa. 

' My own captain, Sir Charles Douglas*, 
*. merits every thing I can possibly say. His 

* tmremitted diligence and activity greatly 
"eased me in the unavoidable fatigue of the 
'day. 

* {n short, I want words to express how 

* sensible I am of the mehtorioiu conduct 

* oi all the (laptains, officers, and men who 

* had a share in this glorious victory obtained 

* by th^ gallant exertions. 

• It had been asserted by soma persons, that had Sir Charles 
DoUflfts's advice been pursued, more might have been effected in 
this engagement. Sir Charles, when pressed upon, invariably 
rqiSed, ' We had a great deal to do. Sir, and I believe you will 
aDow that vre did a great deal.' 

Vol. it. 8 
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* The enemy's whele army, conristing ©f 
^ 3500 men, were on board their ships of 
' war. The destruction among them inuat b^ 

*■ prodigious, as, for the greatest part of the . 
' action, erery gun told ; and th^ Lordships 
' may judge what havoc must have htw 
' made, when ^e Formidable fired nuT 

* eighty broadsides. 

' Inclosed I have the honour to send for 
' their inspection, the British and French UA6^ 

* of battle, with an account of the killed and 

* wounded, fuid damages sustained by hid 
'. Majesty's fleet*. 

'Lord Cranstoun, who acted ae on« of the 
' captains of the Formidable during both 

* actions, will have tiie honour of ddivwiag 

* these despatches. To him I must - refer 

* &eir Lordships for every minute particular 
' ^ey may wish to know, he being perfsctly 
' master of the whole transaction. 

* That (he British flag may ever floarish 
' in every quarter of the globe, Is the nUMt 

* ardent wish of him, vho has Ui« houoor of 
' being, with great regard, 

' &c. &c kn: 

* For tbe Britiib and lytDch liiiH irfbktQt we AnMO^ 
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' rKdH ADUIIAL TUB COUTB D|: 0RAS8E. 
' ria».d» Parii, AfrO, 1782. . 

* Je suiB Benuble autant que je le dois k 
' tovtes les attentions de votre Excellence, et 
'je suis mortifi^ de ne poavoir tous la d£- 

* peijidie autant que je la ressens. 

' Ma Bant6 a ki& un peu alt^r^e depuis 

* quelqueB jours par un rume et la mauvaise 
' noumtu», mais sous peu de j ours nous serons 

* k m§me de nous reposer, et prendre quri- 

* ques rafraichiflsements et quelques bains 
' ftvant mon depart pour I'Europe, esp^ranf 

* de YOtre Excellence quelle abr^gera mon: 

* B^jour & la JamEuque le plus possible. 

^ J^'ai mille gracoi k rendre k votre Excel- 

* lence de ce qu'elle veut bien me laisser mes 

* effeta, ma vaisselle, et mon argent m'aparte- 
' Uant, conune elle me I'a mand6 ; mais je 
' dois la pr^venir que dans man s^jour k bord 
' du'Fermidable on a mis dans ma chambre 
' avec les quatre barils m'apartenant deux 

* autres, qui contiennent I'ai^ent revenant aux 

* diff^rens etats-majors de I'arm^e navale. 
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' Get argent n'est plus au Roi, et appartient 
' k difflferena particuliers militaries, tant ceux 
' qui spnt .priaoimierB, quede cevx qui ne le 
' sont pas. Je ne pouvois pas rendre compte 
' en mfime temps k voire Excellence que je 

* le fis de celui qui m'appartenoit, et de 
' celui du Roi, parce que ce n'est qu6 5 mon 
?. retour que j'en ai ktk instrait, 

' J'attend les ordres de TOtre Excellence 

* sur ces deux barils, et elle me fera le plaisir 

* de me donner ses ordres afin de les remettre 

* au commandant de la Ville de Paris, si tous 
' dfeirez que je les remettre. 

' Je suis trop sensible k vos bont^s pour 
' mot personellement pour rien exiger de plus, 

* et ce que tous ordonnererez sera ex6cat6 avec 

* la plus grande precision, et la plus grande 
^ franchise. Cest de iquoi je supplie votre 
' Excellence d'etre tr^s conraincu, ainsi que 
' des sentiments ayec lesquels j'ai I'honneur 
' d'etre, de votre Excellence, le trfes huinble, 
' et trfes ob^issant serviteur, 

' COMTE DE GrAS»E.' 
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'TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' Formidable, April 28th, 1782. 

' Since my last despatches of the I4th instant, 

* sent by Lord Cranstoun, I must desire you 

* will be pleased to acquaint their I^rdship^ 
' that the fleet under my command, in their 
' way to reconnoitre the bays of Basseterre 

• ' and St. Eustatius, and to observe whether 

* the enemy's fleet had attempted to shelter 
' themselves in those bays, were becalmed 

* for three days under the island of Guada- 
' loupe^ in which time we were employed in 
,' repairing the shattered condition of the ships 
' under my command *. 

' The moment we had a breeze, I despatched 
' frigates to St. Christopher's and St. Eusta^ 
. ' tins. In the latter road, instead of the vast 
' crowd of ships that used to be anchored, 

* After the action of the 1 2th, serenteen sail of the French 
line^f-battle ships nent to Cape Fninqcas, four to Curefoa, six 
to Guadsloupe, four arrived' at St. Domingo with the trade from 
Martinique, six irere taken, including the two ta][w in the Mona 
pusage, one was sunk, and one blown up. 
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* there were only two small schooners ; at St. 

* Christopher's none but merchant-ships. 

' Being by this conTinc6d that th6 enemy's 

* defeated fleet were gone to leeward, I de- 
' spatched Rear-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood 

* (whose diviaion, having been in the rear on 

* the day of battle, received much less damage 
' than the vtm and centre) to proceed with all 
' the Bail they tiould make to the west end of 

* St. Domingo, in hopes that he might pick 

* np some of the straggling disabled ships of 
' the enemy, and am' now fbllowing myself, 
' with the remainder of the fleet, t6 join them 

* off Cape Tiberon. 

' It is with the greatest satisfaction I can 

* acquaint their Lordships that the enemy's 
' battering cannon, travelling carriages, atid 

* train of artillery, are in the ships captured, 

* which are not only a loss to the enemy, but 
' may be of the greatest service in the Island 
' of Jamaica.' 
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' TO LADY BODNGY. 

' At sea, April 20th, 1782. , 
' Ib case my iriead, George Byron, should 

* fwget to deliver my letters, I write by Mr. 

* Courteuey, who was my first lieutenant in 

* the day of battle, and nephew to my friend, 
' Lord Bute, and Mr. M'Kenzie. Pray be 
' civil to him : he is a very fine young man. 
' I am now olf St. Domingo ; and in a very 

* few days shall be at Jamaica. 

' I hope the good people of England will 

* now be 'pleased, and Opposition hide her 
' head *. I own to you I think that the sort 

* of promise made me will now be performed, 

* and that I shall have a seat in the Upper 

* House. It is the highest ambition a subject 
■ can aspire to, and the greatest honour to 
< any femily. 

' John I have not seen. I left orders for 

* Sofarwas this from bdng the case, that the Opposition had, 
on the 1 9th of March preceding, come into administration, and at 
the moment Sir George nas writing this paragraph, were deter- 
WRing up«8 the )be»iun ot hii recall from tb« scene of his 
tiiumplui, 
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•S'hibii.toi follow; tud-he will- probabljr< redcb 
l1 Januuca before me. 

A: ' Poor Gwatkda aad Dick Winbleton were 
(. Mulled aftOTi they were made my lieuteramts. 

.; April 25th, 

^ / I have now the pleasure to, teH you that 

* we have taken four niore of. the enei^y's 

* men-of-war ; and what adds to my hopes, 
' Sir Samuel Hood left the Warrior in chase 
' of the Astrea, the best frigate belonging to 
' France, -en board of which is the Marquis de 

* Bouill6, the French general, who was to com- 
' nuuid the troops destined to attack Jamaica. 
•J^^we but. take \&ni, the victory would be 

.['.jCpn^let^ iii4eed. Three ships are .n|Ow. in 
l^igl^t. and we arc all in hopes theAstreai is 

* one*. , . . ' 

, ' ,You ipay beliere my fatigues and anxieties 
' have not been trifling. I begip now to.Jfeel 

* the effects, but I hope a few days' quiet, at 

* Grenada will restore me to perfect I^ealtfa. 

J .'Tell my dearest girls they are never out 
-', of my mind ; I see and converse with them 

* In Uu3 hope Sir George was doomed to be disappointed, tba 
AKtnahavingeicBpedfroiii'tlw'Wamorbytuperior sailing. ' 
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!^)h•1I^]^^ Jladiauch wassy attention and my 
*- care of them, that I would not sofier ^eni 
'^tD beia-daaiger ih the battle. They toolt 

* cmie of my wine ia the store-room, and 

* seemed quite refreshed after their fatiguing 

* duty. ■ All the French officers are in love 

* with them,- particularly Count de Grasse. 

* My love atteiids them. Adieu.' 



* TO PHILIP 8TEPHEKS, ESQ. 

' Off Cape Tiberon, 
' April 26th. 1782. ' 

' I am now with the fleet off Cape Tiberon, 

* and. propose leaving Sir Samuel Hood, with 
' twenty-five sail of the line, or as many ships 
'■ as are in a condition to keep the seaj to 
'watch the motions of the enemy at Cape 
' Francois, and shall go myself with the crip-. 
' pled ships to Port Royal, in order to hasten, 

* their refitting, and to take care that no delay 

* be made ; and I flaltter myself I shall find 

* that the Invincible has been hove down, and 

* is by this time ready, and in a condition to 
' proceed with the Jamaica squadron to rein- 
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* fbrbe the fleet I shall leave undiBT SirSundel 
' Hood, that be may send Bucb other thipB b« 

* may be iu need of repair into port, in oi>det- 

* to their being refitted. 

. ' Their Lordships may be assured that &nay 

* despatch poBuble shall be used, that the fl^t 
« may be ^ain in full force, and that nothing 
' shall detain m^ in. port but the absolute 
' necessity of my being personally present, in 
' order to enforce their speedy equipment, to 
' consult with the Governor and Council of 
' the island relative to its defence, should it 
' be attacked-, find to afford every assistance 
' in my power.' 



On Sir" Qeoi^e. Rodney's amval at Ja- 
maica, he was received by the inhabitants of 
that island with every demonstration of re- 
spect and gratitude for their deliverance from 
their ibrAatened invasion, and addresses of 
tiianks and congratulations were immediately 
voted him by the eouncU, magistrates, and 
other functionaries of that extensive colony. 
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' TO. ADMIRAL SI& QEOBGE BRYDGES 
' RODNEY. 

' Juoain, April 35tb/ 178% 

* At ft time when some of ouf firat naval com- 

* muiden teemed to have withdrawn them- 
' selves from Ae service of their country, and 
' a spirit of languor had nearly pervaded our 
' eperatlons at sea ; and when Qreat Briuun, 
' unsupported by her ancient allies, stood, en,- 
' veloped by a cloud of enemies, it will be the 
' boast of our annals that Admiral Bodney 
' stepped forth the saviour of our Wegtera 
'world, and secured again to this country 

* the dominion of the ocsan. 

* The Council of Jamaica, whose veneration 
.' for your character i& not of a late date, no 
' sooner heard of the spirited action of the 
' 9thv and the more glorious and decisive one 
' of the 12th instant, than they, with one 
'Voice, commanded me. Sir, to transmit to 

* you the thanks of their Board in the most 
' acceptable manner, as you will perceive by 
' the inclosed minute, and this I do with ft 
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' heftrt OTerfioffii^ with admir&tioaiand gra- 
' titude. 
' May your days, Sir, be long ahd It&ppy, 

* and may the suffrage of a grateful people 
' hand down your name with ruiBullied honour 
>'to posterity. I have the honour, &c.-8(ci&c. 

.' Thomas 'Fbedex.i<^ - 
' Prtaideot*.' ^^ ■ 

' The magistrates and other inhabitants of the 
"' town of Kingston, ever distinguished for 
'^ loyalty to our gracious Sovereign, and zeal 
'^for the public service, have conferred on Us 

* the honour of waiting upon you this dayj to 
' expr^s. Sir, in terms of the highest respect, 
'* their gratitude to the best of Kings for hav- 
' ing sent to their protection a commander ao 
'eminent for his services to the public, "and 

* TheHouseof AsHmbly, in 1783, voted lOOO^towftrdser^f- 
ing a marble statue to Lord Rodney, ' ai a mark of gratitude and 
' Teneralion for his gallant services, so timely and gloriously per- 

* formed for the salvation of the island in particular, as well as the 
' 'ivhole of the British West India islands/ A statue <|C a co^sttl 
size was afterwards executed >d marble by Mr. Bacon, and erected 
in the cathedral of St. Paul's, London. It occupies a conspicuous 
Bftuatibn on the right of the norlh entrance, . .! ' 
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*Tfiio, with gloty, haa so often ciombated the 

* enemies of his country. '■ ' 
' i'.The J2th of April,— a day rendered for 
^flFe^ memorable by your victory prer ,the 
I'fleet of France, after a long and ^blc^y 
*■ eonflipt. in which the bravery of the epemy 
'.added fresh laurels to the British arms,— 

* has be^i celebrated here by every demon- 

* Btration of public joy. Great are our thanks 

* to you, Sic, and to the oflScers and men. of 

* yqur victorious fleet. You have relieved us 
. ' from the dread of the combined forcQ of qup 
'enemies, from the exercise of military law, 
'. and restored us to the peaceable enjoyment 

* of our civil rights. 

' From this great event, the most brilliant 
' in the annals of our country, we shall date 
,*its safety, and anticipate tbe prospect of 

* seeing the British empire restored to its 
.' former grandeur. 

'In so unnatural a civil war, and the cran- 

* bination of so many powerful kingdoms, to 
*^ yon the ^oiy must be ascribed of having 

* conspicuously supported the honour of the 
' British flag. , 
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4 Tke bright example of tlus day v3I thhnr 
' confusion on our foes, and will rouse men 

* di^ilfied iHth hi^ commands M emnlate 
*ybur Example'*; Tfhatever may be die 

* event, you ^1 have tbe conscious satls- 

* fketien of having done your dnty. The 

* applause, the esteem, aifeotion, and ng&td 
' of yOur country cannot be wantfaig. 

'' 'Kme shall be the faithfiil recorder of yotu" 

* great actions, and ptwterity shall comme- 
' morate this day, in which, by the voice of 
' 63^ tiaited and gratefid people, yon are 

hailed the guardian of Jamaica. 
* Thus far we have humbly endeavotired M 

express ihe sentiments of the public, and M 

execute a commission we consider most 
' hiMioiirable. ' 

^ We shall now take our leave, first praying 
' that the Almighty will still protect you in* 
' the hour of danger ; that you may h& 

* eiuibled to pursue your success, and at last 
' have the heartfelt satisfaction > of seeing* 
' civil discord subdued, and your cfluntoy* 

* Hon fully has this com^imeiitBiy ^'edidion bfen yerified in 
after days 1 
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reliered with honour &om the calamitm oil 
* Ruch an esctensive war. 

' We have th^ honour ta be, &a Sec |w. 

'' T^a Dbfutatiov irou thb 
'Town of Kinowobt.' . 



Perhaps there never was a commander who 
at all times more strongly marked his de- 
testation of misconduct in the different public 
departments of the navy than Sir Geoige 
Rodney. Want of zeal and exertion, fraud, 
peculation, and ^e many iniquitous prac- 
tices . of government contractors, never failed 
to come under his severest reprobatitm. >0f 
such ' delinquencies' he was the -unceasing 
scourge, and no considerations of rank, 
power, or influence, ever deterred him from 
reporting them to the higher powers. Of 
ihe l^aentable state of every thing connected 
with the navy at Jamaica, he expressed him- 
»e\f, in his public despatches, in terms of 
indignation and concern. This he did fivnn' 
the conviction, that it came as much wittuii, 
the tphercof hb duQr w die managenwnt of 
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a fleet at sea. Full of ifae most ardent ze^ 
and patiiotism himself, he set a noble 
example of energy and activi^ to his officers, 
irh^ice that ex.traordinaTy celerity with 
which, on all occasions, the fleet under his 
cORunand was refitted and repaired. 



* TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' Fbimidi^le, Port Royal, 
* May 5th, 1782. 

'. You will please to acqi^int their Lordshipa 
' that I arriTed in this bay with such ships as 

* were in the most distressed condition, on the 

* a9th of last month *, since which eyeiy 

• Extract firom the Jamuca Gazette. 

* Kingston, April 29th, 1782. 
' This evening arrived Sir George Brydges Rodney, in his Ma- 
■ }mty'a ship Formidable, conducting the Vilk de Pans, having 
' ttw Cotnte de Grasse on board, and the remainder of the piiiea 
' that graced Sir Geoi^'s moat important and ^orious victo^. 
' Sir Qeoige, in the Foimidable for three hours, while pouiii^ 

* deatniotioii into the bosoms of the enemy, was involved in » 

* tluck a cloud of smoke, that he and his ship irere invisible to the 
' (fleers and men of the rest of the fleet, who, daring that time, 
*.vereimderttie meat fearful ai^rehei^otiiforMs^dis. I^(><4i}Kr 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



* d^patch possible, both by daya&d ti^k% 
' has'been used towards re^ttiDg^th^s, as 'A« 
'natcre of a King's dockyard, suffisred'Co 
*'go to almost total rain, will adtiait; omti 

* own I TTas surprised to find that no r^pa,^ 
' whatsoever had been 'done since I'left'it'ia 
' the year 1774. I was much more surprised 
' to find that the Inviacible had not been 
' hove down agreeable to my request for that 
' purpose, that she might have been ready to 

* have rejoined the fleet, which had certainly ' 

* been the case had she not been kept to guard 

* ithe port afloat, when her guns on the shore 
' would have been more efficacious for' tlfeit 
' purpose. . . ■ ■ , 

'I have ordered her to be careened vHh' 
' every possible diligence, and will t^e'care 
' that it is speedily executed. 

' I have the pleasure to acquaint their 

* s%oa] was made on that ever memorable and glorimu day, bitt 
' tHe^eneral one for actim and that for close.flg^ 

* "Hie enemy were ao confident that the affair would ba no mate 
' than a brush, that they did not even remove the live oxen that 
' crowded the decks of several of their ship* to prepare for'aidion, 
'riurtyot whirfi, stung to madness by their wounds, and the 
'liorrible roaring of the cannon, broke loose, and greatly aggivr- 
' rated the Xenar uid oonfiinon whi^ pnrailed. tra 

* ertet-fallett owiurt.' 

Vol. II. 
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* Lordships, that the Villc de Paris, the Glo- 

* rieux, th« Hector, Caton, Jason, and Ardent, 
' alfo the Aimable and Ceres (which I shall 
' send with this express), are all safe arrived 
' in this harbour, and I hope their Lordships 
' will approve of my having put them all in 

* commission, and appointed proper officers* 
' in order to their speedy equipment ; and I 
' propose sending home with the next convt^, 
' if possible, the Caton, which has received 

* little or no damage, the Jason, and the 
' Ardent, all of which have wooden bottoms, 

* and might receive considerable injury by 
' remaining in this climate. 

' Vice-Admiral Sir Peter Parker will pro- 

* ceed with the trade bound to Great Britain, 

* before the 20th instant, with the Sandwich, 
' the Intrepid, and the Ajax ; the Shrews- 

* bury having been found too bad to trust her 
' across the Atlantic, till she has been hove 

* down. The Russel is likewise in very bad 

* condition, and must be sent home the next 
' convoy, which I propose shall sail for Great 
' Britain the middle of June, and another 

* Tor the M of offlcin pointed to theae ships, m AppendtiL 
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' convoy the latter end of July, Bgreeably to 

* thsir Lonl«hipt' oommands, and the requ4ftt 
' of the Chainnan of the Committee of West 
' India Merchants. 

' I cannot conclude this letter without 
'■ thinking it my duty to acquaint thsir Lord- 
' thips, tiiat everything belonging to the 
' ntval department ii in so ruinous a state, 
' and BO extremely inconvenient, that unless 
' thair Lordships vill please to give directions 

* to put things in a proper condition, his 

* Majesty's and the public service must be 

* extremely retarded, and that briskness and 
' activity, so necessary towards defeating the 

* dHigns of the enemy, greatly discoaraged. 

* I must beg leave likewise to represent to 

* their Lordships, how necessary it will be 
' for all officers belonging to the naval depart- 

* ment to reside at Port Royal. The Store- 

* keeper's residing at Kingston is extremely 

* detrimental to hiA. Majesty's service, and 
' the occasion of a great loss of time ; and all 

* the stores being deposited at Greenwich 
' greatly retards the refitting of the ships, and 
' is vwy dangerous to the health of the sea- 
' men, as well as occasioning great desertions. 

T 2 

n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



«'0 LIFE OP LORD RODNEY. 

' A mast-house, erected at Port Royal (where 
' there is a sufHciency of room), would much 
' accelerate . the public service, and prevent 
' sickness and desertion. 

'It is with concern I.acquaint their. I^rd- 
' ships, that the Csesar, of seveirty-four guns, 

* and looked upon as one of. the. best ships 
' in the French navy, was burnt on the night 
' of the action ; . and upwards of four hundred 
' men, with a lieutenant, and fifty-eight 

* English seamen, perished with her, notwith- 
' standing every possible assistance was given. 
' This fatal accident, it now appears, was 
' ovring to the extreme bad discipline of the 

' French seamen, all of whom, upon their • 
' ship's striking, were .guilty of every enor- 
' mity and disobedience to their officers. 

' By what I can, learn from the prisoners, 
' it was supposed to be the Biadem that sunk 
' in the action ; and I have reason to believe, 
' that in this great success of his Majesty's 
' arms, the enemy have lost, in killed and 

* wounded, and prisoners, at . least fifteen 

* thousand men. Of those we have taken, the 
' number amounts to seven thousand nine 
' hundred and eighty. 
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' Erery attention has been paid to the 

* Comte de Grasse and his officers, all of whom 
' 'have reason to be satisfied with the respect 
' and treatment they meet with, and will be 

* sent to Great Britain with the convoy. 

' Inclosed, I send for their Lordships'" infor- 
' mation (and written with my own hand as 

* most secret) the track I shall direct Vice- 
' Admiral Parker to take with his convoy, on 

* his approach to Great Britain. - i 

' P. S. I transmit, inclosed, some secret in- 
' telligence, which I have received since my 
' arrival at this place.' 



The following letter from the Comte de 
Grasse was addressed to a British officer on 
board the Formidable a few days prior to his 
departure for Great Britain : — 

' Spanish Town, May 15tfa, 1782. 
' A Monsieur - — — , 

* Je viens de recevoir, Monsieur, la lettre 
' que m'a remis Monsieur Latham, re^ ici de 
' la part de Monsieur le Commissaire des pri- 
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* ftonnien que je n'ai Va pas one nule fois 
' depuis moa arriT6e dans cette villa. 

' J'apprends avec chagrini Montieiir, qua 

* par les ordres de aon Excellence I'Amiral 
' Rodney des canoU de Tarin^e de aa MajeatA 

* Britannique ^toient destin^ pour attendre 

* nos bagageB, et une partie des officien, et 
' qu*ils n'ont rien vu arriver. Toute la faute 
' en eat aux personn^ charg6ea de noua faire 
' foumir les voitures pour 1^ transports des 
' bagages,et des personnes d^tin^es & s'em- 
' barquer, et quoique vous ayez la bont6 de 
' me prevenir que demain il y aura des canots 

* r6unis de nouveau k cet usage, je ne puis 
' vous promettre, Monsieur, qu'il soit plus 
' heureux, parceque je ne puis me determiner 
' k porter sur mes 6paules, ni aller k pled au 
' bord de la mer poiu* propter des canots que 
' Tamiral a bien voulu ordonner. Je desiriS- 
' rois que la chose d^pendit de moi, et elle ne 
' soufiriroit aucun retardement, mais je suia 
' sous puissance et est cette puissance forc^e k 
' me foumir les moyens decants de ma tran- 

* sporter et d'ex^cuter la rolontfc supMeure; 

* sans cela il est impossible que nous puia- 

* sious sortir d*ici ok Ton nous a conduit par 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



LIPB OF LORD BODNEY. 979 

* force. Au sujet de ma peiaonne, je compte 
' diner chez Monsieur de Campbell Samedi, et 
' de Ik me rendre k pour aller coucher k 

* bord de I'Amiral Parker, mais assurement 
' c'est subordonne au depart de mea efiets, et 
' de ma maiBon, car sans cela je retournerai 

* dans ma prison, que Monsieur le Gouverneur 
' me rend la plus agr^able possible. 

' Je Tous prie d'informer son Excellence 
' Monsieur I'Amiral Rodney, que depui^ que 
' nous sommes k Spanish Town, Monsieur le 
' Commissaire n'a pas donn6 un sol ni aux 
' domestiques, ni aux officiers de quelques 
' vaissaux qu'ils puissent 6tre. II se fonde sur 
' c« qu'il assure qu'un de mes commis lui a 
' dit que je m'en chai^is, ou il a pu s'ima- 

* giner que llntendant-G^n^ral Francois put 
' devenir son caissier. Cette conduite m*a 
' paru surprenante, mais dans la position oil 
' je me trouve, j'avale les couleuvres sans mot 
' dire, et je n'en sens pas moins. Je pr^sente 
' m^ faommages k. Sir George, et j 'assure 

* Monsieur Douglas de mou respectueux seu- 

* timent.* 
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* TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' Pormidahle, Port Rajtd, 
■ May ISth, 1782. 

' You will please to acquaint their Lordships 
-' that since my last of the 5th instant, eveiy 
' despatch possible has been made in" refitting 

* the fleet, which haxe received much mOTe 
' damage in their masts, hulls, and rigging, 

* than was at first imagined. 

' It is impossible for me not to represent to 

* their Lordships, tliat by the gross neglect 
' and inattention in not keeping his Majesty's 
' yard in this port in proper repair, it has 
.' proved of the greatest detriment to his Ma- 
' jesty's service, and prevented that speedy 

* re-equipment so very necessary at this cri- 

* tical moment. 

' The great number of masts that have been 
' rendered unserviceable by the late action, 

* will diminish the stores in this port ; but, 
' foreseeing die consequences of a battle with 
' the enemy, I had ordered the largest store- 
' ship from St. Lucie to proceed with the first 
' convoy to Jamaica, where I hourly expect 

* her. The very great difficulty of getting out 
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'' the condemned masts, and supplying their 
■' place with new, has Ijeen so very apparent, 
' and so detrimental to his Majesty's service, 
' that I have been under the necessity of or- 
•' dering a very large Spanish ship of near one 
■' thousand tons, which ought long ago to have 

* been converted into a hulk, a prison, or con- 
' valescent-sbip, to be purchased for his Ma- 
'jesty's service, and have given orders for 

* her being so converted accordingly, which I 
' hope their Lordships will approve, as I can 
' have no view whatever in the purchase but 
' for his Majesty's and the public service. 

' The hospital at this port is calculated only 
' for three hundred sick, not the le^t addition 
^ having been made since the year 1774, nor 
' the slightest attention paid towards its in- 
' crease of sick, notwithstanding a seven years' 
' war, nor so much as a convalescent-ship for 
' recovered men. 

' The gross neglect and inattention of the 
' contractor for victualling his Majesty's fleet 
' in this port have been such as to require the 
' severest reprehension. Ever since my ar- 
^ rival here, the neglect has been so great, 
' and my reprehensions so many, , notwith- 
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' Standing which, though prorisions have been 
' demanded for ships of the squadron lately 

* under the command of Vice-Admiral Sir 

* Peter Parker, which were ordered to go on im- 

* mediate service for the defence of the island, 
' more than a fortnight has elapsed since the 
' demand for them was made. Though the 
' agent himself informed me he had a suf- 
' ficient quantity in store, none as yet has 
' been sent on board, aAd I have been under 
' the necessity of taking them from the' ships 

* I brought with me from windward. 

' When I left this port in the year 1774, I 
' had ordered buoys to be placed upon all the 

* shoals coming in and going out. of jt, as 

* likewise upon the shoals in the harbour 
' leading to Rock Fort, to which place a first- 
' rate mi^ht have approached without danger, 
■'■ and completed hier water within the twenty- 
' four hours ; and on my leaving the station, 
*I left particular orders to keep the said 
f buoys in repair, notwithstanding which, the 
' whole have been suffered to go to total 
' decay, without being replaced, to the great 

* detriment of his Majesty's ships* several of 
' which have been run on shore for wa^t of 
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* thoM necessary marks, and partiCulariy the 
' Prinoesa Royal and. Sandwich, on their 
' arrival in this port. 

' The Master Attendant here has shamefully 

* neglected to secure a sufficient number of 

* pilots ; and it is with difficulty, from such 
' neglect, that his Majesty's ships can be con- 

* ducted with safety into this port, or to the 

* watering-place at Rock Fort. I have given 

* the strictest orders to him for the future to 

* keep a sufficient number of pilots on board 

* the hulk for this necessary service. 

* In short, everything relative to his Ma- 

* jesty's dockyard here appears to me as if 

* designed to go to ruin, and that no idea 

* existed here that the nation had the mis- 

* fortune of being engaged in war. 

* I have roused them to a sense of their 

* duty, and whilst I remain here I will take 

* care that they perform it. 

* Their Lordships will do me justice, add 

* will, I am sure, be convinced that I have 

* always been unwilling to make complaints ; 

* but such was the situation of his Majesty's 

* naval affaini here, and the negligence of 
' every department belonging thereto, that 
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*'I should not have done my duty to my 
' couutty without making my report to them, 

* who, I am conviiiced, must have been totally 

* ignorant of their real situation. 

' I have no view whatever in making this 
'report 'but my public duty; and let his 
' Majesty's service carry me into any part of 
' the world where it is my duty to go, their 
' Lordships shall always have a true and 
' faithful report relative to naval affairs, re- 
' gardless of the resentment of any person 

* who may be concerned. 

' As ^upwards of 2000 men belonging to the 
' first regiment of France were taken in the 
' ships we captured, I have ordered the ships 
' bound to Great Britain to receive on board 
' a proper proportion to each of them, and I 
' shall send all the land and sea officers home 
' in the first convoy ; and I have likewise di- 
rected that each master of a merchant ship 
bound to Great Britain shall receive on 
'*■ board as many as he can take, without 
' endangering the ship, by which means care 

* will be taken that not one single French 

* soldier shall remain in the island of 
'* Jamaica. 
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' Many of the French officers have heen 
' very pressing with me for leave to go to St. 
' Domingo and Martinique.- I have given 
' them the same answer the Marquis de 

* Bouill6 gave on taking the troops at St. 
' Christopher's, viz. — " Not one officer or 

* " soldier shall be exchanged in the West 
' " Indies ;" neither would it be proper, as 
' these very officers were in the highest con- 
' fidence with the Marquis de Bouill6, and 
' on whom he mostly depended for the suc- 
' cess of his enterprise. I will therefore take 
' care that they twice cross the Atlantic 
' before they again exert themselves against 
' his Majesty's dominions in these seas. 

' Sir Peter Parker, in the Sandwich, with . 
' the Ajax, Intrepid, Lowestoffe, and Pomona, 
' proceed with the convoy to Great Britain, 
' to-morrow. Comte de Grasse, with his suite, 
' are embarked on board the Sandwich. The 
' other officers belonging to their fleet and 

* army are divided among their other ships 
' of war ; and I hope, by the next convoy, the 
' whole of the French ships lately captured 
' will be in a condition to proceed to the 
' same destination.' 
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* TO PHILIP 8TSPH1NI. BSQ. 

' Same ditt. 

' I have just receiTcd undpubted intelligence 
' that four sail of the enemy's ships, as men- 

* tioned in the margin*, have put into the 

* island of Cura<;oa, in very shattered condi- 
' tion. Two of them ran on shore, and were 

* not got off without considerable damage, 
' and at the expense of all their cannon. 
' Another of their line-of-battle ships is lost 
' on the rock of Avis ; and it is reported, 
' from the island of St. Thomas's, that another 
' was burnt by accident on the coast of Porto 
' Rico. 

' As the Dutch have at Cura^oa a sixty- 

* four gun ship, a fifty, and two frigates, 
' exclusive of a hundred and thirty sail of 
' merchant ships ready to sail for Europe, 
' a squadron, under the command of Com- 
■ modore Affleck, is stationed off the east end 

• Le Pluton H 

Le Marseillois .... 74 

L'Hercule ..... 74 

L'Eveile ..... M 
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' of St. Domingo, in order to intercept the 

* four French ships of war, and tlie Dutch 
' 8hip» with their convoy, should they attempt 

* to pass to Cape Francois through the Mona 
' pass^e. 

* Rear- Admiral Drake, with a squadrgn, 

* is oflF the Isle of Vache, on the south side of 
' St. Domingo, to intercept the French ships 
' of war, should they endeavour to pass on 
' that side; and Rear- Admiral Sir Samuel 
' Hood, with the ships of the squadron that 

* are fit to keep the sea, watches the motions 
' of the enemy off Cape Frantjois*. 

' Rear- Admiral Rowley will sail to-morrow 

* in the London, with such ships as are ready 
' to take the command, and reinforce the 
' squadron under Sir Samuel Hood, during 

* my continuance in port, to hasten the re- 
' pairs of the ships that have suffered in the 
' late action, which I find absolutely neces- 
' sary, as great delay would be made in their 

* On the SZnd of May, Sir Samuel Hood anchored with his 
aquadron in Fort Royal harbour, from his course off Cape 
Tiheroon, without having seen anything of' the enemy's fleets. 
The Spaniards escaped h"is vigilance, and got safe into the Havan- 
nah; and Monsieur Vaudrieul took advantage of hb absence to 
Hul with thirteen ships of the line, to North America, 
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' equipment, were I not to give my constant 
' and personal attendance. 

' Their Lordships may depend upon it 
' that not a moment shall be lost in putting 
' the fleet under my command in a condition 
' to repeat the blow that has already been 
* 'given to the enemy*.' 



* A French wrifer. Monsieur de Ratnatuelle, in comounting 
xtpon the consequences of the action of the r2th of April, affirmed, 
' that Rodney shut himself up at Jamuca, toith ail kUJleet, per- 

* tDitting the French admiral, Vaudrieul, to send considerable 
' convoys &om St Dominic, vrtuch arrived safe in France ;' upon 
which gratuitous statement, Admiral Ekins, in his Treatise on 
Naval Battles, makes the following remark : 

' It is not without reason the French claim merit to themselves 
' for accomplishing objects of a secondary nature, after a defeati 
' which, had it been properly Mowed up, would have annihilated 

* them in those seas.' 

The Editor feels assured, that if these letters of Sir GeorRe 
Rodney, of the 1 8th May, and his 'Memoranda of Reasons for not 
pursuing the Enemy after the Action,' should ever meet this 
gallant admiral's eye, he will acknowledge that he has taken an 
erroneous view of Sir Qeorge's conduct on this occasion. 
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' TO LADY BODNEY. 

' Port Royal, Jatnuco, 
'May 4tfa, 1782. 

' I hope you have received all my letters by 
' the different expresses, and that all England 
' fflcults upon the victory obtained over the 
' French. The people here are mad with 
'joy, and well they may be, for all their 
'■property was at stake, and the most opulent 
' would have been reduced to nothing. 

' I find everything here gone to ruin. No 
' one thing done since I left: it in 1774. I 
' have reported as much in my public letter, 
' which I hope a certain person will see. I 

* mean he should. I fear no person, as I am 
' sure of his favour, and will always tell him 
' the truth, as he commanded me. I hope no 
' great changes were made before the arrival 
' of my good news, and that the nation are 
' now in good hiunour. 

' You may believe that I experience great 
' fatigue. 1 really do, for notwithstanding 

* I sent order upon order, nothing was done. 
' I have roused them, and made them active 
' in. spite of themselves, or out they must go. 
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* I shall respect no persons who neglect their 
' duty, and they all know it . 

' Comte de Grasse*, poor man, now begins 

* to feel the very great misfortune that has 
' befallen him. As to himself, he says he is 

* easy, as he is conscious of having done hit 
' duty, but he fears that the disagreementa 
f that will certainly happen among the nobi* 
-' lity of France, will occasion piuch blood* 
' shed. He owns France (as he hims^f 
' says) is a century behind us iu naval affairs. 
' May they continue so ! Oh France, what 
'joy it gives me to humble thy pride, and 

* lower thy haughty insolence I 

* The Comte de Grasse was the first commuider-ui-chief of a 
French fleet or armj, who hud been prisoner in England since 
thereignof Queen Anne, when Marshal TaJl&rd was taken Vrthi 
Duke of Mtvlborough, and confined to the town and ei 



The Comte de Gizsk landed at Portsmouth on the Istof Au- 
^st, where he was reoei?ed with every demonstnitioQ of regpeet 
and sympathy for his misfortune, and was splendidly entertained 
at the Greorge Hotel, by Sir Peter Paiter, by whose motiiar, on 
las Excellency's arrival in Iiondon, he wai most hospitably 
recaved and treated. 

At the British court, and by the British people, when seen in 
puUic, his Excellency was treated with the attention and dis- 
tinction due to his great merits. On his return to France, he was 
disgraced by his court, and in the gardens of the Tuileries, his 
Jife wai nearly sacrificed to the fury of an ctaiperated moh. 
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' De Grasse bad sent me a message that 

* he could not meet me in March, but that he 

* certainly would attack us in April. He did 
' not keep his promise, for I attacked him. 
' In tbe first day's action, when the Fonni- 

* dabie came abreast of the Ville de Paris, I 
' ordered the main top sail to be laid aback. 

' De Grasse, who was about three miles to 

* windward, did not accept the challenge, but 
' kept his wind, and did not fire one shot the 

* whole day. It is inconceivable what con- 
' cem he expressed during the two days he 

* remained on board the Formidable^ where 
' every thing was made as agreeable as 

* possible to him, till he returned to the Ville 
' de Paris. I discovered that it was all on 
' account of his money, to the value of about 
' £5000, which he soon made me acquainted 

* with. ■ My answer was, that every thing that 
' he, as a man of honour, could call his own, 
' was sacred, and at his own disposal, but that 

* all public money belonged to the captors ; 
' that English officers never plundered their 
' captives, nor should the lowest sailor be- 

* longing to them lose even a shoe. This set 

* his heart at ease. His money is in his own 
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' possession, and the King's money, about 
' £25,000, will soon be divided amongst my 

* ships, when the Namur, who has it on board, 
' comes into port. My share shall be sent to 
' you, but I want to intercept the Spaniards, 

* one ship of whom has a million on board. ~ 

' I have long had a great inclination for 
' Southwick. I could wish it was taken, and 
' I shall write to Thistlewaite, the gentleman 
' with a hard name, to let me have it imme- 
'diately, for though I am not yet coming 

* home, I should like to have a place to go 

* to on my arrival, and where all my equipage 
' may be sent*. 

' Do not let people imagine I am coming 
' home. It may offend where I would not 
' have it, even by report. 

* I have been here seven days, and have 

* not set my foot on shore, for I hate being 
' pestered with addresses, &c. &c. I will, if 

* possible, write a few lines to my dear girls. 
' My best love attends them. Adieu. 

' P. S. I send you a song made by a com- 

* Instead of Southwick, the well known residence of Purbrook, 
near Portsmouth, was taken for Lord Rodney prior to liis arrival 
in England. 
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* mon seaman. He must be a gentleman's 
' son. I have ordered it to be inquired 



When the news of the great and decisive 
battle of the 12th of April arrived in England, 
it was hailed by the nation with an unanimous 
and almost frantic joy ; and the name of 
Rodney resounded from one end of the king- 
dom to the other; for the people, dispirited 
by the successes of the enemy in former 
years, could scarcely divest themselves of a 
fear that they should be repeated, and that 
their fleet would continue in effect to ride 
triumphant on those seas by their extreme 
and too Buccessfiil exertion in preventing the 
British admiral from fully closing with, and 
bringing them to a decisive action; and 
nothing could exceed their indignation when 
they were informed that measures had been 
taken by the new administration, who had 
been his opposers and accusers, not to say 
revilers, in the St, Eustatia controversy, to 
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deprive their faTourite admiral of his com- 
mand on that station, where for two whole 
years he had been toiling with unwearied zeal, 
amid dangers, difficulties, and disappoint- 
ments, beyond description disheartening, to 
uphold the honour of his country, and to 
restore the British flag to the supremacy of 
the ocean. 

This grand victory revived Britannia's 
drooping spirits, roused her half expiring 
energies, and Rodney, having taught her sons 
how to break the line, she, from that moment, 
resumed the empire of the seas, of which she 
has ever since held the sceptre, notwith- 
standing the long continued efibrts of the 
other powers of Europe, headed by their 
Qreat Ruler, to dispossess her of it. 

With respect to the grand manoeuvre of 
breaking the enemy's line, as practised by Sir 
George on this occasion, little was intended 
to be said in this work, as the long canvassed 
question, whether Sir George Rodney had, 
prior to his departure from England in the 
winter of 1781-2, ever seen Mr. Clerk of El- 
gin's ' Essay on Naval Tactics,' or been made 
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acquainted with its remarks relative to break- 
ing the line, has been completely negatived, 
and for ever set at rest. 

A publication, however, having recently 
made its appearance, written by a scientific 
and highly distinguished officer*, wherein it 
has been endeavoured to be proved, althoi^h 
the claim has been suffered to lie dormant 
for nearly eight and thirty years, that in the 
above mentioned memorable engagement, ' 
not Sir Greoi^e Rodney, but Sir Charles 
Douglas, the captain of his fleet, ' was the 
' original iuggester of this decisive maneeuvre^,' 

• ' statement of Important Facts, supported by authentic Docu- 

* ments, relating to the Operation oflireaking the Line, as practised 
' ror the first time ia the celebrated batUe of the 12th of April. 

• 1782. By Major-General Sir Hovranl Douglas.' 

t The extract from Comte de Guichen's letter to his court, 
which b inserted in a succeeding part of the vork, appears at 
. once to decide the question concerning the claim of Sir Charles_ 
Douglas. With the eiceplioo of the expression ' breaking the line,' 
De Guichen positi?ely states, that the English Admiral not only 
contemplated, but roitde the attempt, and had actually succeeded in 
pa»nn« through his ling, and tUiubling one of his ships. 

At that time Sir Charles Douglas was not serving in the fleet. 
Hie captain of the Sandwich was Captain Young, a highly brave 
and intelligent officer, to whom therefore the credit of the sugges- 
tion, if not due to the Admiml himself, may be as justly ascribed 
iti this action of the 17lh of April, 1760, as to the captain of the 
fleet in the succeeding action of the 12th of Ai^ril, 1782. 

But if it were necessary to adduce any further evidence to prove 
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the Editor would have considered it his 
bounden duty not to have suffered this statement 

that fora long time antecedent to the 12tti of April, 1782, not only 
Sir Geoi^ Rodney meditated, but in reality executed, the ma- 
iHEUTre in qnesticm, the foUoviing extracts bom Count de 
Guichen's own despatches, from Admiral Ekins's and Mr. Ralfe's 
publications, will, it is presumed, be sufficient for this purpose. 

' At half past one, p.m.' says De Guichen, ' the action b^an 
' between our ran and their rear. The main of the enemy was yet 
' at a distance, and it was not till half-an-hour more that the ships 
' next a-head of Admiral Rodney began to fire on the Couronne 
' in which Count de Guichen was. The FVench General hoped 
' the English Admiral would meet him in the line, but he always 
' kept astern of the Couronne, which made the Comte de Guichen 

* imagine his design was to col off the French rear-gvard.- In 
' effect, the English Admiral manceuered so as to execute Iheplan, 
' and attempted to pass through a great vacancy which the great 
' yawing of the Actionnaire, of 64 guns, left in our line, and h»i 
'already doubled oae of our thips, when the Comte de Guichen 
' made signal for the rear to tack with the wind astern, and cama 

* up at the same mbment to cut off himself the English line, but 

* Admiral Rodney did not give him time, and hastened to get back 
' to his station as soon as he saw Comte de Guichen come iqi to 
' attack him. The f^nch General did the same, and hauled down 
*, the signal for the fleet to tack." 

Mr. Ralfe says, in allusion to this part of the action, ' notwith- 
' standing this disparity of force. Sir George maintained the un- 
' equal conflict for an hour-and-a-half, when the French Admiral 
■ bore away. Their line teas broken — and, to use the words of 

* Sir George, " they might be said to be completely beaten." " 

In 'Mackenzie's Naval and Military Register,' b the following 
note with reference to Sir George Rodney's three battles, of tha 
17tbof April, and the l$th and 19th of May, J786:— 
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to go out into the world unanswered, had not 
the lance been taken up by an aUer cham- 

' These actions were indecisive; no c&ptui;e mode on other 
' side. In the first action Sir George Rodney broke Ike enemy't 
'line.' 

It nas not, however, in this engagement of the 17th of April 
alone that Sir George manifested his acquuntance with the theory 
of breaking the enemy's line, for in his preceding action with Bon 
JuandeLangara, of the IGlh of Januaiy,he made such demonstra- 
tions, as clearly proved that he had decided to attempt the 



' It seemi the enemy nas directly to leeward of the British fleet. 
' The day was for advanced, (in the month of January) and a dan- 
' gerous coast to mn upon, having a port to receive the Spanish 

' Under these circamstances, we cannot suSdently admire the 
'spirit and professional skill shewn by the British Admiral, and 
' his fleet. The superiority of his force was little, compared to the 
' otherwise discouraging position in which he found himself— 
• sufficient to have appalled many a manly heart less courageous 
' Ihan his, but he, like Sir Edward Hawke, never considered the 
' " perils of a lee shore," until he had effected all he could in the 
' c^lure and destruclion of the enemy. 

' We are likewise to observe, that finding the enemy were first 
'. disposed to form in line of battle, it was the interUum of Sir 
' George Rodney to have passed through it, and mgige to leaeard, 
' Ihe better to prevent their escape. 

* The result shewswhat may be expected from a happy unitm of 
', skill, judgment, and intrepidity upon similar occasions. 

' This is remarkable, from being Ihe first instance in latter timet 
' of a decided intentioji to break through the enemy's line, and 
' engage him lo leenaid.'— ^tiife Ebint't Naval Batllet, 
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pion (whose serrices are the more acceptable, 
as being tendered upon public grounds) in an 
article of a periodical work of high character* 
lately published; and it must be confessed, 
that the reputation of the gallant Adnliral 
could not have been committed to more pow- 
erful hands. To this article therefore, written 
as it is, in the very laudable spirit of candour, 
fairness, and good-temper, but at too great 
length for insertion here, the Editor is de^ 
sirous to refer the reader; the concluding 
paragraph of it alone being submitted for his 
perusal ; first premising however, in the words 
of the same writer, that * it is a monstrous 
' principle that the name of an old and 

* gallant officer, . who " has done the state 
' some service," who in fact had the good 

* fortune of doing more than has fallen to the 
' lot of ninety-nine in the hundred of his 
' brother officers of the same rank, that stand, 
' or have stood on the list, should be subject, 
' after a lapse of half a century, when he and 
' all his contemporaries are no more, to be 

* The Ei^tr-third number of the Quarterly Review. 
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' Arraigned and broaght to trial before the 

* public tribunal, when the means are not to 

* be procured, whereby a sentence of acquittal 
' or condemnation can be satisfactorily pro- 
' nounced.' 

The paragraph is as follows : — 

' As to Rodney, the reputation of such a 

* man is public property, and as such will not 
' want abler defenders tiian ourselves, who 

* have taken up the case solely upon this 

* ground. His family, we diink, may in the 

* mean time rest satisfied that some better 
' proof must be adduced before such state- 
' ments as those now brought forward by 

* Sir Howard Douglas will affix any stain to 

* the character of so brave and distinguished 

* an officer, who fought four general actions 

* as commander-in-chief, and took three ad- 
' mirals of the enemy from the fleets of three 
< of the most powerful nations of his time, 

* one French, one Dutch, and one Spanish ; 

* and who, it might be added, took from 
' them in the space of two years twelve sail of 

* the line and destroyed five more, having thus 

* had the singular honour of depriving the com- 
' mon enemy of seventeen out of the twenty-. 
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* one line-of-battle ships which they lost durii^ 

* this war. Let them console themselves with 
' the reflection, humiliating as it is, that man- 
' kind are but too prone to endeavour to pull 
' down to a lower level every man whose deeds 
' stand pre-eminently conspicuous. Let them 
' recollect that the victories of Marlborough 

* were ascribed to Cadogan, of Blucher to 
' Gneisenau, and of Wellington to Murray. 
' No wonder then that the subordinate cha- 

* racters of the fleet which . conquered De 
' Grasse should have indulged in such theories 

* as were rife at the lower end of almost every 
' mess table through the Peninsular cam- 
' paigns ; and that with midshipmen of. thir- 
' teen, however sagacious observers of man- 
' kind — however deep in naval tactics, and 
' however accurately acquainted with the ha- 

* bits of order and subordination practised in 
' his Majesty's naval service, it should have 

* been considered as quite certain that Rod- 
' ney would be nobody without his Douglas. 
' Nelson and Buonaparte, if we may be al- 
' lowed to associate. two such names, (and a 
' parallel in the manner of Plutarch might be 

* drawn,) are perhaps the only two in modem 
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' times who have had nio other shadows than 
' their own, so true is it, that 

" Envy doth merit as its ahtuie pursue, 

" And, like the sh&dow, proves the substance true. 

' Rodney's character, both public and private, 
' though it did not escape calumny, passed 
' successfully through the ordeal, and we have 
' no doubt that the laurels which have flou- 
' rished on his tomb for eight and thirty 
' years* will stand a more severe gale than a 
' mere transient breeze, which, though it may 
' just rufBe their leaves, will pass away with- 
' out leaving the slightest blight behind.' 

The following extract from the Memoirs of 
the celebrated writer, Richard Cumberland, 
affords as strong testimony as can be ad^ 
duced, that Sir Geoi^ Rodney not only pre- 
conceived the manoeuvre of breaking the line 
long before he put it in execution, but that 
his practical adoption of it on the 12th of 
April was the suggestion of his own mind, 
and not that of any other person whatever. 

' It happened to me,' says Mr. Cumber- 
land, ' to be present and sitting next to Ad- 

* Lord Rodney died in May, 1792. 
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' miral Rodney at table, when the thought 
' seemed first to occur to him of breaking the 
' French line by passing through it in the 
' heat of action. It was at Lord George Ger- 

* maine's house at Stonelend, after dinner, 
' when, having asked a number of questions 
' about mancBUTring of columns and the 

* edect of charging with them in a line of in- 
' fantry, he proceeded to arrange a parcel of 

* cherry stones, which he had collected from 
' the table, and forming them as two fleets, 
' drawn up and opposed to each other, he at 
' once arrested our attention,' which had not 

* been yery generally engaged by his pre- 
' paratory inquiries, by declaring he was de- 
' termined so to pierce the enemy's line of 
' battle, (arranging his manceuvre at the same 

* time on the table,) if ever it was his fortune 

* to bring them to action. 

' 1 dare say this passed with some as mere 

* rhapsody, and all seemed to regard it as a 
' very perilous and doubtful experiment ; but 
' landsmen's doubts and difficulties made 
' no impression on the Admiral, who having 
' seized the idea, held it fast, and in his eager 

* animated way, went on mau«euvring his 
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' cherry stones, and throving the enemy's 
' representatives intd such utter confusion, 
f that already in possession of ^at victory in 
' imagination, which in reality he lived to 
' gain, he concluded his process by swearing 

* he would lay the French admiral's flag at 
' his sovereign's feet — a promise which he 

* actually pledged to his Majesty in his closet, 

* and faithfully and gloriously performed. 

* That he carried this projected manceuvre 

* into operation, and that the eflect of it was 

* successfully decisive, all die world knows. 

* My friend, Sir Charles Douglas, captain of 
' the fleet, confessed to me that he himself 
' had been adverse to the experiment, and, in 
' discussing it with the Admir^, had stated 
' his ol^ections : to these he got no other 

* answer but that " his counsel was not called 
' " for : he required obedience only — he did 
' " not want advice." Sir Charles tdso told 
' me, that whilst this project was in operation 

* (the battle then raging), his own attentioa 

* being occupied by the gallant defence made 
' by the Glorieux against the ships that wer« 

* pouring dieir fire into her, upon his crying' 
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* out, " Behold, Sir George, the Greeks aed 
' " Trojans contending for the body of Patyo'- 
' " clus ! " the Admiral, then pacing the d^k 
' in great agitation, finding the experiment of 
' the manoeuvre, which, in the instance .of.one 
' ship, had unavoidably miscarried, peevishly 
' exclaimed, " D — n the Greeks, and d-r-B 
' " the Trojans! I have other things to thiolc 
' " of." When, in a few ininutes after, thp 

* supporting ship having led through the 
' French line in a gallant style, turning with 
' a smile of joy to Sir Charles Dougl^, he 
' cried out, " Now, my dear friend, I am at 
' " the service of your Greeks and Trojans, 
' " and the whole of Homer's Iliad, or as 
' " much of. it as you please ; foi; the ejn^iay 

* " is in confusion, and our victory is secure-" 

' This anecdote, correctly as I relate it, I 
' had from that gallant officer, Sir Charles 
' Douglas, imtimely lost tO- his country, yiAoss 

* candour scorned to rob his Admiral of one leaf 
' of fas laurels; and who, disclaiming all share 

* in this manoeuvre, nay, confessing, be, bad 
' objected to it, did, in the most pointed and 

* decided terms, again and again repwt hif ho- 
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* noiiroMe attestations of the courage and con- 
' duct of his commandlDg officer on that me- 
' morable day.' 

In confirmation of the concluding para- 
graph of the forgoing anecdote, the addi- 
tional extract of a letter from Sir Gilbert 
Blane to the Editor, dated 28th November, 
] 829, is here submitted. 

' Sir Charles Douglas always, in so far as 
' I ever beard him speak on the subject, re- 
' jected all compliments to himself at the ex- 
' pense of Lord Rodney. This is, perhaps, 

* imprinted on my memory the deeper firom 
' what occurred after dinner one day at my 
' house, when one of the company compli- 
' mented Sir Charles on the superior share he 
' had in the great victory. Sir Charles an- 
' swered that he woxUd accept of no pompli- 
' ment at the expense of Lord Rodney ; and 
' added the words I allude to, namely, " to 
' " tell the person who told him so to keep 
' " his breath to cool his porridge." 

' I believe, nevertheless, if Lord Rodney 
' were now alive, he would have no hesitation 
Vol. 11. X 
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' in ea}dng that it was highly fortunate for 
* him to hare had abont him an officer Ko 
' gallant, intelligent, and energetic; and which 
' it is conceivable he might do, without any 
*- disparagement of hid own merits/ 



* FROM THE EARL OF SANDWICH. 

' Uertf(ml Street, H*; S6th, ITSil. 

* I told you last year ^at I was at a Iws to 
' find words to congratulate you upon your 
' repeated successes, and I perceive that you 
' are determined to lay me under fresh diffi- 

* culties upon that subject. Howerer, I bOpe 
' to have a public opportunity of mentioning 
' what I think of your merit, and of the ser- 
' vices you have done your country ; and I 
' will refer you to what you hear of my lui- 
' guage in Parliament concerning you, which 
' will be the best test of my sentiments Upon 
' your late and former glorious achietemente. 

' I need not speak my opinion, or that of 
' the nation, upon the very extraordinary mea- 
' sure of your recall . I believe those who have 
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* done it re|>ent most heartily of the measure, 

* but they know not how to retract, as Mr. 
' Pigot had sailed before their express to 

* Plymouth to Stop him could reach that port. 
' I have been informed that such an express 
' was sent an hour or two after Lord Cranstoun 
' arrired with the account of your victory*. 

' I cannot help thinking that the Adminis- 
' tration will be so pelted in Parliament, and 

* in the papers, for having superseded you, 
' that they will be forced to revoke their mea- 

' sure ; but, whatever happens in that respect, ■ 
' I am sure that your being recalled in the 
' height of your glory will be the most fortu- 
' nate event that ever happened to any one ; 

* for you will retire from service in the mo- 
' ment that your reputation is at the highest, 

• Extract irfa letter from Rymouth, May 19th, 1782:— 'At 
' two P.M. arrived at Lord Shuldham's office a King's messengec 
' frod Hid Admiralty, in twenty-eight hours, to stop .Admiral 
' Pigot. He also brought the glorious intelligence of the total 
' and glorious defeat of the, French fleet in the "West Indies by Sir 
' Oewge Rodney. The joy in every person's countenance on this 
' oocasion is better felt than expressed. The French officers who 
' were going home in & cartel could not conceive what the bustle 
' was occasioned by; and when acquainted with the news, shrugged 
■ up thnr *houlden, and, like true Frenchmen, said " it was im- 
' " possible that the whole British fleet could take the Ville de 
*"]?Mii."' 

xa 
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' and, by that means, you will put it out of 
'the. chance of war, or sinister events, to 
' lower your credit. 
' As to myself, you may be assured, that in 

* whatever situation you or I may hereaftgr 

* be, you will always find me invariable in my 
' attachment to you, and ready to prove my- 
' self, on all occasions, your firmest advocate 

* and most sincere friend.' 



' FBOM MISS BODNBY. 



' London, May 27th, 1782. 

* It is impossible to express how very happy 
' the late good news has made us all. We 

* are almost out of our senses with excessive 
' joy ; so is all London, and, indeed, all Eng- 
' land. Everybody thinks it is impossible to 
' do too much for you. Never was so glorious 

* a battle fought. 

' Lord Cranstoun ahd Captain Byron ar- 
' rived in town on the 18th instant, at two in 
' the morning. We did not hear the news till 

* eight o'clock, when mamma had a note from 
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' Lord Keppel, and another from Mr. Ste- 

* phens, to acquaint her with it. "We did not 
' get our letters till ten ; and very soon after, 

* Captain Byron came. In a very little time 

* after, all London was in an uproar; the whole 
' town was illuminated that night : we were at 
' the play. "When we went in, the whole house 
' testified, by their claps and huzzas, the joy 
' they felt at the news, and their love for you ; 
' their acclamations lasted for, I am sure, five 
' minutes. You may judge how happy we 
' were. 

' The day before yesterday Captain Cour- 
' tenay arrived. He fell in with Sir James 

* Wallace on his passage home, who gave him 
' the account of Sir Samuel Hood's having 
' taken two line-of-battle ships and a frigate. 

* I fancy it is destined we are to hear good 
' news every Saturday. 

' And now let me return you a thousand 
' thanks for your kindness in writing to Henny 
' and me when you were so hurried. We hope 
' soon to have the happiness of seeing you, 

* tin when I remain 

' Your affectionate daughter, 
'J. R.' 
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' FBOM THEl £AEI« OF SANPVICH. 

' Hertford Street, June 1st, 1T82. 

* My dear Lord, 

* You may be assured that I have great 
' pleasure in writing to you under that deno- 
' mination, though, as I have told you in my 
' letter of the 30th past, I do not think that 

* the honours conferred upon you are in any 
' degree commensurate with' your merit. I 
' think the torrent is now so high and so de- 
' servedly in your favour, that nothing can be 
' refused you ; and I imderstand that Mr. Fox 

* was forced to say, in the debate on Thursday 

* last, that if any of your family would say 
' you wished for an earldom, he should have 
' no objection to it*. 

' My friend Sir Francis Basset has given 
' notice, that he will on Wednesday next move 

* ' My own ancestor,' observed Lord Sandwich, ' tiad, far his 

* services, been made an Earl, and M^ter of the Wardrobe for 
' three lives ; and surely what Sir George Rodney had done at 
' least merited nn earldom, with an annuily of two or three thon- 
' sand pounds a year to be aanexed to it The last action alone of 
' Sir George deserved so much,'— Vide Debate in the House of 
lor^,%7thMay, 1782. 
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' for an income being settled on your peerage, 

* upon the ground of what I started in the 

* Hau»o of Lords : possibly that question may 
' be earned; but if not, be assured, that if on 

* the receipt of the news of your recall, yoU 

* press for the earldom, and the income an- 
' UQxed to your title, you will be sure of 

* auecess, 

' Accept this bint as it is meant, to prove 
' the truth and r^;anl with which I am, 
* Your most sincere friend, 



' P. S. I shall be glad to hear whether the 
' letter I wrote to congratulate you on your 
' victory, through the channel of the Admi- 

* ralty, and one of the 30th ultimo, by the 

* packet, inclosing a Morning Chronicle, ar$ 
' come to your hands.' 
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On the 22d of May, the thanks of both 
■ Houses of Parliament were voted to Sir George 
Ilodiiey, his officers and seamen, * for liieir 
' able and gallant conduct in the late most 
.' brilliant and decisive victory obtain^ over 
,';the French fleet in the West Indies,' and on 
the 19th of June, his Majesty was pleased to 
.-create him a peer of Great Britain. 

For the better support of this dignity, on 
.the motion of Sir FnuicisBassett*, the House 
of Commons voted him a pension of 2000/. 
frhis pension was, in the year 1793, settled on 
. the title for ever, and transferred to the Fnglish 
^tablishment ; and in ISOfiapensionof 1000^ 
per annum, Irish, was granted to his grandson 
for. his life, the present Lord, on the motion 
of Earl Grenville, who on this occasion paid ' 



* On the 27th of June, 1782, Sir Francis Bassett moved in the 
House of Commons, 'that an humble ttddress be presented to his 
' Majesty, humbly desiring that his Majesty will be graciously 
' pleased to nuke such a laating provision for Lord Rodney and 
* his family, as his Majesty in his wisdom and liberality shall think 
' fit, as a mark of the sense the nation enterttuns of the great and 
.'^orions services performed by that most gallant officer, and to 
' ^sure his Majesty that this house will make good the same.' 
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the following handsome tribute to the memory 
.of this distinguished admiral. 

His Lordship observed, ' That this proposal 

* was no encroachment upon the rigid prin- 
' ciples of public economy which this country, 
' und^ the present circumstances, was bound 
' to observe. On the contrary, it was of the 
' nature and essence of all public economy, 
' that it should never obstruct, but, on the 

. ' contrary, favour and promote the remunera- 

* tion of all vigorous and important services 
' rendered the country. 

* Of that description were the services ren- 
' dered to this country on various occasions 
*, by the illustrious Lord Rodney, more par- 
' ticularly on the memorable day of the 12th 

* of April, which none of our subsequent naval 
' triumphs could eclipse. 

' He had also to observe, that when the dis- 
' tinction of nobility was conferred upon any 
' man for such services, it could never be con- 
' ferred on better grounds. Such pecuniary 
' remuneration should accompany it, as would 
' enable the person holding that rank to sup- 

* port it with dignity and splendour. We 
' should venerate the memory and the services 

n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



5W HFB or MSP BOONEY. 

' of gr«at men in their immQdiate deieeA- 
' dants, and most remote posterity, 

Et noli n^rum. et qui m«oe|ititr ib illia. 

' England expected that on such trying 
' occasiouB every man shovld do bia duty ; 
* every man had a right to expect that when 
' he had done his duty, England would be 
' found to do hers.' 

The concluding part of Sir Geoi^ Rodney's 
letter to the Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons, on receiving the thank? of that assem- 
bly, was expressed with singular modeaty and 
neatness of language. 

' To fulfil the wishes, and execute the com- 
' mands of my sovereign,' said he, ' was my 
' duty ; to command a fleet so well appointed 
' both in officers and men, was my good for- 
' tune ; as by their undaunted spirit and 
' valour, under divine Providence, the glory of 
' that day was acquired.' 
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' r«ON I'ADY KDPNBY. 

' London, June, 1782.' 

* My dear Lord, 

' Let me congratulate you on that title, 

' though with the degree of it I am not quite 
' satisfied, because the nation is not. 

' Pray read with attention the Morning 
' Chronicles of the 23d, 28th, and 31st of 
' May, as they contain all the debates con- 
' ceming you. On Wednesday Sir Francis 

* Bassett will bring on his motion for two 

* thousand a year, to enable you to support 

' your title. Your old friend, —, seems 

' to be the most inveterate enemy you have ; 
' but even he says, that if you are not satis- 

* fied, his voice shall be in favour of your 

* receiving higher honours. Nothing could 

* be stronger than Lord Sandwich's speech. 

* His ancestor, he said, was a commoner, was 
' made immediately and at once an Earl for 
' his services, also master of the wardrobe, 
' and had a pension granted his family for 
' ever, of four thousand a year. He begs me 

* to inclose a letter for you. I was so unwell 
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' that it was 'not in my power to attend the 
' drawing-room last week, but I sent to Lor4 
' Aylesbury, who is chamberlain, to request 

* him to make my excuses for not paying my 
' duty to their Majesties on the distinction 
' they had conferred on you, relying upon his 
' goodness to put it in the proper terms, as I 
' did not'understand the etiquette necesSMy 
' on such an occasion. I received a very 
'.polite answer from his I^ordship, congra- 
'. ttriating us sincerely, and assuring me that 
Vhe. would take an early opportunity of 
' explaining to their Majesties the cause of 
' my non-appearance at court. 

' The girls are much better, but this dis- 

* order has been so severe, and so universal, 

* that the public places have been obliged to 
'be shut up. Our weather is so cold und 
'rainy, that it seems like December. I have 
"' nothing further to say, than that you en- 
' tirely possess the hearts and affections of 
' the English nation. Believe me ever, 

' &c. &c. &c. 

'H. R. 
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Sir George Rodney's Official Correspondence 
continued. 

* TO PHLUP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' Formidable, Port Rojral, 
' June 26th, 1782. 

'Sir, 

' I must desire you will please to ac- 
' quaint their Lordships, that during iqy 
' sickness, every diligence possible has been 
' used by Rear- Admiral Sir Samuel Hood in 

* refitting the fleet in g^aeral, which had 

* received much more damage ■ than was at 
' first imagined ; and it has been a miost 
'arduous task to refit them, owing to the 
'want of artifi.cerg, and the great inconve- 
' niences of the places where the stores are 
'.deposited, which occasions very great delay 
' and loss of time. 

. ' When twelve sail of the line were ready, 
' I detached them under the command of 
' Rear-Admiral Drake, in order to join Rear- 
' Admiral Rowley on the coast of Hispaniola, 
' and with a view to cut ofl" the communication 
' between Cape Francois and Port au Prince, 
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* at which place I had received information 

* that five sail of French, and two of Spaniih 
' ships of the line were arrived, in order to 
' convoy "the trade from that port to Cape 

* Fran9oi8, in attempting which I flattered 
' myself Mr. Rowley would have heen able 
' to hate intercepted them ; but since the, 
' sailing of the squadron under Rear-Admiral 
' Drake, the winds have continued to blow 
' unusually hard for this climate, without the 

* least variatioa day or night, with the addi- 

* tion of a strong sea current, and this day 
' three of them have been obliged to return 

* into port, with their masts dangerously 
' sprung. 

' On the 21st instant, the trade from Eng- 
' land arrived Under convoy of the Prestoti, 
' by which means a sufficient quantity of 
' provisions will be in store for a supply of the 
' fleet. I " have given directions to complete 
' to fotir months of all species, and for every 
' Captain to hold himself in momentary readi- 
' ness to proceed to sea ; and as the extreme 
' bad weather, which has continued for near 
' six weeks, has prevented the trading ships 
' from taking in their loading, I have consented 
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* to put oS the sailing of the coaToy till th6 
' 10th of July, on which day they are to 
' leave this port under the protection of the 
' Thole fleet, who will see ^em to the wind- 
' ward passage, if the weather will permit, 
' from whence they wUl proceed to Great 
' Britain, under the convoy of Rear-Admifal 

* Graves, in the Ramillies*, the six captured 
' French ships of the line, the Canada^ Mon- 
' tagu, Resolution, and several other ehips, 
' which may be proper to send to Great 

« The fate ri this oanToy ms disastrous and lunentable in ibt 
extreme. They encountered a dreadful gale of wind on the ] 7th 
df September, which continued with unab&ted violence till 
the 20th. 

The Ramillies, seventyfour guns, Admiral Grares's flag-ship, 
becune sucK a wreck, as to be obliged to be deserted. She was 
Mt on fire, and her officers and crew took refuge on board iome 
of the other vessels. The Centaur, serenty-fbur gubs, foundered. 
Her captain, and a few officers and sailors only saved. Two of 
tiM piilea, tiie Ville de Fans and the Glorieux, went to the 
bottotn with twelve hundred men. 

Numbers of the convoy foundered, and most of them lost their 
HAaU. 

The Canada weatheKd the gale, imd got safe to England. Tlu 
Hector, after having been attacked when in a disabled and 
almost sinking state, by two French ftigates, whom she gallanlly 
beat off, become a parfieet wreck, and wai abandoned. Her brave 
commander. Captain Bourctuer, was desperately wounded, but 
survived, and was afterward revrarded with the Lieuteuj^it-Gover- 
awdup of Qretnffioh Hoaintal. 
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' Britain to be repaired, but that must depend 
' on the force and condition in which I may 
' find the enemy, who, from the intelligence 
' I have received, and the condition of their 

* fleet, will, in my opinion, be under the ne- 
' cessity of returning to Europe, from their 
' want of stores and masts. 

' Their Lordships may rely upon my keep- 

* ing a watchful eye upon them, and that 

* nothing but the absolute safety of Jamaica, 
' and the enemy having a great force at St. 
' Domingo, shall induce me to suffer his Ma- 
' jesty's fleet under my command, to run the 
' risk of being exposed to the hurricane months 

* in these seas. 

' Had the troops expected arrived, Jamaica 
' would have been so much out of danger, that 

* I could have ventured to have left the island, 
' and, proceeding with the fleet under my 
' command, have stationed them in such a 
' manner out of the range of hurricanes, as 
' might have not only awed the whole coast 
' of America, but likewise intercepted the 
' enemy's fleet, had they attempted to have 
' sailed either for America or Europe ; but the 

* vast force of troops now at St. Domingo, with 
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'the conjnnct fleets, obliges me to be ex- 
' tremely attentive to their motions, to pre- 
' vent their taking post in any part of Ja- 
' maica. 
* Inclosed, I have the honour to send, for 

* their Lordship's inspection, the condition of 

* the enemy's fleet, as taken by Captain Mey- 
' rick, of his Majesty's ship Jason, a very 
< good and intelligent officer, whom I had 

* sent with a flag of truce to the Marquis de 

* Vandrieul, with his nephew, and which in- 
' tell^ence may be depended upon.' 



' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

■ Port Royal, July 10th, 1782. 
' I have received your letter of the 15th of 

* February, acquainting me that you are com- 
' manded by the Admiralty to desire I will 

* let them know the establishment of ofiicers 

* and men put upon the vessels named in the 
' margin* ; also the number and nature of 
' their guns : in reply to which, I have the 

* Ttn Rodiur, Qroi Islet^ u>d Heni7, 
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' honour to inform you, that the Rodney brig 

* was on the, establishment of a sloop of war 

* of fourteen guns, and was stationed in the 
' River Demerara, for the protection of that 
' colony, Essequibo, and Berbice, and was 
' one of the Teasels captured there at the sur- 
' render of the said colonies to the French. 

' The Gros Islet is an armed schooner, also 
' on the establishment of a sloop of war of 
' fourteen guns, and employed as a tender in 
' the fleet. Both purchased by me. 

' The Henry was an armed schooner of six 
' guns, stationed at Demerara, and captured 

* there ; purchased by Sir Samuel Hood.' 



* TO PHILIP STBFHENe, ESQ. 

' TarmiiaAle, Port Royal, 
' July 9th, 1788. 

* Since my despatches of the 26th June, you 
' will please to acquaint their Lordships, that 
' the squadron of ships I had detached, in 

* order to join Rear- Admiral Rowley on the 

* coast of St. Domingo, have been compelled 
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' to return into port, most of their masts 
' having sprung, owing to the very severe 

* weather, unusual in this climate, and strong 
' lee currents ; not one ship having been able 

* to get to windward on the coast of this 
' island even as far as Port Morant. 

* Mr. Rodney is likewise returned in the 
' London, with her foremast so much da- 

* maged as to require a new one. Every 

* exertion possible has been made to refit the 

* squadron ; and I have the pleasure to assure 

* their Lordships, that the whole fleet will, 

* in a very few days, be in a condition to pro- 
' ceed to sea, except the Ajax and Shrews- 

* bury, which are in so bad a condition, as to 

* require their being hove down before they 

* can cross the Atlantic, or proceed to Great 
' Britain. 

' The Shrewsbury's lower tier of guns I 
' have ordered to be carried to England in 
' the Ville de Paris, and the Ajax's lower tier 
' to be left on the works of Port Royal, for the 

* defence of that town. This will be a great 
' ease to these crazy ships on their passeige to 
' England, and enable them to perform their 

* voyage with more security, 

YS 
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' Rear-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, with his 
.' division, proceeds to sea to-morrow morning ; 

* Rear- Admiral Rowley, with his division, 
. ' soon after him, and I shall . follow myself, 

* with, the third diTisiou and the F:fench cap- 
' tured ships of war ; and, according as I may 
'find, or receive intelligence. of the dispo- 

* sition and situation of the .enemy, I shall 
' reinforce the strength of the convoy; or, if 
' occasion, proceed with the greatest part of 
' the fleet myself for their better protection, 
' sending with them to Great Britain such 
' shipa whose repairs may require their re- 
' turn home. 

' Their Lordships may imagine my concern 
'in not having received any despatches from 
' Great Britain since sailing from St. Lucie, 
' and no orders whatever relative to the great 
' and important fleet I have the honour to 
' command, whose situation in this climate, 
' and so near the hurricane months, they may 
' be sure gives me the utmost anxiety. At 

* all events I am determined (unless ordered 

* to the contrary) that his Majesty and the 

* nation shall not run the risk of almost half 

* the fleet of Britain experiencing d^truction. 
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' but that I shall proceed with the greatest 

* part to the coast of America, leaving such a 
' force linder the command of Rear-Admiral 
' Rowley as I may think- sufficient, during the 
' hurricane mouths ; directing him, in base 

* J^aica should he in much danger, to de- 

* spatch his largest and best-sailing frigates 
' with iiitell^ence to me or the commander- 
' in-chief for the time being in America, thai 
' speedy succours inay be sent for the pro^ 
'■ tection of that important island, and whicH 

* he may be sure of receiving. 

' I should have been glad to have received 
'particular dij-ections relative to my futiire 
' proceedings, and how I was to have acted ai 
' this important crisis ; but as I have received 
' none whatever, I have to hope that the mea- 
' siires I have proposed will meet with appro- 
' bation, as I have no view whatever but of 
' doing my duty to my King and coxmtry ac- 
' cording to the best of my judgment and 
' abilities.' 
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' FROM PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

< Admiralty-Office, Ma; lit, I7S3. 

* Sir, 

* Lord Viscount Keppel having signified 
' his Majesty's pleasure that Hugh Pigot; 

* Esq., Admiral of the Blue, be appointed t6 
' relieTe you in the command of his Maj^ty'^ 

* ships at Barbadoes and the Leewanl Islands,' 

* I am commanded by my Lords Commis- 
' sioners of the Admiralty to acquunt you 

* therewith^ and that he will immediately pto- 
' ceed thither for that purpose in his Ma- 

* jesty's ship the Jupiter. 

* I have (he honour to be, 
' &c. &c. 

' P. S.= 
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* TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

' Formidable, Fort Royal, 
' July loth, 1782. 

' Yesterday Sir Thomas Wallace arrived here 
' with his Majesty's ship Warrior and Flora 
' frigate. On the 5th instant, between Cape 
' Francois and the island of Tortuga, he fell 
' in with the combined fleets, consisting of 
* twenty-two sail of the line. According to 
' the report of an Englishman, taken in a 
' Danish yessel that came out of the Cape 
' with them, it was given out that they were 
' bound to Rhode Island ; but by their shap- 
' ing their course to leeward of Tortuga, I am 
' convinced they were going through the Ba- 
' h'ama passage for the Havannah, more espe- 
' ciaUy as they have left six sail at the Cape, 
'which, when repaired, are to convoy their 
' trade to Europe ; and as Admiral Pigot is 
' this morning arrived in his Majesty's ship 
' Jupiter, to whom I shall resign the com 
' mand of his Majesty's ships in these seas, 
' and purposes to go through the Gulph of 
' Florida, it will soon be ascertained, on pass- 



jM,Googtc 



328 LIFE OF LORD HODKET 

' ing the Hayannah, vfaether the enemy are 
' arrived there or gone to America. 

' In obedience to their Lordships' com- 
' mands, I shall return to Great Britain with 
' all despatch ; and I hope on my arrival, 

* either at Plymouth or Portsmouth, I shall 

* meet with their Lordships' leave, signified 

* by you, for my going to London. 

* I have the honour to be, 

* With great regard, 

' &c. &c. &c.' 



In this most ungracious manner was Rod- 
ney — the conqueror of De Grasse, the saviour 
of the West Indies and Jamaica, and the 
successful champion of his country's honour, 
superseded iu his conmiand by the new 
administration in England, who, from the 
day of their coming into power, namely, the 
19th of March till the Ist of May following, 
had neither honoured him with any notice, 
nor vouchsafed him any communication 
whatever, but what was contained in their 
peremptory mandate — " to strike his Jta^, aj^ 
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come home" notwithstanding he had so fre- 
quently and earnestly iutreated them to send 
him instructions as to the disposal of his fleet 
during the ensuing hurricane season. 

Conduct such as this, so unjust .to the 
gaUant individual whom it was meant to 
humble, was highly discreditable to the new 
government; but the transaction is upon 
record, and must ever meet with the re- 
probation of every real patriot who can 
appreciate great and glorious deeds, and 
prefer the interests of his country to the 
base and contemptible artifices' of faction, 
which dishonour human nature, too often 
betraying the most malignant and unworthy 



But it may be alleged, that the new. mi- 
nistry knew nothing of the action of the 12th 

• ' What is it," says Lord Rodney, in a letter addressed to a 
fnend in 17B7, ' What is it that party and faction cannot do ? It 

* has undone the greatest of nations ; and even England, when at 
f the height of her glory, has felt the itnhappy effects of her 
' own internal factions. These lost her America. These compelled 
■ her to make an ignominious peace! It was these Which put it 
' out of her povver to say to France, " You ihaii not make a har- 

* " (xmr on the coast qf the British Channel^' fbr if that harbour 
' (meaning Cherbourg) is completed, then the British Channel ii 
' no more I* . 
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of April, until it was too late to prevea^ 
Admiral Pigot's departure. Be it bo; but 
had they at that moment forgotten (what no 
Englishman had besides) that Sir Geoi^ 
Rodney had, since he first sailed from 
England, in the winter of 1779-80, captured 
a valuable Spanish convoy, shortly afterwards 
defeated and taken prisoner Langara and the 
greater part of his fleet, relieved Gibraltar 
and Minorca, and for two successive years, 
with a far inferior force, (the 12th of April 
excepted,) with unprecedented and indefati- 
gable zeal and ability, resisted, foiled, and 
beaten the combined enemies of bis country, 
besides capturing several valuable islands in 
the West Indies ; that, in spite .of storms, 
tempests, and unfavourable seasons, he had 
constantly kept the sea, vrith crippled and 
almost sinking ships, whilst the enemy hid 
themsdves in port ; and that, during the 
greater part of this period, he was enduring 
tortures from more than one painful malady I 
Oh, no ; these events were too recent and too 
fresh in every , person's mind, to have been 
then foigotten; nevertheless they sent to 
supersede him an officer of high cl^aracter 
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aa a captain, but then unknown to fame 
as a flag officer, at the very moment when 
he was proceeding with the fleet under his 
command, which he had, under every dig- 
advantage, refitted with incredible despatch 
and diligence, to resume offensire operations 
against the enemy. But this ill-advised 
measure, which was evidently intended to 
disgrace aqd humiliate him, completely failed 
in its object; for the stream of popularity, 
which bad long been flowing in Sir George's 
favour, on the news of his recall broke 
out into a torrent; and on his arrival in Eng- 
land, he vas received with an enthusifism 
that knew no bounds, and hailed as the 
deliv^er of his country ; and he bad the 
gratificatioQ of knowing that, to the latest 
hour of his life, the name of Rodney, and 
the memory of his services, were still en- 
shrined in the hearts of all patriotic and loyal 
Englishmen. 

There is reason to believe that Lord 
Keppel, who succeeded Lord Sandwich in 
the Admiralty, was strongly opposed to the 
recall of his friend, Sir Geoi^e Rodney, and 
remonstrated in warm terms against the 
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hieasure, threatening, if it were persisted in, 
to resign his new appointment, from which 
he was solely withheld by the fear of giving 
umbrage in a certain high quarter. 

Lord Rodney having embarked on board 
his Majesty's ship Jupiter, sailed fifom Port 
Royal Bay on the 22od of July, and, after a 
rough and tempestuous voyage, arrived in 
Kinsale harbour on the 7th of September^ 
whence he sailed on the I4th for England; 
but it blowing hard, he was obliged, the day 
following, to put into Cork harbour; He 
sailed from thence on the 19th ; but the gale 
still continuing, he steered for the Bristol 
Channel, and whilst at anchor off the Flat 
Holme, he addressed to the Admiralty the 
last letter he ever wrote afloat in the service 
of his country. 
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' TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

* Mojitagu,lE\tX Holme*, Bristol Channel^ 
* SepUmber 21st, 1782. 

' Sir, — I herewith transmit you, for the in- 
' spection of their Lordships, the original 
' sentences and minutes of several courts- 
' martial held at Jamaica since the last were 
' sent home.' 




* The V\At Holme is one of two 'conli^ous Islanda, situated in 
the Bristol Channel, about midway between the ports of Cardiff, in 
Glamorganshire, and Weston, in Somersetshire. They are called 
the High Holme, and the Flat Holme. On the latter island there 
b a light-house. They form together a striking and picturesque 
object from the opposite coasts ; but they are seen from no point of 
^ew to better advantage than from the high grounds of Ruperra, 
the present residence of the noble Admiral's grand-daughter, Mrs. 
Moi^an,' the lady of Charles, eldest son of Sir Charles Moi^n,. 
of Tredegar, in Monmouthshire. 

Hub handsome castellated mansion, the work of Inigo Jones, 
and noted for its loyal reception of King Charles the F^t, during 
the period that his army lay at Cardiff, in 1G45, looks directly down 
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Lord Rodney landed at Bristol on the ISth, 
amidst the acclamations of an immense mul- 
titude, who shewed him every demonstration 
of respect, gratitude, and admiration *. 
' His Lordship left Bristol the following 
morning f, and crossing the country, joined 

upon tha» blandi, commitndin^, at the ume time, tt most beau- 
tifiil and extenaive view of the Bristol Channel — of the Bomerset* 
shire aod Devonshire hiUs on the one side, and of the Monmouth- 
shire and Glamorganshire on the other. 

While contemplating from this elevated spot the Flat Holme 
Island, with reference to this last official communication of Lord 
Bodne;, how many interesting associations arise in the mind coo- 
nected vrith the incident of his sudden appearance and anchoring 
there in the autumn of 1782! 

In musing upon the probable scenes and evmts which occurred 
upon this heart- stirring occasion, what a Uvely picture presents 
itself to the ima^nation ! Fancy punts in idea a thousand vivid 
images, which are more easily conceived than described. 

■ See Appendix. 
, t' On Lord Rodney's arrival at Bristol, he took Up hi* quarters 
at the Bush Tavem, where himself and his suit« wer^ entertained 
in the most sumptuous style. The next day, on his Lordship 
inquiring for his bill, the patriotio landlord readied. ' Your Lord- 
' ship forgets that you paid it l>eforehand, on the 13th of April.' 
Two days afterwurda, when the noble admiral had got into his 
carriage, to be driven to Bath, he b^ged to be conveyed thither 
as expeditiously as possible. The person who rode the leaders 
instantly turned rounds and taking out his watch (when his Lord- 
ship immediately recognised Mr. Weeka in the dress of a posti- 
lion), ' as your Lordship said to the governor of St. Eustatius, on 
' demuiding his c^itulation, "In an hour, mp Lord, and not a 
' " moment longer;" and Mr. Weeks was as good as his word. 
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his family at Furbrook, near Portsmouth, the 
'same evening. 

Lord Rodney had long felt an anxious 
desire to acknowledge the obligations he was 
under to Sir Francis Bassett for his very kind 
and active exertions in parliament in his be- 
half; he having, in the month of June, moved 
in the House of Commons, that a pension of 
2000/. per annum should be settled upon his 
Lordship, to enable him to maintain the dig- 
nity of his well-earned title. 



'to sir FRANCIS BASSETT. 

* Hertford Street, Oct. 1st, 1783. 

* I had flattered myself that, on my arrival in 

* England, I should have been enabled to 
' have made that port where I could imme- 
' diately have paid my personid respects to 

* you ; but the severe equinoctial gales pre- 
' vented my arrival at Falmouth or Plymouth, 

* and, by obliging me to put into the channel 

* of Bristol, deprived me of the heartfelt satis- 
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' faction of thanking in person the mah to 
' whom both myself and family must ever 

* acknowledge the highest obligation. 

' Beliere me; Sir, when I most solemnly 
' assure you that I find myself incapable of 
' expressing how much I think mysdf 

* honoured by the real friendship you have 
' manifested towards me and my family, — a 
' debt both myself and my posterity must for 
' ever acknowledge to be due to Sir Francis 
' Bassett, and to his descendants. 

* But, Sir, what greatly adds to my honour 

* in the eyes of the nation, is, that an inde- 
' pendent member of parliament, personally 

* unknown to me, should, from motives of 

* national generosity, endeavour to raise my 

* family 'to bpiulence, in order to support that 
' dignity bestowed upon it by the- best of 
' sovereigns. This, Sir, is my pride, and must 

* be that of my posterity, that the national 

* gift entailed upon them was owing to the 
' generous efforts of a great and independent 

* individual. 

' The moment I shall hear of your arrival 
' in town, I will avail myself of the opportu- 
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' nity of paying my personal respects, and I 
' beg you will permit me to assure you that I 
* am, with the highest sense of the obligation 
' due to, you, with real truth and sincerity, 
' Sir, your faithful, 

' &c. &c. &c.' 



liOrd Rodney proceeded to London in the 
end of September, in the anxious hope of 
meeting with Lord Sandwich, that he might 
thank him in person for all the friendly ser- 
vices and unremitting kindnesses he had' 
rendered him, both privately and officially, 
during the whole period of his absence in the 
service of his country ; but he had the mor- 
tification to find that Lord Sandwich had 
gone to Hinchinbroke the day preceding his 
arrival. ' 
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* FBOH THE EAKL OF SANDWICH. 

' ' HiDduiibnAe. Oct. Suit 1782, 

* My dear Lord, 

* I am moBt exceedingly obliged to yon, and 

* flattered by yonr very kind and friendly 
' letter, and was mucb mortified that I was 
'obliged to leave London before I had an 
' oj^Kirtumty of congratulating yon in person, 
' upon the great and repeated services you 

* have done your country, and upon the marks 
' you have received of the king's favour, 
' which, however, I shall always think greatly 
' inadequate to your just pretensions. 

' I want much to see you, and will not fail 
' to endeavour to learn when we can be likely 

* to meet, on which subject I can at present 
' say nothing precise, as I do not know how 
' long I shall be obliged to stay at this place, 
' which, however, I do not believe will be more 
' than ten days longer. As soon as I return 
' to town I will trouble you with another letter, 
< in order to know when I may be able to shake 
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' you by the hand, and to assure you that,, in 
' all times and situations, you will find me 
• unalterably 

* Your sinc^e fiiend.' 



* FROM THE EARL OF SANDWICH. 

* Hertford Street, 0<^ I6II1. 1782. 

* When I wrote to you the other day it ran in 

* my head that the King's accession to the 

* crown was a gala-day at Court, when every 

* body that was within reach usually attended ; 
' but I find on inquiiy that that day is pot 

* celebrated more than any other, or appear- 

* ance in the drawing-room expected more 
' than on a common day; therefore I shall 
' wait till I hear whether any of your own 

* business will bring you to town within the 
' next ten days ; for if not, I will contrive 

* some means of seeing you before I retuum to 

* Hinchinbroke. 

' I am ever, 
* &c. &ci &a. 
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' FROM THE EARL OF SANDWICH. 

' Hertford Street, Oct 28tli, 1782. 

* I thought myself yery unlucky in having 
' missed you the day after I had the pleasure 

* of paying my respects to you ; but as I find 

* you haTC pursued your resolution of retiring 
' into the country, I conclude that the state 
' of your political business remains just as 
-' when I saw you. 

- I have now only to remind you of the 
f hopes you gave me that I should have the 
' honour of seeing you at Hinchinbroke, where 
' we shall have full leisure to talk over the 
' aflfairs of the world, when I flatter myself I 

* shall be able to give you some information 
' that ma,y be serviceable to you. 

' I shall set out for Hinchinbroke on Friday 
^ next, and shall stay there ten days ; you will 
' therefore allow me to build upon the flatter- 
' ing hopes you gave me that I should see you 
' under my roof. The more time you can allot 

* to me, the more I shall be obliged to you ; 
^ and I am very sure that it will raise the 
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* spirits- of our whole neighbourhood to see a 

* pereon among them to ■whom this kingdom 
' has more obligations than to any other man 
' living, I believe I might have said that had 
' ever lived before. 

' I am, 

• &c. &c. &c.' 



' FROM THE EARL OF SANDWICH* 

< Hertford Street, Oct. 2dth, 1792. 

' Though I know you to be a man of your 

* word, I cannot help troubling you with a 

* second letter, to tell you how much I shall 
' be mortified imless I have the pleasure of 
' receiving you at Hinchinbroke before my 
' return to town. 

' I have this day received a letter from the 

* Mayor of Huntingdon, which tells me that 
' the neighbourhood is in the highest expecta- 
' tion of seeing a person to whom they owe so 
' much, and it would grieve me exceedingly 
' if they were disappointed.' 
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The sentiments of eateem and good-irill 
expressed by the noble earl in the for^oii^ 
letters were reciprocal on the part of Lord 
Rodney; and these two distinguished noble- 
men lived thenceforth in habits of the strictest 
friendship and regard, until death separated 
them — the Earl of Sandwich dying on the 
30th of April, 1792, and his friend surviving 
him but twenty-four days. 

Not long after Lord Rodney's arrival in 
England the situation of physician to St. 
Thomas's Hospital became vacant, when his 
Lordship, availing himself of the popularity 
he enjoyed throughout the whole kingdom, 
immediately addressed a letter to Mr. Bel- 
cher, one of the principal persons of that 
establishment, in behalf of his old friend and 
companion, Doctor, now Sir Gilbert, Blane, 
who was inmiediately, and without hesitation, 
elected to that important office*. 

t * TioM waa in the year 17SS. 
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« T0 BELCHES, ESQ. 

* I heartUy wish that Dr. Gilbert Blane may 

* succeed as one of the physicians of St. 

* Thomas's Hospital. His great merit, and 
' the gratitude the nation owe him for his 
' care, attention, and assiduity, and the pre- 
' serration of those of the fleet I commanded, 
' proved that care and attention were only 
' wanting, and a physician of great abilities, 
' to make the climate of the West Indies as 

* healthy as that of Europe *. 

' Britain owes this proof to Doctor Blane, 
' for to his knowledge and attention it was 
' owing, that the English fleet was, notwith- 

* standing the excessive fatigue and constant 

• ITie healthy state of Sir George Rodney's fleet on the 1st of 
AprQ, 1782, was most extraordinary and unprecedented. In some 
of the ships there was not a man that could not come to his 
quarters. The most healthy were either those which had heen 
seasoned to the ehmate — such as the Ajax, in which there was 
not a single sick man, — or those which had recently arrived from 
England — such as the Formidable, in which there were only two 
on tbs nek list. 

For some very interesting particulars, contwned in a table of 
the health of this fleet, vide Sir 6. Bi.Ahe'3 Ditsa-laHow on 
Xedioai SeietKe, page B6. 
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' service, in a condition always to attack and' 

* defeat the public enemy. In my own ship, 
' the Formidable, out of nine hundred men, 

* not one was buried in six months. 

' May I beg you will make,, with my best 

* respects to the GoTemor, my most earnest 

* request in behalf of Doctor Blane.' 



' TO PHILIP STEPHENS,. ESQ. 

' London, December I5th, 1783. 

* It is. with concern that I am informed by 
' Captain Perkins, that the commission I 

' gave him for his Majesty's schooner En- 
' deaTOur has not been confinned, owing to 
' the neglect of my secretary in not having 
' sent the letter I signed, and ordered him to 
' transmit to the Admiralty Board, with my 
' reasons for appointing that officer a master 
' and commander. 

* I must therefore desire you will please to 
' represent to their Lordships, that on my 
' arrival at Jamaica, I found Mr. Perkins 
* lieutenant and commander of the Endeavow' 
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' echooner — that he bore an excellent cha- 

* racter, and had done great sendee; that I 
' employed him in reconnoitring the enemy's 
' fleet at Cape Francois, and to get intelli- 
' gence, which service he performed greatly 
' to my satisfaction, and afterwards attacked 
' and took a French sloop of war much 
' superior to his own schooner, both in guns 
*■ and men, and foil of French officers, that I 

* thought it my duty, and to stimulate other 
' officers to the like acts of gallantry, to 
' appoint him a master and commander, 
' putting the schooner on the footing of a 

* sloop of war upon the smallest establish- 
' ment. 

' I beg you will please to lay this statement 
' before their Lordships, and to assure them 
' that I had no other view whatever in this 
' transaction, than the encouraging a brave 

* officer who had so conspicuously done his 
' duty. 

* I am, Sir, with real regard, 

' &c. &c. &c.' 
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Towards the close of this year, Lord Rod- 
ney had the infinite gratification of witnessmg 
the happy effects of his long continued ex- 
ertions, and repeated successes against the 
comhined enemies of his country, who, dis- 
pirited by their late losses and disappoint- 
ments, had now evinced an inclination to 
open a negociation for a general peace. 

The French navy had been so effectually 
crippled and reduced by the decisive victory 
of the 12th of April, as to be no longer in a 
condition to contest with Great Britain the 
empire of the seas. Spain was completely 
disabled and disheartened by the signal de- 
feats of their Admirals. Langara and MorenO 
by Rodney and Elliot ; and the enei^ies of 
the Dutch had been so entirely paralysed at 
the commencement of the war by the blow 
they received at St. Eustatius, that their 
exertions in the common cause were compa:- 
ratively trifling, and they now despaired of 
reaping any advantage from a continuance of 
the struggle. 

A disposition for a general pacification 
having accordingly been declared by the 
belligerent powers, Mr. Fitzherbert, the 
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British minister at Brussels, was ordered to 
proceed to Paris, being appointed plenipo- 
tentiary to negociate and conclude a treaty of 
peace with the ministers of France, Spain, 
and Holland. Mr. Oswald, a merchant, was 
likewise despatched to the same place, as 
commissioner from his Britannic Majesty, 
to treat with John Adams, Benjamin Frank- 
lin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens, who were 
appointed commissioners on the part of the 
United States of America for the same 
purpose. 

The preliminaries of a peace, so welcome 
and acceptable to all the contending powers, 
were signed> on the 20th of January, 1783. 
On this peace, however, Lord North's famous 
motion of disapprobation was brought into 
the House of Commons, and in consequence 
of his Lordship's coalition with Mr. Fox, a 
change of administration took place, Lord 
North and Mr. Fox becoming joint secretaries 
of state ; but its existence was of short dura- 
tion, for Mr. Fox's introduction of his East 
India Bill produced its downfal on the 9th of 
December following. Lord Rodney's friends 
then came into power, and his Majesty com< 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



348 LIF£ or tOROr RODMEV. 

hiitted the helm of state to the hands of Mr'^ 
Pitt, which he continued to direct, with little 
intermission, until the day of his death— the 
23d of January, 1806. 

In the year 1787, Lord Rodney made a 
tender of his services to his Majesty, in a 
letter addressed to Mr. Pitt. 



' TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE WILLIAM PITT. 
* Bath, September S7th, 1787. 

* As a fit of the gout prevents my appearance 
' in the Royal presence, and as I have ever 
*■ looked upon it as the duty of every military 
' officer to' tender his service, and implicitly 
' obey the commands of his Sovereign, when 
'■signified by his ministers, it more particu-- 
' larly behoves me, who have^ received such 
' conspicuous marks of Ms royal goodness, to 

* request. Sir, that you will be so^ obliging to 
' lay me at his royal feet, and to assuire him 
'■ that neither age nor infirmities shall ever 
' make me decline- obeying his royal com- 
' mands, whenever he- shall think my service-' 
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' may be advantageous to himself or the 

* State. 

* I. have the iionoiu to be, with truth and 

• sincerity, and the highest respect, 

' Sir, &c. &c. &c., 

' G. B. R.' 



' FROM THE RIGHT HONOURABLE WILLIAM 
' PITT. 

' Downing Street, 
' November 3rd, 1787. 

' I am much ashamed at having omitted, in 

* the huny and multiplicity of business, to 
' acknowledge the letter which your Lordship, 
' honoured me with some time since, I did. 
' not, however, fail to lay the contents before 
' his Majesty, who received in the most gra-. 
' cious manner this fresh proof of your 
' Lordship's continued zeal for his Majesty's 
' service, which has on so many occasions had 

* the benefit of your Lordship's distinguished 

* and successful exertions, 

' Allow me to add the. assurances, of the! 
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* respect and r^ard with which I have the 

* honour to be, my ILord, 

* Your Lordship's most obedient - 
* and faithful servant. 



From the period of Lord Rodney's return 
home, in 1782, he lived principally in retire- 
ment with his family in the country, taking 
little part in politics until tfae session of par- 
liament in the winter of 1788-9, when his 
Lordship, in conjunction with their Royal 
Highnesses the late Duke of York and the 
Duke of Clarence, and other noble peers, 
signed the protest against the resolutions of 
the Lords and G)mmon8, presented to the 
Prince of Wales on the 30th of January, 
1789, which resolutions had for their object 
the limitation of the powers to be granted 
him for the administration of the Regency <h) 
that most calaioitous occasion. 
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* TO THE EARL OF CHATHAM. 

' liondon, March ISOi, 1TS9. 

*Mj son, Cftptaia Rodney*, who had the 
*- honour of Taiting upon you yesterday, and 
' to whom you had been bo obligiag to pro- 
' mise a guardship at Portsmouth, informs me 
' that he is likely to foe deprired of that fa- 
'. vour, owing to the part I have lately taken 

* in parliament by supporting the royal au- 
' thority, which I thought was in danger, but 
' thank God, is again restored with the health 

* of the king, which I hope he will long con- 

* tinue to enjoy, and England never feel f^ain 
' the dreadful crisis she lately experienced. 

' I was bred, my Lord, a royalist. My 

* heart and my family are firmly attached to 

* the house of Hanover and the constitution of 
' the State as settled at the revolution. I 

* have ever endeavoured to prove myself a 

• It b proper to state, that Captun John Rodney was ^pointed 
to the Quebec frigate on the 2d of October, 1790, and to the 
Amerin Mj'gaa ihip on the sotii of Apiil, 17S3, 
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* faithiiil servant to the King and State, and 
' I may venture to call upon your Lordship to 

* prove, that when entrusted with high autho- 
' rity, I did not suffer my miad to be warped 

* by party prejudices ; and though I then 
*■ knew that your X>ordship and all your con-* 

* nexious were in strong oppositicm to Admi- 

* nistration, I risked the resentment of that 

* Administration by promoting your brother 
' (the son of that great man whose memory 
' will ever be dear to this country) to a com- 
' mand, and was on the point of adding 

* thereto by a post ship, when his death de- 
' prived me of the pleasure of rewarding him 

* agreeably to his merits. 

' Could I then, my Lord, have imagined, 
' that on a future day my conduct in paiiia- 
' liament upon a point the most interesting 
' to the nation, and upon which the greatest 
' men of the kingdom were divided in opinion, 
'should be made an object of resentment 
' against me or any of my family, and by that' 
' very great minister's eldest son ? 

* I have, my Lord, always endeavoured :to, 
'show you every mark of my iriendshipv . 
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'and am sorry. you have withdrawn- yoiir's 
' from me. 

' I have the honour to be, 

' Your Lordship's 
' Most obedient, 
' &c., &c., &c., 
' G. B. R.' 



Upon the circumstance alluded to in the 
preceding letter, the Editor will oflfer no com- 
ment. Unacquainted as he is with the nice 
machinery and secret springs of politics, he 
feels' himself incompetent to the task of rea- 
soning upon so critical and delicate a subject 
as the inquiry which naturally here presents 
itself, viz., whether the withholding employ- 
ment (which too had been previously pro- 
mised him) &om a son of Rodney — a son who 
had performed his duty zealously and gal- 
lantly under his father's flag during the late 
war, was a, justifiable measure on the part of . 
administration ? 

He wiU therefore content himself With 
citing -the opinions of the immortal Nelson 
on that liiost important question, as to ' what 

Vot. II. a A 
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' claims the descendants of eminent and 
' distinguished commanders had upon their 
' country's favour and protection.' 

That great admiral's biographer, in the 
most interesting work erer presented to the 
public, thus expresses himself: — 

' The love which he (Nelson) bore the navy 
' made him promote the interests, and honour 

* the memory of all who had added to its 
' glories. " The near relations of brother 
' " officers," he said, " he considered as 
' " l^acies to the service." Upon mention 
' being made to him of a son of Rodney, by 
' the Duke of Clarence, his reply was : " I 
' " agree with your Royal Highness most 
' " entirely, that the son of a Rpdnof ought to 
' " be the protege of every person in the kingdom, 
' ** and particularly of the sea officers. Had 

* " I known that there had been this claimant, 
' " some of my own lieutenants must havs 
' " given way to such a name, and he should 
' " have been placed in the Victory. She is 
' " fiiU, and I have twenty on my list ; but 

* " whatevet numbers I have, the name of 

* " Rodney must cut many of them out." ■ 

' Such,' continues Mr. Southey, ' was tha 
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* proper sense which Nelson felt of what was 
' due to splendid services, and illustrious 
' names.' 

The letter* which follows, the last of the 
series selected for publication in these vo- 
lumes, cannot fail to exalt the name and cha- 
racter of Lord Rodney in the estimation of 
every reader ; and the sentiments throughout 
expressed are worthy of being treasured in 
the breast of all those who are intrusted by 
their Sovereign with offices of authority and 
responsibility. 



* Above all things, keep up the dignity of the 
' Board, and never suffer the inferior Boards 
' to presume to dictate in any point what- 
' ever, which they all attempt to do, and re- 
' toonstrate, instead of obeying its commands; 
' but never suffer it, nor any Admiral or Cap- 
' tain, to dare to dispute or disobey the orders 

• This letter is headed * ObservationB and Sentiments reccm- 
mended to the perusal of a Friend (not a seaman), placed at the 
head of Naval Afflurs,' supposed to be addi^saed to the Eari of 
ChBlham. 

2 A 2 
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' or commands issued from the office of the 
' Lord High Admiral. 

' The Navy Board, in particular, have ever 
' been ambitious Of rendering themselves an 
' independent Board. They have not yet 
' carried their point, and, I hope, never will. 
' The Board of Admiralty is responsible to 
' the King and State for the well-governing, 
* and prosperity of all naval affairs, liable 
' and amenable only to Parliament for their 
' conduct. Of course, all the subordinate 
' Boards should be under their contt"ol, and 
' implicitly obey their commands. 

' Make it a rule, that the Navy Board, who 
' have the direction of building, repairing, 
' and fitting the navy of Britain, and con- 
' trading for all stores, lay before the Admi- 
' ralty, once or twice in the year, the true 
' state and condition of every ship and vessel 
' belonging to the state, and particularly to 
' mark such ships of every class, in every 
' port, as are in a condition to be commis- 
' sioned on any emergency. 

' My reason for this is, that the Admiralty 
' will then always have it in their pow^ to 
* commission such ships of any class or rate 
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' they may think most proper, without refer- 
' ring to the Navy Board, and giving that 
' Board the patronage vrhich ought to he in 
' the Admiralty. 

' My meaning for this suggestion is, that > 
' the Navy Board, from favour to some purser, 
' carpenter, or other standing warrant officers, 
' or through the partiality of a surveyor of the 
' Navy, will recommend the ships of some 
' friend of theirs, or of some ship he has con- 
' structed, or built, in preference to others. 
' Never suiFer it. Keep all patronage in the 
' Admiralty. All officers, of every rank, will 

* then look up to that Board, on which they 
' ought only to depend. 

' I come now to a very serious part, which 

* is, the attention to be paid to officers in 
' general. For God's sake, never suffer your 
' mind to be prejudiced against any officer, 
' till you are perfectly assured of his real 
' character, and be upon your guard against 
' such as may attempt to traduce a brother 
' officer behind his back. 

' Be cautious how you take the character 

* of one officer from another, or believe any 
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' thing ill of, orto his prejudice, unless several 
'join in the report of his ill-conduct. 

' Sea officers in general are too apt to be 
' censorious*. It is their misfortune to know 
' little of the world, and to be bred in sea-port 
' towns, where they keep company with few 
' but themselves. This makes them so tio- 
' lent in party, so partial to those that have 
' sailed with them, and so grossly unjust to 
' others. Do them justice, and make them 
' do their duty. 

' Pray be upon your guard how you make 
' any promises. Your own good sense and 
' natural politeness will, I am sure, gain the 
' hearts of the sea officers in general. Suffer 



• No person upon earth had greater cause lo deprecate Uiis 
base passion ttian Lord Rodney, for no commander had ever l)eea 
more obnoxious to it than himself, especially during the latter 
years of his services ; but though he could Jook with contempt 
Upon his defaraer, he was not unconscious of ttie baneful effects 
of detraction, and of its silent, insidious operation on the public 
mind. But what would have been his chagrin and vexation, had 
he Iwen aware, that a brother officer, of whose cliaracter he enter- 
tained the highest opinion, in whose coutage and profesrional 
conduct he greatly confided, and whose friendship he valued, took 
every occasion to malign him in letters addressed to a person of 
high distinction at home, proceeding even so &r as to undermine 
his reputation by artful insinualjons, affecting his conduct both 
in and after the glorious battle of the 1 2th of April. 
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* no Admiral, or any other person, to deprive 
' you of their affection. Be yourself their 

* patron, and convince them that you have 
' no partiality but for such as do their duty 

* to their King and country, and whose minda 
' are unwarped by faction. This will give you 
' the good-will of all honest and meritorious 
' officers, and put it out of the power of envy 
' and malice to traduce you. 

' Give me now leave to present to you my 
' sentiments iipon what appears to me the 
' most expeditious way of manning a fleet 
' upon any sudden emergency ; for though, 
' in all appearance, peace seems to be esta- 

* blished ; yet the northern powers arming, 

* and the French still going on with the 

* works at Cherboui^, Britain may be called 
' upon, and ought to be upon her guard, and 

* be enabled to man her fleet, to prevent any 
' sudden attack from her insidious neighbours. 

* It is well known the difficulty and 
' amazing expense attending sudden arma- 

* ments in tenders, rendezvous, &c. &c. 

' I could therefore wish the good old rule 

* that I remember in my younger days was 

* BOW followed, viz., that frigates wctc sta- 
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' tioaed in time of peace round the coasts of 

* Britain and Ireland, and each had her 
' allotted port, where she would be sure of 
'being manned with volunteers, our young 
' officers kept to their duty, their seamen and 
' ofl^cership, acquainted with their own coast 
' to .protect the fishery, , and prevent smug- 
' gling, and be ever ready to obey any orders 
' they might receive from the Admiralty for 
' raising more seamen. An express could be 
' sent to every port where these frigates 
' might be stationed, particularly ^ on the 

* northern coast of Bngland or Scotland, and 
' to those stationed on the western coast and 
' Ireland, and the British Channel, to break 

* out a press on a particular day or hour. 
' Thousands of seamen might be thus raised, 
'sooner than hundreds are in the present 
' mode. 

'And half the volunteer seamen of, such 
' frigates might be dischai^ed on board the 

* !ine-of-battle ships newly commissioned. 
' These, with the marines and land's-men, 
' would soon fit the ships .in the harbour, and 
' prevent the pressed men from going on 

* shore, or deserting ; and we should soon 
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' see them at Spithead, Plymouth Somid or 
' the Nore, ready to defend our own coasts, 
* or to attack those of the enemy.' 



During many of the latter years of his 
life. Lord Rodney had suflfered severely 
from attacks of gout, . which, . as he ad< 
vanced in years, increased in frequency and 
violence. 

In a letter of a friend of the noble Admiral, 
dated * Bath, June 5th, 1792,' He thus writes 
of him : — 

' The extreme pain both of body and mind 
' which his Lordship suffered during the last 
' lustre of his life, reconciles me, however, to 
' his death. That he was himself reconciled 
' to it, the following extract from a letter of 
' his Lordship, now before me, will evince. 

' " I have at last been able to get down 
' " stairs ; but I find myself so very weak, 
' " after the severe fit of sickness I have 
' ", lately undergone, and my spirits so low, 
' " as to convince me that my hour-glass is 
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' " almost run out ; but it is what I muat €X- 
* " pect from my years and infirmities : how- 
' " ever, I have no cause to complain on that 
' " score, as my days have been multiplied 
' " beyond what I imagined, or my constitution 
' " promised. I am therefore contented, and 
' " must bear with patience and resignation 
' " the lot of human nature. Adieu, and be- 
' " lieve me your very sincere friend. 

* " Rodney.'" 



Early in the year 1792, whilst on a visit to 
his son, Colonel Rodney*, in London, he was 
attacked with repeated paroxysms of this 
painful malady, which however had uniformly 
yielded to the remedies prescribed by Sir 
Walter Farquhar, the friend and medical 
attendant of the family ; but on the night 
of the 23d of May he was suddenly seiied 
with spasms ia his stomach ; and when 
Sir Walter Farquhar, who came immediately 
to him, arrived, he found him in a state of 
insensibility. After some little time his 

• Colonel Rodney was then residing at the corner house of 
GsnoTer Square and Piinceu Street, now occupied ai an hotel 
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Lordship appeared to recover himself, when 
Sir Walter said to him, ' I hope, my dear 
Lord, you feel yourself better ?' 

' I am rery ill indeed,' replied his Lord- 
ship ; when, sinking back upon bis pillow, 
he expired without a sigh or a struggle, in 
the 74th year of his age, having been in the 
navy sixty-two years, and upwards of fifty 
years in commission, a period of active service 
perhaps unprecedented in the naval annals 
of his country. 

It would be superfluous, in this place, to 
offer any lengthened observations upon the 
character and actions of this celebrated com- 
mander and truly great man, since the reader 
will best be able to form an opinion of them 
from a perusal of the preceding pages. To 
state that he did not pass through a long and 
active public life without becoming occa- 
sidnally the object of attack and censure, is 
but to say that he was successful and emineut ; 
■ but his political enemies, as soon as their 
immediate design bad been attained, did not 
hesitate to bestow upon him the highest 
eulogiums, and his services, at a time when the 
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naval renown of this nation was beginning to 
decline, and the desponding spirits of many 
of his countrymen considered its revival as 
hopeless, must ever awaken in the truly 
British mind sentiments .of gratitude, vene- 
ration; and affection. However the splen- 
dour of more recent events may have tended 
to eclipse the actions of this great naval 
oflScer in the eyes of the present generation, 
let it never be forgotten, that his skill and 
resolution, contending with, and overcoming 
obstacles, of which, in these days of improved 
and strict discipline, the modem commander 
can form no conception, set an example, and 
roused a spirit which has led the way to the 
proudest triumphs of the British navy. 

Other commanders may have gained more 
victories, but be it remembered that whenever 
Rodney fought an enemy, and his officers did 
their duty, he conquered. 

Notwithstanding a long career, attended 
with such splendid and successfiil achieve- 
ments as might have been supposed adequate 
to have placed Lord Rodney in easy, and 
indeed affluent, circumstances, it must be 
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recorded that he died poor ; but so did 
Aristides.. 

It has been alleged (it is to be feared with 
too much truth), that those in high command 
in foreign stations, by sea arid land, have not 
always acquired the wealth of which they 
were proved to be possessed, through the 
purest means. The great Marlborough him- 
self was not altogether clear of a suspicion of 
underhand dealings with commissaries. It 
will, indeed, be inTidious to probe to the quick 
the methods by which eminent characters, in 
our own times, have accumulated fortunies' by 
practices allied to tiiis. The West Indies 
have not been so much the scene of pecula- 
tion and public robbery as the other hemi- 
sphere, though not entirely free from similar 
imputations. The fortunes made by com- 
manders have been chiefly made by prize- 
money. 

It has been seen, in the course of this work, 
that Lord Rodney, so far from being a gainer, 
had been a loser from this source ; and he was 
frequently heard by his friends and those 
about him to descant on the superior enormity 
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of public frauds, abuses, and robberies, above 
private delinqueacies, inasmuch as the public 
bad aot the same facility of defending itself 
against them, which gave an additional moral 
turpitude in their perpetration. He therefore 
not only kept clear of all direct lucre himself, 
but, as far as was possible, watched the pro- 
ceedings of others in the unavoidable pecu- 
niary dealings of those who supplied or coUt 
tracted for the necessary provision of the 
fleet. 

The consequence of all that has been said 
was, that Lord Rodney died in an honourable 
poverty, more enviable than all the gratifica- 
tions derivable irom the utmost affluence 
dishonourably acquired. 

No less multiplied than vexatious were the 
law-suits against which Lord Rodney had to 
defend himself in the last ten years of his 
life, by which his private fortune was greatly 
impaired. 

From the following authentic statement, 
which was published in January 1787, of the 
law proceedings in the Admiralty Courts, on 
the capture of St. Eustatius, some idea, may 
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be formed of the difficulties and embarrasB- 
meots to which the captors of that island were 
exposed. 

' General Vaughan (this statement sets 
' forth)> as commander-in-chief of the army, 

* and Lord Rodney of the fleet, upon the sur- 

* render of St. Eustatius, respectively ap- 
' pointed agents to dispose of the captured 
' property. The departments of these gen- 
' tlemeu were confined to the West Indies, 
' and prize-i^ents in England were also ap- 
' pointed by the said commanders-in-chief, 

* In the course of the proceedings of the St. 
' Eustatius prizes, no less than, sixty-four 
' claims appeared ; and to an amount, as 
' stated in such claims, far exceeding the 

* whole of the captured property. The claims 
' were made in the Admiralty, yet the claim- 
' ants fixed their hopes upon the common law 
' courts, and attempted every course of law 
' proceeding which afforded a chai^ce of ex- 
' eluding the jurisdiction of the court of Ad- 
' miralty. Their experiments, however^ ended 

* in a decision of lite House of Lords, which 
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'finally restrained the cognisance" of the 
' claims to the prize courts. These proceed- 

* ings of the claimants, and the opposition 
' given, necessarily occasioned delay and great 

* expense. 

' From that time the agents in Ei^land of 
'the captors have been prosecuting the busi- 
' ness in the Courts of Admiralty with all the 
' diligence which the forms of that court, with 
' a due attention to the interests of the captors, 
' would permit ; and it was, and is, wholly 
' owing to the very great number of claims 
' now waiting the decision of the lords of the 
' appeals, that a division has not, nor can be, 
' made among the captors. 

' Gut of the whole number of clanns, thir- 
' teen only have been finally disposed of, in 
' nine of which there have been sentences of 
' restitution ; and there have been twenty-five 
' otiber sentences- on the said claims in the 
' Court of Admiralty, which have beHi ap- 
' pealed fi^m, and are now depending upon 
' similar questions to those which were decided 
' by the fate of the two appeals determined 
' by the lords commissioners on the 2.trd of 
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'. June last, by whioh means the business- df 
' the said capture is nearly brought to a cou- 
* elusion.* 



Three weeks before his death his Lordship 
addressed the following letter to the com- 
mander-in-chief. 

' TO LOBD AHHEB8T. 

• Hanover Square, April SOth, 1792. 

* My son having been obliged to part with his 

* company in the guards, I thought it proper 

* to acquaint his Majesty with the motives 
' which induced him to take that step, and at 
' the same time humbly to solicit his royal 
' indulgence for his name to remain on the 
' list of lieutenant-colonels in the army. 

• From his Majesty's gracious reception of 

* the request I made him, I have every reason 
' to hope for that favour being granted to my 
' son ; and I. shall flatter myself, that from an 

Vol. IL a B 
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* old acqaaintance he will meet with yoor 
' kind aseistance. 

' Believe me, with real respect, 

' &c. &c. &c. 

' G. B. H.' 



In person, Lord Rodney was rather above 
the ordinary standard. His features were 
comely and full of expression, his figure 
elegant and well formed. In private life he 
displayed the manners of an accomplished 
gentleman ; his deportment courteous, polite, 
and dignified, such as generally distinguishes 
those who are of ancient and high descent. 
He was generous, friendly, full of humanity, 
the tenderest and most indulgent of parents*, 

f So attached ma LfmlRodn^to his daughten, and soaddom 
were they absent &om hia mind, that if at any time doling Ins 
active services, even in the midst of his most importftnt operations, 
he eould obtain a moment's respite from his professionat duties, 
be never failed to avail himself of the oj^Mntuni^ to pen a few 
lines to some of the little circle at home. 

On these occosionB he freely indulged in all the tenderness of 
bu mtam ; ud hk lettcn, written as Hmj mae in a tona <tf the 
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a kind and a£fectiouate husband, and ft 
faithful friend. When in command of a 
fleet, he was quick in his resentments of 

moit cheerful {deasBohy, and in a stf le the best ad^ited to their 
juvenile conqtrebeiuionH, invaniUjlj expressed the most liTelj' 
■nxiety for their welfore, uid for their improvement in mords and 
accomidislmientB, 
In a letter to one of his younger daughters, he sajs, ' You 
made me veiy happy, my dear Anne, by the receipt of your tetto-^ 
and more particularly ao when I saw how much yon had improved 
in writing. 

' Remember, my dear girl, a lady cannot write too well ; and 
if you will write me a short letter every week, taking it from 
some ^)proved examples, it will greatly imfovve your spdling^ 
and give you good language, and I shall be happy to receive it. 
• Give my love to Sarah, and tell her I expect she will soon 
write a good hand, and correspond with me * * 

Bear it always in mind, my dear, that a lady or gentleman 
eumot be too polite. 

' Politeness is due even to a beggar. Never neglect it even to 
your own servants ; it will acquire you friends, and show that 
you are of a good &mily, and, of course, have hmmanity, which 
il nearly allied to politeness and good breeding. 
' Be assured that 1 am, with truest affection, 

' Your Sec 8ec &C. 

' G. B. K.' 

The following letter was written a year before the noble Admiral's 
death, and may give some idea of his fanu£ar s^le of writing: — 

■London, May llth, 1791. 
' Hy dear Anne, 

■ I «m T«iy glad that you have answered Mrs. Rodney's 
'Mta-,for nhtii she is aooh pleased; aad tiua evesjagyoiir 
8BS 
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insults oflfered to his country's flag, stern 
and uncomprpmising' \rfaen his officers neg- 
lected their duty; alwa^ ready, howcTer, 

' sisterSlirah goes to Uie umual ball, and her dress is sent her 
' this morning to Kensington House, irhich I think is very pretty. 
' and I hope she wiU dance as well as the best of the other yotm^ 
■ladies. 

' Your brother John, 1 see by the p^>ers, has sent a prire into 
' Portsmouth — a smuggler loaded with brandy, so tliat he may 
' send some of the cargo to Bath, to comfort his wife after her 
' confinement ; and I hope it will put some money into his own 
' pocket, Sec. Sec. Sec. 

' I hope you know that I wrote to Mrs. Gambler, to thank her 
'forthecivilttiessheandher mother show you. Do not forget to 
' make my best compliments to them, and to that worthy good 
' old lady, Mrs. Trevor ; and if you see Mrs. Macartney, or are 
' acquwnted with her, be sure you make my best respects to her, 
' and let her know that the Prince of WaJes is recovering his health 
' very &st, and, I hope, will take better care of it than he 
' hitherto has done. He promises me he will, and I trust to Hea- 
' ven he will perform his promise, for he has been very ill indeed. 

' I am very glad that Lady Catherine and her dear little girl are 
' so well, and I shall be happy to hear the HtUe puss is made a 
' Christian. Tell Lady Catherine she must not expect a visit 
' from John, as his ship is upon constant service, and to ask 
' leave of absence would only give the Admiralty an opportunity 
' of saying,' that he declines going upon duty. I am sure Lord 
' Westmeath will be of my opinion, that, as an officer, he must 
' obey with alacrity the orders he receives. 

' I b^you will never forget to pay my best respects to Lord 
' ■ . ' — - " > *od assure hun, that no person has a higher respect 
' for him than myself. His friend the Marquis of Buckingham b 
'come to town; and- his other friend, the Duchess of B — : — , 
' frequent^ inciuires after him, I believe she su^cts that s«ne 
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to- make allowances for errors in judgment, 
though never for wilful disobedience or 
inattention to orders. His ever constant 
attention - to the health* and the wants of 
the seamen and warrant-officers serving un- 
der him, indicated that humanity which is al- 
ways the accompaniment of true courage. 

Of the kindness of his nature and the ge- 
nerosity of his disposition, a few testimonies 
of his Lordship's private friends will be here 
adduced, as the preceding pages of this work 
contain but few anecdotes serving to illustrate 
these interesting traits of character in the 
noble Admiral. 

' Having passed many convivial hours with 
^ the late Lord Rodney in his youthful days,' 

■ other fair lady detaina him at Bath, and that his Lordship ia not 
' so constant in his attentions aa she could wish. If he does not 
' take care, he will lose her. Pray tell him so, as the Duchess has 
' many admirers, and she thinks she has been too long a widow. 

* I hope you think this letter long enough. 

' Your most afiectloDate Father, 

' G. B. R.- 

• See a letter of his Lordship on the subject of a complunt 
inddental to seamen, addressed to the Lords of the Admiralty, 
7th' Decendter, 1781, -Appendix. 
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* (this letter was written in July, 1793, from 
' Bath) I was happy, after a sepEiratiDn of 

* nearly forty years, to enjoy much of his 
' conversation and confidence during the last 
' five or six years of his life ; I am therefore 

* desirous of paying a small tribute to his 
' memory, by pointing out some IttUe traits of 

* his prwate life, such as cannot fail to mark 
' the man. I need not point out instances of 
^ his heroism ; of that, this nation feels the im- 
' portant (Consequences. I will say nothing, 

* therefore, of his public conduct, but relate 

* a few particulars of the goodness of his heart 

* and his knowledge of human nature. 

' Being not only a great sea-officer, but a 
*• man of highly-polished manners, he had 

* always young men of iamily who walked 
' his quarter-deck ; and, in his relations of 
' little incidents which happened on bowd, I 
' was often charmed with the efiusions of his 
' heart. 

' When his dinner was going aft, he has 

* often, he says, seen the hungry mids cast 
' over the dishes a wistfiil eye with a vcttery 
' mouth ; upon seeing whict), he hae iutantly 
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* arrested their supporters, and ordered the 

* whole of his dinner, save one dish, tu be 

* cairied to the midshipmen's mess. 

* When a woman, who had, contrary to the 
' rules of the navy, secreted herself in her 
f husband's cabin, and fought a quarter-deck 

* gun in the room of her wounded husband, 

* who was down in the cockpit, was disco- 

* vered, Lord Rodney severely reprimanded 
' her for a breach of orders, but gave her, 
' immediately after, ten guineas, for so- va- 
^ liantly sustaining the post of her wounded 
' husband. 

' The little bantam-cock which, in the action 
' of the 12th of April, perched himself upon 
' the poop, and, at every broadside poured 
' into the ViUe de Paris, cheered the crew 

* with his ** shrill clarion," and clapped his 
' wings, as if in approbation, was ordered by 
' the Admiral to be pampered and protected 
' during life. 

' Previously to his embarkation at Ply- 

* mouth, in 1779, he resided at the house of 

* Paul Ourry, Esq., then Commissioner of 

* that part, by whom he was most hospitably 
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* Nitertained and kindly treated, l&bonring, 
' as he then was, -under a severe attack of 

* gout. In the course of an evening's con- 

* versation, the Admiral having, as was his 
'custom,- dwelt with great -fire and ener^ 

* upon the certainty of vanquishing the enemy, 

* Mr. Ourry, in a half jesting, half serious 
' tone, said to him, " Sir George, if what you 
' " vainly anticipate should come to pass, 
' " will you make my friend, Hancock Kdly, 
' *' a captain ? " He declared he would ; and 
' when the Admiral sent home his despatches, 
' they were accompanied by the following 
' friendly and laconic epistle to the commis- 
' sioner ; — 

* " My dear Paul, 

' " 'Tis done — the battle's past, and Bri- 

* " tain's flag is victorious. I have made your 
' " friend Kelly a captain. My compliments 

* " to the amiable Caroline. 

' " Rodney." 

' In short,' adds the writer, ' from a variety 
' of little incidents, which came out accident- 
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' aily,'ixi-a long and intimate correspondettce 
' mth the departed Lord, I can venture to 
' say, that, as an officer of the first-rate nau- 
' tical abilities, as a benevolent, generous, and 
' friendly man, he had no superior, and few 

• equals.' 

Lord Rodney was benevolent in the ex- 
treme — almost, indeed, to a fault ; but who 
shall Bet bounds to the generous heart, burn- 
ing to aid and befriend a fellow-creature ? On 
such occasions no cold calculations entered 
intohis mind. ' I have been out,' said he (in 
a letter to Lady Rodney, written in 1782), ' to 

' see poor Mrs. B-^ , who, though recovered, 

' has been much pulled down by her severe 
' indisposition. She talks of going to Bath 

* in a day or two ; and as I apprehend her 
' finances are low, I propose beting her ac- 
' ceptance of a small bill to pay her expenses 
' upon the road. Much Icannot afford; and 
' I hope a twenty-pound bill wiU not be taken 
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That Lord Rodney possessed the most ten- 
der feelings, especially with regard to the 
softer SOX, the following anecdote will suffice 
to show. During the Admiral's command on 
the West India station, he had had occasion to 
remark in one of the commanders of a line- 
of-battle ship a gross neglect of duty, and of 
the management and discipline of his ship ; 
and, to mark the sense of his displeasure, he 
signified to him that he should remove him 
from the command. Previously, however, to 
taking that step, he resolved to inspect the 
state of the ship himself. Upon this subject 
he thus writes to Lady Rodney : 

* I had fully determined to take the 

* fivm - -. — ■., ; but when I went on board, 
' and saw two pretty and wellrbehaved girls, 
*■ and the ship fitted in the most elegant and 
' superb manner for their accommodation, I 

* could not bear to do what might be con- 

* strued a harsh, ill-natured act. The youth, 

* beauty, and innocence, of the daughters, 

* and the polite behaviour of the mother, 
' saved the just treatment the father deserved 
' at my hands, and I permitted the to 
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f sail for England vlth the convoy ; and I 
' flatter myself that my dear ^la, in a simi- 

* lar situation, would have met with a like 

* indtilgeDce, hut I hope to Heaven they will 

* never cross the sea while they live, except 

* to France or Italy.* 

It may be worthy of remark, that notwith- 
standing the many close and hot actions in 
which he had been engaged in the course of 
his services, and his undaimted and intrepid 
bearing on all such occasions, Lord Rodney 
never received the slightest wound — in this 
respect more fortunate than the renowned 
Nelson, who rarely came out of action un- 
touched. 

He was ever averse froin holding councils 
of war ; and there is but one occasion upon 
record, wherein he had recourse to one. He 
trusted to his own judgment^ and to the 
energies and resoiut^es of bis mind, and in 
all matters of great moment. preferred acting 
Upon his own responsibility. 

Lord Rodney was' a strenuous advocate for 
the Guinea trade. His sentiments thereupon, 
and reply tq the several queries put to him 
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on the subject by the Board- of Trade, willbe 
found in the Appendix. 

In acknowledgment of t^ many importent 
serrices he had at various times performed 
for the honour of his country, and especially 
for the protection of her trade and colonies, 
the undernamed cities and towns presented 
him with their freedom. - 

City of London, a gold box*. 

City of Edinbui^h, a gold box. - 

City of Cork, a gold box. 

Borough of Huntingdon, a gold box. 

IJTerpool. 

Northampton. 

Exeter. 

Great Yarmouth. 

Poole. 

Bristol. 

Dundee. 

Leicester. 

Winchester. 

■ * On the 23rd of Norember, 1782, six aldermen uid twelve 

* commoiiers, preceded by the Ci^ Martial, waited on Lord Rodney 

* at his hoiue in Hertford Street, who might be said to have made 

* lus public entiy into the City, bang ioiet by a body of s^ors, who 
■took out the hones, and drew tua LMdsfa^'&'ceniBgetothe 
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His Lordship was also elected a member of 
the West Indian Society ; and of a society in 
Russia, by order of the Empress Catherine. 

During the latter part of his life, Lord 
Rodney was honoured by the particular re- 
gard and friendship of their Royal High- 
nesses the Prince of Wales* (his present 
Majesty) and the Duke of Clarence ; the 
latter of whom, after his Lordship's death, 
in a speech delivered with much feeling, 
neatness 'of expression, and precision, and 
which was received by the House of Lords 
with apparent marks of high approbation 
and admiration, paid the following noble and 
handsome tribute of respect to the memory of 
his departed friend and earliest commander, 

' LondonTavero, where asomptuouseDtertainmentnas provided, 
' at which were present many of his I>ordship*s fiiends. In the 
' evening, a great many houses in the City were illuminated.' — 
Gentteman't Magaxine. 

* A few doors from Astley's Amphitheatre, on the same side 
of the way, there b to be seen an historical painting, illustra- 
tive of the friendly, sentiments entertained by the Prince of 
Wales towards Lord Rodney at this period. 

Upon a convex board are two whole-Iei^;th figures, represent- 
ing the Piince of Wales meeting Admiral Lord Rodney, whom 
he i« cordially shaking by the hand ; and above is this inscription, 
' WelcMQO Rodney to the Frinoe of Wales.' 
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' I canaotj' said his Royal Highness, ' gire 
' a silent Tote on the present oceasioai Thb 
' sernees of the late Lord Rodney are so great, 
' that it did infinite honour to his Mtgesty's 
' Ministers to pay ere^ respect to his la6- 

* mory. Such services merited the highest 
' rewards from his country, and I am happy 
' to hear this public testimony to their value 
' and importance. For myself, I have par- 
' ticular reason to endeavour to do justice to 

* the singular merits of my deceased friend, 
' who, unhappily for this country^ is no more } 
' but I hope the House will indulge me a 

* few moments while I briefly recall to their 
' recollection t^e noble services his Lordship 

* had rendered, which I am certain they nevef 
' can foiget. 

' I must first remind their Lordships that 

* Lord Rodney had taken Martinique, Gre- 

* nada, &c. &c., from the French in the war 
' before the last. In the last irat, in going out 
' to Gibraltar, he had taken a Spanish admi- 
' ral with a valuable convoy. Without this 

* most seasonable and fortunate capture, Gib- 
' raltar was so short of provisions, that the 
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' most serious consequences were to be »??«-■ 
' bended^ He had abundantly supplied the 

* garrison, and happily relieTed it. The 
' House will recollect that I^ord Rodney had 

* taken the island of St. Eustatius and a 
' Dutch convoy ; but the most glorious period 

* of his life was the 12th of April, 1782, which 
'. will ever be held as a most sacred epoch in 
' this country. The enemies of England were 
' vain enough to think they could crush her 
' for ever ; but the event of that day clearly 
' proved, that a British fleet of nearly equal 
' force, when opposed to a French fleet, will 
' be sure to beat them. 

* The victory of the 13th of Aj^il was the 
' more honourable to Lord Rodney, aa it was 
' obtained over De Grasse, one of the best and 
' bravest admirals that France ever produced. 
' Had it been in the power of valour to have 
' saved a brave man irom disgrace and mis- 
' fortune, it would never have been the lot of 
' De Grasse to have been di^rttced and ba- 

* Dished fi^m the French court — a conduct, 

* howevCT, that had too often prwaUed in courts. 

* It was that victory which decided the fate 
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' of thewarj'and taught ooFpurtiouiwnearaqr* 
• ' France, that, howevH- for a^ moment we migbt 
' be de|»«s8ed, we aroee, after a seemix^.49-. ' 
' feat, with renovated strength and'ODarage,- . . 
* I' trust,' concluded his Boyal Highaesi, .' 
'the House will pardon myexpatiatu^on.' 
' the viitaes and great professicMial meiite -iji ■ 
' my departed friend, for which myself attd' 
'every officer of the British navy entertain 
* the highest respeet and veneratitm/ 

From this very noble and honourable testi- 
mony of his royal and illustrious friend and' 
brother officer, from the noble Admiral's cor- 
respondence, and from this very imperfect 
memoir of his services, the reader will be able 
to form his own j-udgment of the real qualities 
of Lord Rodney's heart and mind. He will 
decide, sifter well weighing and comparing 
the events of his life with those of the most 
eminent of our naval conunanders, whether 
his continued successes were, ^ as some have^ 
asserted, attributable to accident and good 
fortune, or whether they wwe the result" of 
intelligence, for^ight, skill in combination, 
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]»waptiiesB of execution, and detamined 
Takair* ; whether he was a spoliator and ex- 
tortioner, or a pattern of courtesy, justice, 
^id humanity ; whether he was lukewarm, in 
his country's cause, mindful only of his own 
interests, or whether his breast was not the 
seat of the most ardent patriotism and un- 
shaken loyalty; lastly, he will decide with 



* In a Lecture upon Heads, delivered by Mr. Cieswick, at 
Bath, in tbe month of June, 1 782, he made the foUowiog obsei^ 
vationB : — ' Thb is the heart of a British Admiral Courage and 
' honour were its chief inhabitanta ; and Humanity, that constant 

* companion of true bravery, ha« had her throne. In action he 
' teemed lo be endued with the spirit of a lion— a spirit which 

* animated his men, and filled his enemies with terror and dismay ; 
' but vrhen he fought, he fought only from that just principle 
■ wWch Nature has implanted in the heart of man — the love of hi* 
' country. Sttch appears to be the heart and disposition of our 
' brave and victorious Admiral Rodney. Witness the many and 
' {^orious conquests be has made. Let boasting fVance and proud 

* Spain, and both their fleets, bear witness I But the brightest 

* honours that bloom on the laurels of this brave warrior are tru^ 
' his own, springing from the consciousness of having served his 
' countiy— a recompense beyond the rewards of titles, places, and 

* pensions, the wages with which the worthless and ignoble are 
' too (rften requited. Truth, which is the ofi^pring of Heaven, 
' beam testimony to his bravery and honour, and stamps him with 

* the noble reputation of having supported the character of a brave 
' B»d honest man, " the noblest work of Ood ! " ' 
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ioapartial candour what, and how high, a sta- 
tion Rodney shall occupy in the temple of 
fame, and in the annals of his country's 
glories. 

PALMAM QUI MERUIT, FERAT. 
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With reference to the traasactioDS meotioned in the 
course of this work, as having occurred during Sir 
George Rodney's residence in Paris in the year I779» 
relaUve to his appointment to the command of the 
squadron destined for the relief of Gibraltar, and for 
the West Indies, it would appear that Mr. Cumberland 
was, as well as the Earl of Sandwich, a candidate for 
the honour of having obtained that employment for 
him ; for in bis memoirs of his own life he asserts hia 
clum thereto in no equivocal terms. 

'1 had known Sir George Rodney/ says he, 'in 
< early life, and whilst he was residing in France, pend- 
*ing the uneasy state of his affairs at home, had spared 
'no pains to serre his interest, and pave the way for 
bis return to his own country, where I was not with- 
out hopes, by the reconunendation of lord George 
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* GennuD, to procure him an employment worthy of 

* his talents and high station in the navy. 

*I drew up from his minutes a memorial of bis ser- 
' yices, and petitioned for employment. He came home 
' at the risk of his liberty, to refute some malicious im- 
' putations that had been glftnCed at his character. 
'This he effectually and honourably accomplished, and 

* I was furnished with testimonials very creditable to 
*him as an officer. His situaUon in the mean time 

* was very uncomfortable, and his exerticHis circum- 

* scribed ; yet in this pressure of his aSairs , to mark his 
' readiness and zeal for service, he addressed a letter to 
' the king, tendering himself to serve as volunteer 

. ' under an admiral then going out, who, if I do not 
' mistake, was his junior on the list. 

'In this forlorn, unfriended state, with nothing hat 
' exclusion and despair before his eyes, when not a ray 
' of hope beamed upon him from the Admu^ty, and 
' he dared not set a foot beyond the limits of his pri- 
' vilege, I had the happy fortune to put in train that 
' statement, which, through the immediate application 
' of Lord George, taking all the responsibility upon 
' himself, obttuned for that adventurous and gallant 

* Admiral the command of that squadron, which, on 
' its passage to the West Indies, made capture of the 

* Spanish fleet fitted out for the Caraccas. 

*The degree of gratification which I then experi- 
' enced is not easily to be described. It wW not only 
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' that of a triumph giuned, but of a terror diBtuisaed, for 
' the West India merchants had been alarmed, and 
' clamoured against the appoiatment so generally and 
* so decidedly, as to occasion uosmiill uneasiness in my 
' friend and patron, and drew from him something that 
< resembled a remonstrance for the risk I bad exposed 
'him to. 

' But in the brilliancy Of this exploit ^11 was done 
' avay, and past alarms were only recollected to con'^ 
' trast the joy which thb success diffused.' 

At a later period Uiia writer^ in an epistle addressed 
to the Earl of Mansfield,- alludes thus feelingly and 
forcibly to Sir George Rodney's recall from service in 
May 1/82^ and to the persecuting and unceasing malice 
of his ^emies. 



' When Erance and Spain the subject ocean vwepi, \ 
' While Britain's tame, inglorious lion slept, 

* Or lashing up his courage now and then 

* Tum'd out and growl'd, and then turn'd in again, 

* Bodney in that iU-Omen'd hour arose, 

' Crush'd lus own first, and then his country's foes. 
■ Though an that fate allow'd was nobly won, 
' Envy could squint at something stiU undone. 
' Injurious faction stripp'd him of commuid, 
' And snatch'd the helm from his victorious hand, 
' Summon'd the nation's brave defender home, 
' Prejudged his cause, and mam'd him to his doom. 
' Whilst bydra-headed Malice opened wide 
' Her thousand mouths, aad.but/'d him tiU he died.' 
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Thb fblloiring extracts from Drinlnrater's Jonnial c^ 
the eiege of Gibraltar, allnding to tbe erents which 
' occurred on the occasion of the relief of that garriflOa 
'Vy Sir George Rodneyin the year'1780) were Ibad- 
Vertently omitted in their proper place in this woric. 

' ■ 'A gre^many desraters (says tite Joainal) otmeiti, 
f Md gxre na dlamal acia)nnts o£ tbe enemy's suSnings 
■* ia.,eamjfy where umv«rsal discontent premtted oa ttr- 

* cooDt of the great ecarcity and deamen of provisiotu. 
f WcHtdedonbted the troth of this intelUgencet the 
' neighbourhood of their camp, from our knowledge of 

* the country, was not capable of subsisting so lai^ an 
' army, consequently they were obliged to be supplied 
' from places at a distance ; and these resources, since 
•■ Admiral Rodney's arrival, had been cut ofiF. 

^ His cnusera, in truth, not only obstructed these 

* supplies, but also prevented the garrison of Ceuta from 

* recei^ng the refreshments from Spun, which their 

* situation made necessary. If Sir George, therefore^ 
' had been able to continue some time longer in the 
' Mediterrancian, our enemies would probably have been 

* reduced to greater difficulties than we ourselves had 
' experienced.' 
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.Ir viU he recollected, that the Earl ofSaodwich had, 
in.one p{li>s-^teTS to the Admiral, expressed aome-f 
thiog very like disapprobation^ on account of bii.having 
left one of his line-of-battle ships behind him at 
Gibr^tar, on his squadron sailing thence fzojn the West 
Indies. The following extract &om the journal satis- 
factorily accounts for' this implied indiscretion on the 
part of tiiis wise commander, whose measures were- in 
general as judicious as they were prompt and eitter< 

' The Edgar and Panther ships of the line, and the 
' Enterprise and Porcupine frigates, were left at Gibial- 
' tar when Sir George sailed to the West Indies,, in con- 
' sequence of great part of their crews having been 
* removed to man the prizes," 
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In submitting the Bubjoiaed extract from the same 
pablicBtioD, the Editor refera the reader to the stanza 
coQtiuned in page 235 of the first volume. 

' E'en now the sea-green sisters bind 
' A wreath around thy growing mind, 

' And deck their f&Tourite son ; 

* E'en now the Bourbon colours meet, 

' Which, laying at th; fathei's feet, 

' Thou tell'st how braTfily won.' 

r 

' When that youthful hero (Prince William) on his 

' return laid his early laurels at tiie feet of his royal 

' father, he presented at the same time a plan of the 

garrison, in the relief of which he bad made his first 

' naval essay. 

' In that plan were delineated the improvements 

* which the place had undergone, and the new batteries 
' that had been erected on the heights since the com- 

* mencement of the blofikade.' 
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[Referred to in Vol. I., page 50.] 

I'he Fleet under the Command of Admiral Boscawen at 
the Siege ofLouisburg in 1758. 



Ships. Guns. Commanden. 

Namur 90 Hon. Edw. BoscaweD, Admiral of the 

Blue; Captain M. Buckle. 

Royal William . . 84 Sir C. Hardy, Knt., Rear Adm. of the 
White ; Captun T. Evans. 

Princess Amelia. . .. Philip Durell, Commodore; Captain 
J. Bray. 

Dublin ' 74 Ctqttaiu G. B. Rodney. 

Terrible 74 C^tun R^ CoHins. 

Vanguard .... 70 Cftptain R. Swanton. 

Northumberland . 70 Captain Lord ColviL 

Burford 70 Captm J. Gambler. - - 

Orford ..... 66 Captmn R. Spiy. 

Lancaster . . . , 66 Captain Honourable G, S^gecombe, ' 
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DeTonshire ... 66 Captain W. Oordon. 

Someree .... 64 Capuoo E. Hughes. 

Bedford 64 Capwin T. Fowke. 

Captain 64 Captain J. Amherst. 

Prince Frederic . . 64 Capt«in R. Mann. 

Fembroke .... 60 Caption J. Simcoe. 

Kingston .... 60 Captain W. Fan7. 

Toifc 60 Captain H. Bgot 

Frince of Orange . 60 Captain J. Fe^nson. 

Defiance 60 Captain P. Baird. 

Nottingham ... 60 Captaitf S. Marshall 

Centurion .... 50 Captain W. ManUl. 

Sutherland , . . , 50 Captain J. Roiise. 

Diana 82 Captiun A. SchoniI>ei:g. 

Shannon 32 Captain C, Hefdovs, 

Juno 32 C^tun J, Vaughvi* 

Trent 28 Ciipttun J. Lindsay. . 

Boreas .28 Captain Hon. J. B. Walsin^am, 

Kenungton . , . 29 Captain D. Digges. 
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Shipl. QdM, Comauadflrl. 

Hind 20> Captun B. Band. 

Scarborough . . .20' GsfilAin &. Routh. 

Ni^htiDgAle ... 90 Caplam J. Cwnpbell. 

Port Mahon ... 30 Captain $. Wallts. 

Squirrel ..... 2a Captaia J. Cldand. 

And eiglit briga, sloop*, fii4>al»ps, Ac, 
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i 


To come to a closer engagement. 

To make more sail, she then being with lier main and 
mizen aback, and to the windward of the \mk. 

Signals, they both beii^ on our weather bow; at the 
same time hauled down the signal for the line. 

To bear down into the admiral's wake, at the same time 
hauled down the Suffolk's signed for that purpose. 

To get into the admiral's wake, she then being on our 
weather quarter. Hailed the Yarmouth several times to 
get into our wake, to keep more away, Ac. &c., and to 
make the signal to the next ship astern of her to close. 




Generel . . 
Yarmouth. . 
Yarmouth , 

/Yarmouth andi 
I Cornwall 1 

(Ships to wind-l 
I ward J 

Yarmouth 
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E. 

Admiral Rodney^* and Comte de GuichetCa Ltw of. Battle 
of the Vith of April, 1780. 



ENOHSH. 

VAN. 

sups. Gmu. Comnuwden. 

'StitliDgCBstle . . 64' Captain Casket. 

j^jax 74 CaptiuD J. Uvedale. 

Elizabeth .... 74 Captain Honourable F. Haitland. - . 

Princess Royal . . 90 Hyde Parker, Esq., Rear Adm. of the 
Red ; Second in Command Captain 
Harmood. 

Albion 74 CvfiU&a G, Bowyer.' 

Terrible ..... 74 Captain J. Douglas. 

■Trident 74 Captun A. MoUoy. 

Greyhound .... 28 Capt. W. Dickson, to repeat signala. 

CENTRE. 

Grafton 74 Captain J. CoUingwood, Commodore. 

Tarmoulh .... 64 Captain N. Batetnan. 
Comnall 74 Captain T. Edtrarda. 
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Shipi. Gtuu. ComiDuiden. 

S&ndwicb .... 90 Sir Qeorge Rodney, Admiral of tlie 
White, Com. in Chief; Captain 
W. Young. 

Suffollc 74 CiptMB J. Cfespin. 

•Boyne 70 Captain C CcMoa. 

Venus 36 Captain J. Fanguson. 

Pegasus S8 Captain 3. Bazeley. 

Deal Caatle ... 20 . C^)tain W. f ooka. 



Medway . 
Montagu 
Conqueror . 



Intrepid. . 
Magnificent 
Andromeda 
Centurion . 



REAR. 

. 74 Captain W. Botham, Commodore; 
Captain J. Hoiloway. 

. 6a Captain W. Affleck. 

. 74 Captdn J. Houlton. 

. 74 Josepli Rowley, Rfar Admiral ; Cap. 
tain J. Watson. 

. 64 Captain Honourable H. St. John. 

. 74 Ci^itain J. Elphiostone. 

. 28 Capt^n H. Byrne, to repeat signala. 

. 50 C^>tain R. Braithwaite to ufdst the 
Rear in case of need. 
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Le Destia . . 
Le Veogeur . 
LeSL Michel. 
Le FlutOD . . 
Le Triomphant 
Le Sourerain. 
Le Solitaire . 
Le Citoyen . 



PKEXCH. 

BLUE AND WHITE SQUADRON, or VAN. 

Ship!. Gmu. CcmuiuuideTi. 

74 Comte de Maytz Ooimpy. 

64 Cbev. de Retz. 



04 Hoiudeur d'Aymar. 

74 CheT. de Hanthonie. 

80 Coiate de S»de. Chef d'Sicadre. 

74 Cher, de Ql^nderez. 

64 CoiRte de Ctre ChampioQ. 

74 Mqrquifi de Nieul. 



WHITE SQUADRON, OB CENTRE. 

Le Caton .... 64 Comte de Framond. 

La Vidoire ... 74 Chev. d'AIbert d'HypoIite. 

lie Pendant ... 74 Marquis de VaudreuiL 

La Coiironne . . 80 Comte de Guichen, Gemini. 

Le Palmier ... 74 Cher, de MontdL 

L'lndien .... 64 Chev. de Balleroy. 

BLUE SQUADRON, or REAR. 
L'InMpide ... 74 Moasieur Duplessis Perseault. 
Le Triton .... 64 Monsieur de Boadea. 
Le MagniGque . . 74 Chev. de Brach. 
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Le Robnsle ... 64 Comte de Gnue, Commodnv. 

Ije Sphinx .... 64 Comte de Soulanges. 

Le Dauphin Royal 74 Mon^eur Mithcm de Genouilly. 

L'Artisan .... 64 Cher, de Pynier. 

Ii'Hennk .... 74 Comte d'AmUemonL 

FRIGATEa 
La R^solue. 
L'lphig^me. 
La Courageuse. 
LaM^^. 
. La Qen^le. 
LaC<<T^ 

]> ChasseuTt Ccnrrette. 
Le Lively, Lugger. 
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[Refened to in Vol 11^ page 3S8.] ~ 

AdtiUral Rodnet/U and Comte de Greut^* Taou of'Sattle, 
onl2tho/Jpra,n82. 
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Lord Rodney'* Line of BatHe, I2th of AprU, ITSS. 



NAMES. 




GUDS. 


Men. 


Killed. 


Wounaed 


Royal Oak. . 


Burnet 




71 


600, 


S 


30 


Alfred. , . . 


Bayne. 




74 


'£00 




, 43 ' 


Montague . , 


Boven 




74 


600 




81 ' 


Tanautb . . 


Pany . 




64 


&00 




33 


Valiant . . . 


OoodaU 




74 


660 




. SS . 


Baifleur. . .] 


Adm. Hood > 
Knight J • 


SO 


765 




27., 


Monarch. . . 


Reynolds . . . 


74 


600 




33 


Warrior . . . 


Sir J. Wallace. . 


74 


600 




21. . 


Belliquenx . . 


Sutherland. . . 


64 


5O0 




xa 


CenUur . . . 


Inglefield . . . 


74 


6&0 


anoerta 


in- . 


Msgai&cent . 


Lin«e. .... 


74 


650 




11 ; 


Frinoe William 


WiUuneon . . . 


64 


500 




■ ■. 


Bedford . . .{ 


Comm. Affleck i 
Graves 1 


74 


617 




w 


AJax . . . . 


Cliarruigton . . 


74 


550 




10 ./ 


Repulse . . . 


Dumareaq . . . 


64 


500 




11 , 


Canada . . . 


Hon.W.Comwalli8 


74 


600 




ss . 


St Albans . . 


IngUs 


64 


500 





6 


Nanjnr . . . 


F^ihawe . . . 


90 


750 


6 


« 


Formidable . 1 


Sir G. Rodney 1 
Sir C. Douglas 
Ld. Cranstoun 


90 


750 


15 


39 
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eummamlwi. 


^ 


Men. 


KSM. 


Tronnded 


Duke .... 


Gardner .... 


90 


750 


13 


61 


AganoemiiMi . 


Caldwell. . . . 


64 


500 


15 


■ 22 ■■■ 


lUsolution . . 


Ld. R. Manners . 


74 


600 


5 


34 ' 


ProtlMie . . . 


Buekner. . . . 


64 


500 


5 


29 ■' 


HerculcB . . 


Savajre .... 


74 


600 


7 


19 


America . . . 


J. ThompsoD . . 


64 


500 


1 


1 


Ruswll . . . 


Saumarez ... 


74 


600 


10 


89 ■ 


Prudent . . . 




not in t 
74 


he BCti 
550 


3 


12 -■■ 


E^me .... 


Barber 


Ati96h .... 


Blair ...... 


64 




8 


18' • 


Torbay. . . . 


Gidoiri 


74 


BOO 


10 


■Hb--' ' 


Prince George 


Williams. . . . 


90 


750 


9 


■24 '■■" 


PriftceasB. . .{ 


F. Drake i 
Knatchbull l* " 


70 


600 


3 


m- 


Comiueror . . 


Balfour .... 


74 


577 


7 


M ■■: 


Nonsuch . . . 


TVuscott .... 


64 


500 


3 


s 


'aIcM*. . . . 


C. Thompson . . 


74 


600 


notsla 


ted; 


•Arrt^nt . . . 


Cornish .... 


74 


600 


.0 





Marlborough . 


Penny 


74 


600 


3 


16 



Total— 36 sail of the line; 230 kined, 759 wounded. Ten Frigates. 

IiI.B. The Royal Oak to lead on the starboard tack, the Marlborough 

on the larboard. 
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The foUowiDf; is aa AutlieDtic List of the French Squadron 
in the Action of the 12th of April, 1782, with its several 
divisions, &c., as found on board the Ville de Paris, after 
lArd Rodney had transmitted his despatches, to Etlglaiid> 
viz., 

LIGNE DE BATAILLE 

DANS t'ORDSE NATURELLJB. 



ESCADRE BLANCHE ET BLEUE. 

Premiere Divttion, FrigaUi. 



LeSouverain ... 74 


Esperiment. . . 


Flainme mt- 


L'Hercule . . . . 74 


Le Suffittaire . . 


partle. Blanched 


L'Au^uste .... 80 


La Resolve. . . 


Bleue au mat de 




L'Hypocrite . . 


misaiue. 


Deujieme DmtiM. 






LeZfele 74 








Le Cornwallis . 


Idem. 


LeDucdeBurgogne 80 


La Concorde . . 


Au grand mat. 


LeMuselloia ... 74 






Trouieme DivUion. 






Le Hector .... 74 


1 




Magnanune. ... 80 




Idem. 


Le C^BUt 74 


L'Engaffeant. . 




UDiadime. ... 74 
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ESCADRE BLANCHE. 




Qualrieme DivUion. Frigates. 
Le Glorieux ... 74 


Flamme Blanche 


La Sceptre. ... 74 Le Hichemont . 


a'u mat dc 


L'EyeiUe .... 64 i 


misaine. 


Cinquime Divaion. 
Le Languedoc . . 84 La M«.!e ... 


,. 


LaViUede Paris . 106 Le ClairTOyant . 
LaCouronne. . . 84 L'lria 


Idem. 
An gnmd mat. 


Smeme DivUitm. 




Le R^fliichie ... 74 






Le ScipioU .... 64 
LeSU&sprit. . . 84 


LaGalat^. . . 


Idem. 
Au niatd'artimoo. 


Le Palmier. ... 74 






ESCADRE BLEUE. 




SepUeme DitiiMon. 
Le Jason .... 64 -j 
LeCitoyen. ... 74 
LeDesUn. ... 74 ^^P^'^ ■ • 


Flamnw Bleue 
aumatde 


Le DaiifihiH tloyal 74 


misaine. 


ttuitieme tHvision. 




L'Arfent .... 84^ 




Le Neptune ... 84 L'AsWe . . . i 


Idem. 


Le Triomphant . . 64 La C^rts . . . 


Au grand mat. 






NeuviSme Dividm. 




Le Caton .... 64 ^ 




Le Brave .... 74 [ 


Idem. 
Au mat d'aitimon. 


Le Pluton .... 74 


J 
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(^leen <g)poiaied by Lord Rodney to the thipi taken 
in the Wett Indies IZth April, 1782. 



rtOede Paris. 

Captain Richard Ciu^eaveo; IJeutenaotB — Fnmcis 

Woolridge, Paul Miachia, Timothy Goldsmith, Hear; 

Cniuford, W. C. faker, WHUam Clotwick, John Pal- 

kioghorne j Sec. Captain — Capt. Laurence Greeme. 

L'Hedor. 
Captain John Bourchier ; Lieutenants— Joseph Har- 
vej, Charles White, James Mill Humphrey, Philip Jus- 
tice, Henry Inman, John ToUiill, Thomas Middleton. 

LeGimieux. 
Captain William Henry Douglas ; Lieutenants— John 
Edgar, Robert Wtathorpe, John L«a, George Gr«en, 
Zechariah Patch, John Bonner, James Addison ; Hon. 
Capt. Thomas Cadogan. 

Jason. 
Captain William Augustus Meyrick ; Lieutenants^ 
Harris Smith, B. Burton Lusk, John M'Key ; Captain 
Joim Ayhuer. 

Caton. 
Captain Richard Fisher ; Lienteoants — Duncan Men- 
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zies, Tristam Hillman, John AUeiij Andrew Chalmers, 
John Wren, lliomaa Manly Hulke. 

L'Aimable. 
Captain Alexander Hood ; Lieutenants-r-James Good- 
enet, George M'Kinley. 

Ardent. 
Captain George Augustus Keppel ; lieutenants — John 
Harris, Robert Martin, A. Andrews, Christ. Schoodersee, 
L. Hurd ; Captain Hichard Lucas. 
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MsMORANDUHybundaiiMK^^LoRDRoDNET'sPapen, 
iuppoitd fg have beeft submitted to ike AdmimUy prior 
to hia leavii^ England for hit statum m Me IVeat IrnUei, 
1781. 



1st, Whether Sir George Rodney iliould not have it in 
his instructions, if an opportunity offer, to attack the 
islands of Porto Rico, Trinidad, Mai^retta, or any places 
on the Spanish main that may be open to an attack at the 
proper season. 

Sd. As the close blockade of the French blands will 
depend upon Sir George's having a sufficient number of 
frigates, be flatters himself that his fiiends will assist him 
in promoting his beiug supplied therewith, or his having 
power to obtain a sufficient number, by hiring Bermuda 
sloops properly armed, or other vessels which may fall 
into the hands of the captors, . 

Porto Rico, in the hands of Great Britain, will be of 
ioiinite consequence, and of more value than all the Ca- 
ribbee Islands united — will be easily defended, and with 
less espense than those islands; the defence of which 
divides the forces, and renders them an easier conquest to 
an active enemy : but this bland will be such a check to 
both France and Spain, as will make their island of St. 
Pomii^ be in perpetual danger, and, in the hands of 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



APPIMDIX. 419 

Great Britain, enable her to cut of all supplies from 
Europe bound to St. Domingo, Mexico, Cuba, or the 
Spaoish main ; and, if peopled with British subjects, 
afford a speed; succour to Jamaica; and, when cultivated, 
employ more sliips and seamen than all the Wiadwud 
Xllaads united. 
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Affeaeed peraonallj. Sir George Bridges Rodney, 
Bart, Knight of the most Honourable Order of the 
Bath, and Admiral of the White, and tnade oath, that 
in consequence of his Majesty's orders, bearing date 
the twentieth of December, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty, and directed to him m Commander-in-Chief 
of his Majesty's ships and vessels on the Leeward Island 
station; and to the Honourable. Major-General John 
Vaughan, as Commander-in-Chief of his Majesty's land 
forces in the said islands ; which orders were by them 
received on the twenty-eighth of January following, they 
did proceed, with the fleet and army under their respec- 
tive commands, to attack, subdue, and seize on the 
Island of St, Eustatius and its dependencies— that they 
arrived and came to anchor in the Bay of St. Eustatins, 
on the third of February following, and captured divers 
ships and vessels, which were lying there, and did sum- 
moQ the said island, in his Majes^'s name, to be sur- 
rendered to his Majesty's said forces, with everything in 
and belonging thereto, for his Majesty's use. And the 
governor and council of the said island surrendered the 
same, and all its dependencies, at discretion, to this de- 
ponent, as commander-in-chief of his Majesty's ships 
and vessels, and the Honourable Major-General John 
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Vaugban, as - commander-in-chief of his Majesty's land 
forces, for our sovereign lord the Kii^;' whereupon, 
diis deponent and Majpr-General Vaughan took pos- 
session, of the said, island, of St. Eustatius,, and all its 
dependencies, in the name and for the use of our said 
sovereign ionl the King ; and diis deponent, with the 
said Major-Oeneral John Vaughan, being desirous of 
executing hisMajesty's commands in the most effigctual 
manner, -without prejudice to: any of his liege subjects 
or to any fair or licittrade carried on by them, did, on or 
about the eleventh day of February .last, by acommissioa 
or instrument under their respective hands, on bt;half of 
his Majesty's sea and land forces under their respective 
commands, appoint six agents, and thereby authorized 
and empowered them, to take into theJr custody and 
possession all. and singular the goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise whatsoever belonging to the French king, the 
king of Spain, and the States-General of the United 
Provinces, or their subjects, or to his Majesty's rebellious 
American subjects, taken and seized, or to be taken and 
seized, by the forces then under, or thereafter to be 
under, their respective orders and . commands ; and, to 
sell and dispose of the same,' either by public or private 
sale, as should be found most advisable, or to some such 
like purport or effect. That the reasons for their giving 
ordera to the' said agents to sell.jmd dispose of such of 
the goods seized as.' appeared' to be the property of his 
Majesty's enemies, or rebellious American subjects, was 
'to ptevent-tfae said goods 'from perishing, or being 
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waited, embezzled, plundered, or destrojvd by tile public 
enfltaj; a> this deponent aud tiie laid MaJor-OcDenil 
J(An Vaughan, with the forces uoder their command, 
were every hour liable to be oalled fh>m the did iahiMl 
of St EuitBtius, to proceed on other nrvices. And ha 
fwther tuBde oath, thnt in the nid month of Febniaiy 
or Mardi lait, the aforesaid agenta, or lome of thcnr, 
began to sell at public randot or naetion audi good^ 
wares, or tnerchandiies as they concaiTed, and this de- 
ponent apprehends had good reason to bdiere, to be 
French, Spanish, or Dutch property, or properly of 
some tif his Majeity^ rebellious American subjects, or 
illegal traders, inhabitant! of Eustatius, who had mad* 
themielvei Dutch bttrghers, and tiiereby, ai thii deponent 
is Informed, had forfeited their right as Briti^ sdbjecti; 
And he further made oath, that he hath been informed, 
and verily believes, that twenty-five stores or Warehouses, 
containing great quantities of goods, wares, and mei^ 
chandiies, which were claimed and asserted by divero 
persons, calling themselves English merchants, to be 
their property, were left undisposed of by the said agents, 
any or either of tiiem ; and that since this deponent and 
th« said Major-General John Vaughan left d>e laid 
island, the aforesaid agents, or some of tiiem, farre put 
the persons claiming the goods contained in (he aforesaid 
twenty-five stores or warehouses, or tiieir agents, into 
possession of the same, to prevent embezzlement and 
loss, on their giving security to account for the same, or 
the «ilue tbareof, in cuft they diall be judged fotfeitMl 
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to hu Majesty, or to some inch like purport or aflcot. 
And he further made oath, that immediately after tha 
capture of the »id island, this depoaeat and the lud 
Major-Oeneral John Vaughan gave orders that not th« 
least part of the previgioDi found on the said island should 
be sent from thenee ; and that as soon as his Majesty*! 
pleasure was known to this deponent and the aaid 
Major-General John Vaughan, relabve to the sending 
the provisions, on his Majesty's service, to North Ame- 
rica, this deponent and the said Major-General John 
Vaughan immediately set about a proper arrangement 
for having great quantity of provisions sent there accord- 
ingty ; but this deponent bath been informed, and be- 
lieves, that previous to the capture of the said island, 
all the best provisions there had been sent from tbenca 
to the French islands, in the West Indies ; aud that 
such provisions as were found on &e said island, on 
this deponent's arrival there, bad been rejected by th« 
French, ai having been long in store, and unfit for use. 
And he further made oath, that a survey of the said 
provisions was made, by order of this deponent aud the 
said Major-General John Vaughau; and the persona 
appointed to survey the same reported the said provisions 
to be unfit for his Majesty's troops ; and this deponent 
and the aaid Major-General Jt^n Vaughan, having re- 
ceived many applications vetting forth the distressed and 
even starving condition of many of the inhabitants, ser- 
vants, and slaves, on the said island of St. Eustatius, 
who, when the said island fell into the hands of the 
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British forces, aod deprived them of .their ordinary re- 
sources and subsistence, this deponent and the said 
Major-Geueral John.Vaughsn did pennit the said pro- 
visions so reported to be issued to the said inhabitants, 
servants, and slaves, for their duly subsistence, and to 
prevent their perishing from want ; a measure, as this 
deponent conceives, of humanity as well as necessity. 
And he lastly made oath, that he, this deponent, and the 
said Major-Genend Joha Vaughan, always were, and 
now'are,. ready, and willing to consent, to the restitution 
of all'such goods, wares, and merchandises, property apd 
effects,. of what nature or kind soever they may be, as 
shall ' B[^>eBr to be the property of British subjects, cod- 
tinuing.in allegiance to bis, Maj^ty, and which ..wore 
legally cleared out from .the. ports of Great Britain to 
tfie island of St.. Eustatius, to .the. several and respective 
ovmera thereof, on their producing legal proof of their 
property therein, reserving to this deponent and the 
said Major-General.John Vaughan all right and title 
whataoever. of their .share, of the effects captured in the 
said island of St.,£ustatius, and which has been most 
gracipusly bestowed upon, them by his Majesty's bouMy, 
given. under his roy.al sign, manual. Aod .this deponent 
likewise maketh oath, that at the capture, of the islmd 
of St. Euatatius, he looked upon, everything in and be- 
longing thereto as the property of his Majes^, and to be 
at his Majesty's disposal. 
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LoBD Rodney's Observations on the PeHtioiu relative to 
tht! Qvinea Trade. 



It is with concern and indignation that I learn there are 
people in England who, under the pretence of religion 
and the love of liberty, are attempting to delude the minds 
of the nation in general b; petitioning the legislature of 
thOT country to deprive the state of one of the most valu- 
able brandies of the national commerce — the trade to 
Guinea and the West Indies. 

None but a person inimical to the prosperity of Great 
Britain could ever have framed, even in idea, so destruc- 
tive a proposition ; nor could I imagine that parliament 
could be induced to commit a sort of suicide i^ainst the 
trade of their country and its navigation, and at one blow 
give to our rivals in trade the benefit of that commerce 
v^ch, divided as it is at present, enabled France at the 
beginning of the late war to man her fleet, and to dispute 
with Britain the sovereignty of the ocean. 

Conld it be possible to think that this delusion could 
reach the minds of those gentlemen composing the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, and induce them to prohibit the 
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Guinea trade, to what a height would it not soon raise 
our natural enemies and rivals, when the whole trade of 
the coast of Africa and, I may say, of the West Indies, 
rtAuM be ID their baada T for, without the African com* 
merce, the trade of. the British West India islands must 
soun dwindle to almost nothing, in comparison of what 
it now is and has been. 

It is folly to imagine that such a delusion can now take 
place, or that it can even be suffered to be agitated ia 
Parliament, whether Britain can forego one of her most 
lucrative branches of commerce, and thereby resign it td 
the artful, insidious, and dangerous rivals, who are at this 
moment giving eWry encouragement to that very commerce 
Britain is in doubt whether or not she shall prohibit. 

' The French government, st this moment, allows fbrt^ 
livres per ton bounty on all ships trading to Africa, paid 
by the fermter-general immediately after sailing. They 
likewise allow a bounty of two hundred livres per head on 
negro slaves imported into St. Domingo, Cayenne, To- 
bago, and St. Lucia, and a bounty of one hundred livrei 
per bead at Martinique and Guadaloupe, paid in cash tA 
these colonies, with great punctuality and exactness. 

I have been often in all tlie British West India islands, 
andl have often made my observations on the treatment of 
the negro slaves, and ran aver that I never knew the least 
cruelty inflicted on them, but that, in general, they lived 
better, and particularly in Jamaica, than the honest day- 
labouring man in England, without doing a fourth' part of 
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his work ID ft day; and sm fully convinced that th« nagitMB 
In our West India, ialands are better provided for, and 
live better, than when ia Guinea; and without the trade 
to Guinea, which takes off so much of our manufactures, 
and gives us in return negro alaves^ the West India islands 
could not be supported. 

It is true, I have often been told by the ancient inhabit- 
ants of Barbadoes that that island was cleared by inden- 
tured servants from Great Britain, and made at first a 
tobacco plantation. Judge how many thousands of the 
lives of white men must have been sacrificed in clearing 
that island, before the importation of negroes ; I may ven- 
ture to say, in a course of years, fi% or sixty thousand. 

If Great Britain gives up her Guinea trade, and wishes 
to retain her sugar colonies and the profits arising there- 
trom, they must be cultivated, and an annud supply of 
fresh labourers imported into those islands. 

Deprived of the supply from Africa, the inhabitants of 
those islands must turn their views to the old custom of 
indentured servants ; and Great Britain and Ireland will 
be annually deprived of thousands of dieir useful inha- 
bitants, which must make a great decrease in tbetrixipu- 
lation, '^ ^ 

Can there be a doubt in an Englishman's mind, wheduu- 
the decrease in popult^on should be ui Grett Britain Or 
Guinea 7 — but so it must be, if the Guinea trade is given 
up. . ' 

These are my sentiments; these are what I will avow 
in die fica of tfaa woild; ud hope it w31 B«*trb«ia<ln 
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power of die «Dflinie8 to the oomamce of Gre^ -iiritaiti 
to deprive her of so valuable a branch. 



Queries to Lord Rodney. 

Ist. What have jou observed of the behaviour of mas- 
ters towards their negro slaves in those islands where jou 
have commanded ? 

2d. Did the slaves in general appear to be properly fed, 
clothed, and lodged ? 

3. Did it appear to you that more labour was required 
of the negroes than they could properly bear 1 

4th. Do the negroes appear to be in a desponding state, 
or are they in general satisfied with their condition ? 

5th, Do you conceive that the plantations in the West 
Indies could be cultivated with advantage by the labour 
of Europeans ? 



Atuwen of Lord Rodney. 

Ist. and £d. I have always observed that the masters in 
general behave with great attention and humani^ to their 
slaves, and clothe them agreeably to the climate, and are 
attentive to their health, there being on every. plantation 
a hospital called the stck-bouse, attended by nurses and -a 
sui^eon, 

3d, It is not the interest of the master to overwork his 
slaves ; and, as far as I have i)bserved, it appears to. me 
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that one kbourmg man in England did more work in one 
day than five negroes. 

4th. The negroes, in the manj plantations I have seen, 
never appeared to me to be in a desponding state, but 
rather satisfied vdth.tbeir condition. 

5^. I am fully convinced that it would be impossible 
to cultivate the land by white people from Europe with 
advaotage ; and the climate would soon destroy those that 
laboured in the fields. 
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TO PHIUr aTSFHXNSt tSQ. 

Loi]clon,Dec.7ih,ir81. 

The matter which I now offer for their Iiordships' con- 
sideration, consists with my particular knowledge and 
ezperieuce, and may, perhaps, merit their attention. 

Seamen arc extremely liable, from the variouK exertions 
of their duty, to the disorder called ruptures ; and at pre- 
sent these men are discharged for want of proper assis- 
tance, because the trusses now sent on board the ships 
hardly ever prove of lite smaUest benefi^ 

The toss of men from these accidents is a consideration 
of consequence, as the most useful and active sailors are 
most exposed and most liable to these accidents. It must 
be therefore a desirable object to preserve those in the 
service. I have taken particular pains to infonn myself 
upon this subject; and I have the strongest reasons to 
believe that most of Uiem may be relieved, and rendered 
capable of continuing in their duty, if a surgeon of proper 
skill in these disorders was engaged to supply the ships 
with judicious trusses. 

In Qreeowich Hospital the sufferers under tfiis conW 
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{tlaint, both of tha im and out pensiooen, m under tht 
c«re of Mr. Braod — a mi^eoo who bu the cfasracter of 
having particularly studied, and greallj improved the treat- 
ment of these cases. His elastic trusses are of a construc- 
tion more judicious, and better calculated to relieve these 
disorders, than any others. An experience of near ten 
years has confirmed, by the most salutai; effects, their 
superior efBcacy ; for, during that time, not one man baa 
been known to die of thb complaint. Many of the 
patients are enabled to engage as labourers in the bouse ; 
and there is no doubt that most of the men wbo are dis- 
abled from their duty on board would be instantly relieved, 
if the ships were supplied by Mr. Brand; and Aat there 
19 hardly a case he cannot relieve, if it be judged neces- 
sary to send the patient to Greenwich Hospital. Mr. 
Brand has been recommended in the strongest manner ; 
and it is justice on my part to say, that I have veiy parti- 
cular reasons to be convinced of bis abilities. I recom- 
mend bim to their Lordships' notice, as one whose parti- 
cular knowledge in these matters may prove the saving 
of mauy men. This is confirmed by the opinion of the 
physician and surgeon of Greenwich Hospital, and also 
by Mr. Hunter, whose eminence is well known. I have 
indosed their letters to me upon the subject for their 
Lordships' perusal. 

The place of sui^eon-general, for this particular de- 
partment, has not been filled for some time. Upon the 
strictest inquiry, I believe there is no doubt, if Mr. Brand 
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be appointed, many brave and able seamen will be pre- 
served, and enabled to do their du^, who now are dis- 
charged and lost to die service. 

G. B. S. 
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LORD RODNET'S ENTRY INTO BRISTOL. 



On Friday, November the 15th, 1782, Lord Rodney 
honoured the city of Bristol with bis company, on an 
iavitalion given by the mayor, sheriffa, and corporation. 
West India merchants, and the principal gentlemen and 
inhabitants, who joined in procession, and formed one 
of the most elegant cavalcades ever seen in the city. 

On the sheriffs receiving his Lordship at Totterdown, 
they congratuUte~d~him on his arrival, and, in the names 
of their fellow-citizens, thanked him for the many great 
and eminent services he had rendered to his king and 
country. 

The following was the form of the cavalcade : — 

BRITANNIA, 

Supported by four javelin-men; 

Coopers, interspersed with laurel-men and cobnrs ; 

Bearers, two and two ; 

The Standard of England, 

Tiie King's Arms and City Arms ; 

Javelin-men, two and two ; 

HIGH SHEBIFF Q9 THB COUKTT OF BOHEBSET ; 

Boat, with trampets : 
Vol. 11. 2 F 
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Coloim and lanrela, 
Boat, with dnimB and &fe8 i ..... 

Colours and laarels, 
Boat, with band of muac ; i 

Colours and laurels, , ; 

Frenchmen and Eaglislunen, . . 

Colours and laurels, 
A Tessel, named ' Thb Rodnbt,' tnanned hj «ght gentlepien 
in sailors' babit. 
Lord Rodney's Arms, Uet of ships taken. 

Gentleinen on foot, two and two; 
Gentlemen on horseback, two and two ; 

'"' SHBRim or THE OITT OF BRISTOL ; 

■' ■ ■• MARS, 

Supported by four javelin-men. .'■..■ 

A IkTge Banner, supported by two men, with the fAllowin^' 

/ msoriptWB on it,-^ ■ . - ' 

''The galbmt uid *ictorion« Lord Rodnej, — sariour of hisommlryy.i 

protector of ita ialandi, Bn^nouifceof itsperGdioiufoeal" 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE ADMIRAL LORD 

RODNEY, 

In an open carriage, drawn by six horses, the drivers in 

'' the habit of British sailors. 

Gentlemen's carriages, 

A medallion. of George III., jmMected by 

MIHXRTA, 

Supported hy four javelin-men. ■ 

The roads were lined with people, .and as soon as, ^ 
they came . to the city their airivai was proclaimed .by 
firii^ of cannoD, ringing of bells, Stc. The ^tx^^s^, 



n,g,t,7l.dM,'GOOglC 



APPKNDIX. 4% 

houses, and wmdowft were crowded with apectiton; 
coIouiB were displajed- on die. towera, shipping, and 
qther public places ; and the reception given to his 
Lordsbip was of the most enthusiastic descnptioD. His 
Lordship was taken through the principal parts of the 
city, to the Merchants'-hall, where a very elegant dinner 
was provided. 

As soon as the company had assembled, Uie master of 
die society of Merchants presented his Lordship with the 
freedom of the society, embellished by a curious drawing 
of the position of the two fleets, in the engagement of 12th 
April, with the Foimidable and her associates breaking 
the French line. After dinner, many loyal toasts were 
drank. The day concluded with a general illuminatioii, 
fire-works, &c., and a ball at the assembly-room. Hi» 
Lordship, the next day, dined with the right worshipful 
the mayor. 



At a meedog of the common-council of the city of Bris- 
tol, held on the 1 1th of December, 1?82 : 
It Was unanimously agreed and ordered — ^That the 
freedom of the city be presented to Lord Rodney, for the 
important services he had rendered to his country, in 
maintaining the honour of the British flag, when, with 
amazing intrepidity, fae gained that glorious and decisive 
victory on the 12th of April last, which saved the island 
of Jamaica from an attack, and protected, in an eminent 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



436 LIFE OF tOKD KODNEY. 

degree, die coqunercial intereaU of this ei^. And tbe 
freedoni ms ordered to be presented in lucb manner as 
Ae freedom of this ci^ ioA been tuoally presented to 
{wrBMs of rank uid eminence. 
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